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AARCH Mission:

“Until the story of the hunt is 
told by the Lion, the tale of 

the hunt will always  
glorify the hunter. “ 

African Proverb 
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HALO 

Norman Weeks  

 On October 5, 2019, AARCH welcomed a full house of community support to 
celebrate AARCH’s work and raise funds for the Heritage Center. AARCH members old and 
new, and a broad representation of supporters from across our community, came together 
to express a commitment to AARCH’s mission of sharing the history and contributions of 
African American people in Frederick County. Guests at the sold-out event, held at the 
Delaplaine Visual Arts Center, enjoyed live music by HALO as well as Norman Weeks and 
Groove Tyme. Dancing was also a highlight of the evening. Heavy hors d’oeuvres were 
served by chef Jean Louis LePage and members of Frederick High School’s girls basketball 
team served as hostesses. AARCH shared a video presentation of past accomplishments, 
ongoing programs, and evolving plans for the Heritage Center. 
 THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS (see sponsorship list on page 5)! AARCH welcomes your 
continued support with monetary and in-kind contributions for the Heritage Center. Funds 
are being used for the planning and establishment of the Heritage Center. Please reach out 
to let us know how you would like to be a part of it: aarchsociety@gmail.com – Ingrid Palmquist 

Photos by  
Maria Morgan,  
Clever Mouse  
Photography.  

 
More Gala  photos can 

be seen at  
https://

www.clevermousepho
tography.com/Clients/

AARCH-2019   
Password: 

AARCH2019 

Pictured right - Gala Committee:  Back row, 
left to right: Ingrid Palmquist,  Dr. Darlene 
Gabeau, (chair), David Key,  Meg Auderset,  

Dr. Caroline Gessart, Cecelia Morgan;  
front: Velma Lawson.  

Not pictured: Seaven Gordon 

http://www.africarm.org/publications/lifestyle/proverbs/
mailto:aarchsociety@gmail.com
https://www.clevermousephotography.com/Clients/AARCH-2019
https://www.clevermousephotography.com/Clients/AARCH-2019
https://www.clevermousephotography.com/Clients/AARCH-2019
https://www.clevermousephotography.com/Clients/AARCH-2019


•Deborah Thompson Brown was partly 
responsible for changing the way Freder-
ick News Post reported the news? When 
reporting the accomplishments of Debbie 
and the track team,  the paper never 
mentioned they were black. On the other 
hand, whenever a crime involved an Afri-
can American, it was front page news 
with  the  individuals involved identified 
as being black.  Frederick’s NAACP re-
quested that the FNP either identify Deb-
bie and her team mates as being black or 
stop  identifying blacks when reporting a 
crime.  The paper chose the latter. 
(Submitted by Seaven Gordon) 

•The Women's Army Corps 6888, known 
as the Six Triple Eight, were the only all-
female battalion deployed overseas dur-
ing WWII? Over 800 African-American 
women served their country with distinc-
tion in Europe. 

•Robert Johnson became the first African 
American billionaire when he sold the 
cable station he founded, Black Entertain-
ment Television (BET)? 

•Mary Elizabeth Bowser was an intelli-
gence specialist who risked her life during 
the Civil War to assist the Union Army? 
She used cipher to encode messages and 
cleverly delivered essential intel to Ulys-
ses S. Grant. Born a slave, she became a 
hero. 

 AARCH celebrated our 2019 Living Treasures on October 

26, 2019.  A sold out crowd honored seven new 90+ seniors who 

shared their life stories through oral and video presentations.  

Our special new honorees this year included James “Jimmie” Ed-

wards, Reverend James Dennis, Ella Mason, Celestine Dixon, 

Clyde Thomas, Ruth Brown and Bernard Brown.  Those attending 

were treated to hearing the Living Treasures’ personal life stories, 

often with a touch of humor.  Dwayne Jenkins provided a musical 

selection. The presentations spoke to their strength and persever-

ance as they navigated through a segregated world often filled 

with challenges yet often resilient steadfastness and joy.  Their 

faith sustained them and their perseverance kept them grounded.  

Certificates of recognition were given to each Living Treasure 

from Mayor Michael O’Connor, County Executive Jan Gardner and 

the office of Maryland Congressman David Trone. - Barbara Thompson 

TREASURED ANGEL TRIBUTE 

The following is the first in a series of celebrating the lives of various 
Treasured Angels.  Since health issues prevented Mr. Jimmie from 
attending the recent banquet celebration, we choose him as the first to 

be highlighted. He passed following the banquet on Nov. 6, 2019 

Mr. James “Jimmie” H. Edwards, Jr.  was a lifetime member 

of Jackson Chapel, originally located on Bartonsville Road, relocated to Ballenger 

Creek in Frederick, MD.  His great-grandfather founded Jackson Chapel in 1879.  

Mr. Jimmie no doubt inherited his musical talent from his dad as he would often 

sit on his dad’s lap watching which keys were touched on the piano that produced 

the beautiful music on any given Sunday morning.  Born in 1929 to parents James 

Edwards Sr. and Ruth James Diggs Edwards, Mr. Jimmie was the oldest of 8 chil-

dren.  His dad was the first African American to drive a truck for the local Coca-

Cola company.  His dad also played in the infamous Bartonsville Band.  Mr. Jimmie 

attended the segregated one room school in Bartonsville and remembered his 

teachers Ms. Baten and Ms. Jones.  He graduated in 1946 from segregated Lincoln 

school.  An animal caretaker on the Shore farm and short order cook at the Buffa-

lo Restaurant were his jobs early in life.  He became a paratrooper in the Korean 

War as he served 3 years in the Army.  He became a Federal Police officer in 

Washington D.C. and married Mary Jackson in 1953.  From this union 1 son and 3 

daughters were raised.  He even raced cars at the 75/80 Drag Way.  Mr. Jimmie 

still lived independently at the time of being interviewed for Living Treasures.  His 

artistic ability was reflected in the many prints that proudly hung in his apart-

ment.  His advice to youth – “honor your mother and father, make church a part 

of your life and get an education”.  His favorite hymn was We’ve Come This Far by 

Faith.  Though a Living Treasure for only a brief time, his life speaks volumes to his 

determination and belief that God makes a way sometimes out of no way.  His 

Jackson Chapel family honored him prior to his passing with an amazing 90th 

birthday celebration through song and accolades.  Mr. Jimmie will forever be re-

membered and will always live in our hearts. - Barbara Thompson 
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Pictured left to right: Front row - Reggie Davis, Fern Brown, Ella Ma-
son, Hanford Thomas, Sr., Helen Lee, Warren Dorsey, Lola Williams. 
Back row: Alfernia Dailey,  Rev. James Davis, Estelle Smothers Belt, 
Lester Dorsey, Clyde Thomas, Constance Celeste Dixon.  Erma Lee,  
Ruth Brown, Bernard Brown. 

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-milestones
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-milestones
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Space does not allow us to highlight all of AARCH’s activities 
and programs held since the last newsletter. The following are 
additional activities not found elsewhere in this issue of 
AARCH CONNECTION. We thank all those with whom we part-
nered and co-sponsored. We value these relationships! 

• Presentation at MD Commission on African American His-
tory & Culture meeting 

• Display at “Book Talk: ‘Searching for Black Confederates’” 
by author Kevin M. Levin at Hood College. Hosted by Hood 
College, Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area and the Na-
tional Park Service 

• AARCH Yard Sale 

• History Day Display at “Historically Black University Fair” 
hosted by Frederick’s Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and Jack 
and Jill Club 

• Author Talk: “Stolen: Five Free Boys Kidnapped into Slavery 
and Their Astonishing Odyssey Home.”  Presented in part-
nership with Frederick County Public Libraries  

• Presentation of the “Georgetown Memory Project “ co-
sponsored with Frederick County Libraries 

• Participation in a panel discussion “History, Memory, & 
Monuments: Engaging Communities Around Our Troubled 
Past” presented by Frederick County Landmarks with sup-
port from AARCH & UUCF 

• Presentation to Women’s Civic Club 

• Collaboration presentation to FCPS teachers on Teacher 
Staff Day 

• Community Forum: Reflections on “The Tale of the Lion”  
cosponsored with Frederick County Human Relations Com-
mission and United Way of Frederick County  

• Kwanzaa display and drumming at the Holiday Diversity 
Fair sponsored by C. Burr Artz Library. 

AARCH officers and board  of directors 
mourn the loss of  

 

Alice M. Key 
former AARCH treasurer  

& 

Deborah Thompson Brown 
former AARCH board member  

 
We remain grateful for their passion and 

efforts to preserve and share Frederick 
County’s African American history and offer 

our condolences  to their families.. 

     AARCH had a very busy year with various presenta-

tions, screenings and discussion groups, displays, and 

cemetery restorations. In addition, our annual Gala and 

Living Treasures banquet were tremendous successes. 

     As always,  I would like to thank our Board of Direc-

tors and Friends of AARCH for their continued support. 

We are also very thankful for the many organizations who 

partner and co- sponsor with us to bring a variety of 

programs to our community. As a result of this coopera-

tion, we have managed to engage the greater community 

in a very positive way. 

     AARCH is actively engaged with consultants who are 

bringing valuable expertise to our planning phase to secure 

a solid foundation for the Heritage Center. 

     As we bid farewell to 2019, let's treasure the beau-

ty it provided, accept the challenges it produced and use 

what we've learned to welcome in our New Year. I per-

sonally wish the best to everyone and their families. 

                                            David V. Key 

WE VALUE YOUR SUPPORT!  

Become an AARCH member!  Our membership continues to 

grow! A membership form is at the end of this newsletter 

and also on AARCH’s website. If you are an annual member, 

it’s time to renew your membership for 2020.  

Become A  Sponsor of the Heritage Center:  Sponsors will 

be listed in the Heritage Center. Check AARCH’s website for 

information.   

Join an AARCH Committee: A considerable portion of 

AARCH’s work is carried out by committees composed of 

volunteers and board members. Check out the committees 

listed on our web site and let us know if you would like to 

serve on a committee. 

Donate An Artifact:  If you have an item (object, docu-

ment, photo, etc.) that you believe would enhance AARCH 

collections, consider donating it to ensure its preservation 

and availability to future generations when telling the Afri-

can American experience in Frederick County. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/781668222272242/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A4%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22group%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22surface%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D%22%2C%22has_source%22
https://www.facebook.com/events/781668222272242/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A4%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22group%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22surface%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D%22%2C%22has_source%22
https://www.facebook.com/HeartOfTheCivilWarHeritageArea/?eid=ARBW98yMPDHfo4_3_8AbeR6B5AHrVXl6LKQj1oKJpi5e8R7a1eRafHbqPfnHjAHlC4Rh_UuTv4t0bXcV
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AARCH Visits P.G. County’s African American Museum and Cultural Center 

 The Prince George’s African American Museum and 

Cultural Center, located in North Brentwood, PG County, MD 

(PGAAMCC) hosted a tour for an AARCH delegation in Novem-

ber, courtesy of Frederick City’s Department of Economic De-

velopment .  

 Just inside the main entrance of the museum, visitors 

are introduced to artwork, a mobile and bright, decorative 

posters depicting a “vibrant winter festival that excites and 

unites the community around the legacy of Christmas, 

Kwanzaa, and Junkanoo - a street parade with music, dance, and 

costumes of the English speaking Caribbean islands across the 

celebrated every Boxing Day (26 December) and New Year's Day 

(1 January).” Also on display were goatskin drums and cowbells 

used for this festivity. Another exhibit displayed traditional handsewn and machine-made quilts submitted by individual 

quilters and local quilting guilds. The pieces deliver a collective meditation on black history, holidays, spirituality, identity 

and fabric master craft. 

 A smaller space is devoted to a growing collection of local history: newspaper clippings, family photos, ceremonial 

programs, bulletins, etc. The museum also has a gift shop and a space reserved for children activities. The tour was a great 

opportunity to view a small “museum” and learn about what is needed to operate a heritage center. AARCH thanks Freder-

ick City’s Office of Economic Development for arranging the tour, providing transportation and lunch.— Beverly Ford 

Pictured left to right, Front: Beverly Ford, Seaven Gordon, David Key, Sandra 
Makel, Velma Lawson, Royal Lawson. Back: T. Sanders, PGAAMCC Coordina-
tor,  Monica Montgomery, PGAAMCC  Executive Director and Chief Coordina-
tor, Richard Griffin, Director of Economic Development for the City of Frederick, 
PGAAMCC staff member. Attending, but not pictured: Mary Ford-Naill, Office of 
Economic Development 

AARCH RECEIVES IMPACT GRANT 
 

 The Community Foundation of Frederick 

County awarded AARCH an impact grant in the 

amount of $610.53 from the William O. Lee, Jr. and 

Family Endowment Fund. This fund provides grants to 

nonprofits that are researching, restoring, archiving, 

cataloging, and educating the community in areas per-

taining to African American history in Frederick Coun-

ty.  This fund is special to AARCH as William O. Lee is 

the founder of the AARCH Society. 

 The funds  will be used for the archival preser-

vation of AARCH's collection of original County Globe 

newspapers published in Frederick, MD, December 

1990 - June 2005. The paper covered positive (not bi-

ased) news, events, photos and stories of African 

Americans that were not usually included in mainline 

newspapers. In addition, the paper published histori-

cal articles concerning Frederick County's African 

Americans.  The grant will ensure the papers will be 

available as a primary historical resource for many 

generations. 

AARCH EDUCATION COMMITTEE  

ENGAGES WITH IBM STUDENTS 

 

 During the past two months, several members of 

AARCH’s Education Committee have been busy fine-tuning a 

PowerPoint presentation designed to help students prepare 

for next year’s National History Day.  The theme for 2020 is 

“Breaking Barriers.” 

 In December, Sarah Heald, Patricia Washington-

Geddes, Beverly Ford and Rose Chaney presented to 

students in the I Believe in Me (IBM) after school program at 

Asbury United Methodist Church. The students ranged in 

ages from elementary to high school.  Small groups were 

formed after viewing the PowerPoint presentation in order 

to complete worksheets and other follow-up activities.  All 

presenters were impressed by the interest and participation 

of the students. The students’ mentors were extremely 

helpful in keeping presenters and students on track. 

 There will soon be a follow-up to determine which 

students plan to enter a project for the local contest in 

January. - Sarah Heald, Education Committee 
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AARCH 2019 GALA SPONSORS 
Gala Sponsors launched  

the AARCH Heritage Center Sponsorship Listing 

Visionary $5000  
Madeleine Baer-Butler  
Activist $2500 
Sharon K. Brown 
Leadership $1000  
All Saints Episcopal Church 
Mary Harris 
Frederick Presbyterian Church  
McPherson & Associates  
Dr. Darlene Gabeau and Jean Lacet  
Gary L. Rollins Funeral Home  
Drs. Caroline Gessert and Jeff Hurwitz  
Drs. Carmen Hernandez and Manuel Casiano 
Preservationist $500  
BB&T 
District Arts 
Between Brothers 
Benjamin and Katharine MacShane 
Chip Burgess  
Turner Wealth Management 
Davis Vincent Hill 
Supporting $250  
Alicia L 
Art and Julane Anderson 
Meg and Stephan Auderset 
Calvary United Methodist Church  
Dr. Susan Chaitovitz and Mike Spurrier 
Rose Chaney 
The Common Market 
Curious Iguana 
Kim C. Dine 
Downtown Book Club 
Frederick Club of the National Association of Negro      
      Business & Professional Women’s Club, Inc.  
Frederick County Democrats 
Sarah Heald and Dean Herrin 
Susan Kulp and David Howard 
Maddie and Lexi Hurwitz 
Jackson Chapel United Methodist Church 
The Laughlin Family 
Sandra Makel 
Dr. Stephen McKenna 
Cecilia Morgan  
Col (Ret) James Olson and Sarah Olson 
David V. Key 
Donna Kuzemchak 
Linda Moran 
Julia and Jim Schaeffer 
Barry L. Stanton 
Annette Stephens and Randy Knight 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Frederick 
Melissa Ward Counseling Services 
Wegman’s 

 Cemetery Clean Up 
 In September,  AARCH was joined by volunteers from the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and members of Wayman 
AME and other local churches to clean up and repair the Wayman 
and Silver Hill Cemeteries in Mount Pleasant.  

  There were 
more than 50 volun-
teers ranging in age 
from 4 years to over 70 
years. Everyone worked 
together in fellowship 
and fun to dig up, 
straighten and repair 
more than 60 head-
stones. Some were be-
coming obscured by 
plants, trees and years 
of settling in the 
ground.  The group 
cleaned up and carried 
away more than 4 

truckloads of brush in the process.  We actually found and uncov-
ered four headstones that were totally buried in the earth.  What a 
joy for the families of those searching for their ancestors. 

 A hearty lunch was served 
as volunteers talked, laughed and 
shared stories of the past. There is 
a sense of accomplishment in the 
completion of any large project, 
but we are especially moved to be 
able to preserve the legacy of 
those family and friends who have 
gone before us to make our lives 
better. - Leslie O'Dell , Cemetery Clean-up Committee 

AARCH  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
January 14, 2020  

7:00 p.m. 

C. Burr Artz Library - Community Room 

The meeting will feature our accomplishments this past 

year, an update on the Heritage Center 

 and election of 2020 officers and board members. 



 

Help preserve Frederick County’s  

African American History 

Your AARCH Society membership will enable us to provide programs and other initiatives to fulfill our mission to 

identify, collect, preserve, exhibit, and disseminate the history and culture of African Americans in Frederick County 

to provide an understanding of how the past shapes and enriches the present and the future for all citizens.  

  Please check circle that applies 

  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP - $10 

  Annual membership is active for the calendar year  

beginning January 1st.  

  ___ New Member      ___ Renewal 

  LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $100 

Membership is active for life.  

  I WISH TO JOIN “FRIENDS OF AARCH” 
      Friends of AARCH are individuals who are willing to be  

contacted to volunteer to help on an AARCH committee  

or AARCH sponsored event.   
Send completed application and payment to 

AARCH Society 
P.O. Box 3903 - Frederick, MD 21705 

or join online at 

www.aarchsociety.org 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization; All gifts and contributions are 100% deductible to the 

extent allowed by law. 

AARCH Society 

P.O. Box 3903 

Frederick, MD 21705 

STAMP 


