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Children’s House 

 
Maria Montessori stated, “Education is a natural process carried out by the child and is not acquired by listening to words 
but by experiences in the environment.” This quotation not only points to the significance the surroundings have in a 
child’s development but the independence a child develops through their personal interaction with the environment. 
Montessori believed that an ordered and attractive environment not only promotes independence, but also encourages 
students to maintain the social, emotional, and physical beauty that surrounds them. In 1982, social scientists James Q. 
Wilson and George L. Kelling introduced the broken windows theory. This theory links disordered and damaged property 
to subsequent occurrences of serious crime. Inversely, areas that are well maintained and beautiful incite a sense of order 
and encourage pro-social behaviors. Just as the broken windows theory suggests, parents and guides look to create 
beautiful environments in order to support children’s innate respect for their surroundings and to provide the optimal 
atmosphere for their development.  

 

A Montessori Primary classroom invites children to develop through experiences in a beautiful environment. Montessori 
Guides look to engage the children with decorated trays, small objects, and authentic Montessori lessons created with 
carefully chosen natural materials like wood, glass, and metal. We engage the children’s senses with aromatic smells, 
colorful art, and soft classical music. The children are filled with wonder as they observe and care for our plants and 
animals. A beautiful atmosphere increases awareness, encourages care, and heightens a child’s senses. Just as Montessori 
suggested, children learn by experiences in their environments and grow most when they are surrounded by beauty.  

Lower Elementary 

 
Signs of fall are all around the Lower Elementary 
classroom. As a practical life activity, the children created 
beautiful fall flower arrangements for the tables using 
Chrysanthemums, Alstroemeria, and Zinnias.   Children 
needing a quiet moment can visit our peace table, which 
currently includes fall sensory items, such as dried mini 
pumpkins and fall poetry. We will be adding mulling spice 
and pumpkin pie spice smelling jars soon!  

 

In science, the children created a beautiful display of the 
Solar System using black paper and oil pastels. Working in 
mixed-age groups, the children researched a planet, 
recorded fascinating facts, and created an artistic 
representation of the planet to display on the bulletin 
boards in room 1.  

Upcoming Dates:  

October 17:  School Photo Day  

October 26: Halloween Montessori Cafe  

This edition’s theme:  

 



 

 

Middle School 

 
The middle school classroom intentionally resembles one’s first apartment. There is space for living, dining, 
working, studying, and creating. It is a place where students feel at home, safe, and comfortable as they 
work and practice at becoming adults.   The space is awash with natural light. Winter afternoons find the 
students clustered like cats in the warmth of the sunshine streaming in the windows. Art work, some 
created by the students themselves, adorns the walls. Plants, nurtured by the students, can be found 
throughout the room.   Within this space created for study and work, the students have all they need in 
order to realize the adults they will soon become.  

Upper Elementary 

 
The beauty of the Upper Elementary classroom is that it is designed for the child. Our large windows let in natural light. 
Our tables and desks are arranged in a manner that allows for small group collaboration, but also for peaceful 
independent work. Our walls display artwork and photos of nature. Our shelves are organized by curriculum area and 
the materials are inviting and colorful. Our literacy room offers a quiet place to find books of interest and to have 
intimate small group lessons. It’s the beauty of the environment that engages the Upper Elementary children and 
stimulates their learning.  


