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Children’s House 

A Sick Day for Amos McGee written by Philip C. Stead and 
illustrated by Erin E. Stead is a beautiful children’s book that 
depicts the gentle relationship that a zookeeper, Amos McGee, 
develops with the animals in his care. Their relationship is so 
sweet that when Amos McGee stays home sick, the elephant, 
tortoise, penguin, rhinoceros, and owl unexpectedly visit him to 
share support and express friendship. This children’s story reflects 
the tender nature of a Montessori classroom. Children are taught 
kindness and respect, for themselves and others, through Grace 
and Courtesy lessons. These lessons promote desirable, positive, 
and pro-social behaviors that support the social aspects of 
functional independence. Grace and Courtesy can be defined as 
follows: 
 

 Grace: the efficiency and economy of movement. 

 Courtesy: the efficiency and economy of movement directed 
toward others. 
 
Grace and Courtesy appeals to a child’s intrinsic interest, sense of 
dignity, and desire for respect. In the Children’s House 
environment, these lessons fall into three categories including 

good manners and communication, classroom procedures, and conflict resolution. During a Grace and Courtesy lesson, a 
teacher demonstrates how to act in a specific situation. For example, a teacher may show the children a respectful way to 
interrupt an adult. A teacher uses analyzed movements and then offers the children the opportunity to practice. Grace and 
Courtesy lessons provide stress-free practice for uncomfortable situations and give children tools that build confidence. 
The kindness and social graces shared in the book A Sick Day for Amos McGee parallel those found in our Children’s House 
classroom at Montessori Children’s Community. Our goal is to continually model and share graceful and courteous 
behaviors through lessons and in our everyday interactions with the children and their families.  

 

 
Lower Elementary 

 
Social peace and harmony can have only one 
foundation—man himself. This is the task of 
education. We must make it possible for the 
individual to be free and independent. ~ Maria 
Montessori, The Absorbent Mind  

 

The Lower Elementary students worked hard preparing for 
the Thanksgiving Feast by creating autumnal centerpieces 
for the classroom, making homemade applesauce and 
pumpkin dip, and wrapping the napkins and utensils. They 
were excited to have the opportunity to perform for the school community and share a meal with their families in the 
classroom. The Lower Elementary children receive many etiquette lessons such as graciously hosting guests and caring 
for the environment. Maria Montessori believed that children in the second plane of development enter into society 
and expand their circle of consciousness to the world. These grace and courtesy lessons help the children develop into 
polite and respectful community members.  

Upcoming Dates:  

December 7:  Learn about LE & UE Program  

December 12: Learn about MS Program  

This edition’s theme:  

 



 

 
Middle School 

 
Grace is the way in which we move among people. Courtesy is the diplomatic verbal exchange showing respect. 
Montessori students have been moving with grace and showing courtesy from their days in Children’s House. During the 
sensitive period of adolescence some of that prior learning may recede in favor of a focus on the self. The middle school 
students are given daily opportunities to practice grace and courtesy as we work and dine as a community. Our annual 
Thanksgiving Feast Coffeehouse, thrice yearly boarding experiences, acting as hosts for Coffee with the Head, big trip, and 
forays into the community offer additional practice. Adults who encounter the middle school students are always 
impressed with the kindness they show toward one another and the respectful manner in which they engage with adults.  

Upper Elementary 

 
In the Upper Elementary classroom, grace and courtesy is not 
only applied to our environment, but we also practice grace 
and courtesy as members of our larger school community. At 
the beginning of the school year, the Upper Elementary 
students review the grace and courtesy that is involved when 
serving others. We demonstrate, model, and practice how to 
collect order forms from different classrooms, how to be 
polite and show appreciation, and how to serve pizza on 
Fridays and Montessori Cafe meals.  

 

These lessons and discussions 
give the Upper Elementary 
children the words, actions, 
and steps required to respond 
to children and adults 
throughout the school when 
serving them.  


