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Children’s House 

 
Maria Montessori spoke of the child's "work" as 
the creation of the person that he/she is to 
become.  This is the work of self-development 
and as it happens, work and play flow through 
one another and to the children, it is the same 
thing.  Through work the release of energy 
allows development to happen. The benefit of 
their work is obvious and reflects in their 
behavior.  They feel calmer, more content and 
satisfied after a period of work . 

Each child's inner guide is the source of his/her 
uniqueness.  The repetition of work based on 
interest develops internal discipline.  There is 
work for all children from birth, and their 
obvious enjoyment can be observed in all of 
their upcoming challenges as they grow.  

Lower Elementary 

 
Montessori classrooms are organized around  the 
idea that knowledge does not come from the 
teacher, but from the students' own work with a 
concept.  Montessori Lower Elementary teachers 
typically prepare lessons that last only 15-20 
minutes.  That 15-20 minutes is used to introduce 
a concept and then to inspire, motivate, and excite 
students to want to explore it more.  Students do 
their real learning, though, in the follow-up 
assignments assigned after the formal lesson is 
over.  These are options that are given for 
students to practice and use the concept from the 
lesson on their own.  Since the learning is the 
students' own, it becomes meaningful and 
important and can easily extend for hours after 
the lesson is given.  

Upcoming Dates:  

 

October 1st  

Journey and Discovery  

October 7th  

Teacher In-service  

No school  

This week’s theme is “The Child’s Work” 

THE GREATEST SIGN  

OF SUCCESS FOR A TEACHER… 

IS TO BE ABLE TO SAY,  

“THE CHILDEN ARE NOW WORKING  

AS IF I DID NOT EXIST.” 

MARIA MONTESSORI 



 

 

Middle School 

 
Work for adolescents should be meaningful and purposeful and reflect the work of the adult world. Maria Montessori 
thus recommended that adolescents create a micro-economy- a small scale example of production and exchange. 
SMMS students produce knitted goods, screen prints, friendship bracelets, apple butter, dried herbs, and custom-
made journals for sale to MCC families and the community.  

Upper Elementary 

 

Yes, we, the adults, could do our children’s 
work faster, more efficiently, more 
accurately, more neatly, but if we do, we 
steal the discovery, the pride, the skill 
building, and the ownership from the 
children. What makes learning special in a 
Montessori classroom is that, with adults 
guiding nearby, the children do the work 
themselves. 

  

In UE, they derive the mathematical 
formula for area of a polygon. They clean 
the microwave ovens. They figure out how 
many pizzas they need to buy for Pizza 
Friday based on the month’s order forms. 
They decide how to balance classmates 
who want to play a team sport at recess 
with classmates who want to hang out and 
chat. Sometimes it is slow and sometimes it 
gets a little messy, but this is how the 
children learn what it means to be an adult.  


