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 The Cultural Awareness & Inclusion committee of 

Frederick Memorial Hospital invited AARCH to be a part of their 

annual observation of Black History Month.  AARCH provided the 

display for the display case located in the hospital’s cafeteria. The 

display featured:  Dr. Ulysses Bourne Sr. (the program of naming a 

county building after him, his story and community involvement, 

news article with his comments on the grandfather clause case) 

and Dr. Blanche Bourne Tyree; E. Mitchell Johnson (his story, 

newspaper clippings on the voting case, a Frederick Hornet 

clipping, Colored Men's Reading Club Incorporation Document);  

early African American Schools (photos, school bell, school 

certificates); stone ware jugs, African statuettes; List of activities 

and collection of books  to encourage learning about African 

American history. The exhibit generated a lot of interest and is 

still on display at the hospital. 

 AARCH also arranged for Maceo Hallman to be the 

speaker for the  Black History Month Program  offered to the hospital’s employees.  Mr. Hallman 

spoke about his great-grandfather,  E. Mitchell Johnson,  and his accomplishments as publisher 

of  the Frederick Hornet Newspaper and his winning case challenging the Voting Grandfather 

Clause. 

 
Mr. Maceo Hallman was also a guest speaker at the 
Program at Trinity United Methodist Church. We 
appreciate the opportunity each year to present 
programs at Trinity to share the interesting stories of 
the African American experiences in Frederick County.  
 
(See a discovered photo on page 2 of E. Mitchell Johnson. 
There are only two photos known at this time of this 
distinguished Frederick activist.) 

Mr. Maceo Hallman 
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 African Americans have not shied away 
from serving our country even though the 
conditions here have always not been favorable 
for them. The following is a list of involvement 
rounded off to the nearest thousand. 
 
Revolutionary War: 5,000 
Civil War: 200,000 
WWI: 380,000 
WWII, Korea, Viet Nam, combined- 2,000,000 
 
 During the sesquicentennial (150 years) 
of the Civil War, modern day researchers 
brought to light the untold history of the 
African American involvement in the war. Next 
year, 1917, will be the centennial of the Great 
World War which we now call World War I. Let 
us look forward to what new information may 
surface in the next few years.  
 

World War I Soldier Charles Melvin Whiten was 
born and raised in Halltown, MD, down the road 
from Sunnyside in southern Fredrick County. He 
was inducted in the army on June 20, 1918 at the 
age of 25. He served in the 154 Depot Brigade: 
Co 333 Labor Battalion. That battalion spent its 
time working on the docks and in distribution 
centers for US military supplies at the French 
Ports. He was overseas from August 25, 1918 to 
June 26, 1919. 
   He relocated some after the war and was 
working in for the government when he met and 
married Julia Briscoe.  They were together until 
his death in 1962. 

 Photo of Asbury United Methodist Church’s Board of Trustees found in a 
1919 souvenir program for Asbury's Centennial Celebration. Standing left to 
right: E. Mitchell Johnson, William H. Roberts, William Diggs, Richard C. 
Walker, Charles F. Walker. Seated left to right: Madison G. Lee, Lee Whiting 
- Chair, Rev. W. A. English, David Boyd. (Courtesy of Asbury Archives & 
History Committee) 

AARCH is currently researching and collecting information on World War I and the local 

African Americans who served for a  future presentation and our newsletter.  

Please share with us your photos, memorabilia, and stories about your ancestors who 

served in this war. Contact Mary Harris at 301-874-2430; mvhdole@aol.com 

 Shab Row on East St. was originally named "Buzzards Roost" 

 In the year 1740, John Dorsey was possibly the first slave owner in New Market area. 

 As early as 1825, 23 Blacks owned homes in Frederick city 

 In 1998, the documentary "Up From The Meadows" won the Top National Award among all cable companies in the entire United       
 States.  Chris Haugh was originally told by the local cable company that there would be no interest in a subject of this type. 

 Black History Week was first celebrated in February 1926. The celebration was expanded to a month in 1976, the nation's 
 bicentennial. President Gerald R. Ford urged Americans to “seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected 
 accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history.”  

 Welcome to the Spring edition of the AARCH Connection 
Newsletter.  The purpose of the newsletter is to let you know 
some of the things we have been doing to share and preserve the 
county’s African American History. Most of these efforts have 
been in partnership and collaboration with other groups and 
establishments. We treasure and appreciate these relationships! 
The newsletter also conveys some African American historical 
facts that you may not have known or thought about.  

 There are opportunities for you to assist in our mission. 
You can help with our cemetery clean-up days, let us know about 
your ancestors’ stories, or volunteer to be a “Friend of AARCH”  to 
help with some of our many tasks. We welcome your assistance, 
feedback and suggestions. 

David Key 
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  April 23rd:  AARCH members will be partici-
pating with Frederick ’s Suns of Re - Awaken-
ing’s  Sankofa Series. This discussion’s topic is 
Black Frederick History and will highlight the 
many facets of Black life in Frederick county, 
including the history of Lincoln High School 
and the educational process for African 
Americans in the county. Mountain City Elks 
Lodge, 173 W. All Saint Street in Frederick.     
2 – 5 pm.  
 

  This Spring: AARCH members will be a part of 
The City of Frederick’s History Moment series 
that airs on local access, Channel 99. Topic of 
discussion - Laboring Sons Cemetery.  

 

 May 14th: Clean-up of Keys Chapel Cemetery. 
Information provided above. 

Alice Key with the 
AARCH display at 

“Museums in the Mall” 
sponsored by the 

Frederick Historic Sites 
Consortium  

Photo by Russ Poole 

Mary Harris with the 
AARCH display at the 

“Minority Health Fair” 
sponsored by the 

Frederick Faith Striders 



AARCH CONNECTION               SPRING 2016                 PAGE  4        

 

Heritage is “Key” 
By Barbara Thompson 

 
 In 1972 I sat intently listening to Alex Haley on the campus of Hood College.  I was mesmerized by his presentation on the 
genealogical search of his family.  No doubt most of you have read his book, Roots, now considered a “must have” on many bookshelves.  
By the end of Mr. Haley’s talk he encouraged the audience to experience the joy and discovery of tracing the roots of our own respective 
family trees.  That evening changed my life, as I began the journey from whence I came.   

 My maternal family has roots deep in the soil of rural Frederick County.  James (Jim) Key (1800-1879), who himself chose the 
surname Key,  labored as a slave on the part of a land patent called “Pleasant Fields”, owned by Ely Dorsey.  James was manumitted by the 
will of Ely Dorsey in 1830.   James married Cordelia Parker (1814-1870).  A recorded deed in 1850 shows Valentine and Barbara Nicodemus 
sold James Key 2 acres of land for $100, part “Dillens Begrudge” and part of “Pleasant Fields”.  James and wife Cordelia (also known as 
Delilah) are buried at John Wesley Cemetery in Libertytown.  A son, born to their union, grew into adulthood and became Reverend John 
Key Sr. (1832-1901), the first minister of the Keys Chapel church. John married Ellen Jane (Key) (1829-1922, formerly a slave of Col. Thomas 
Hammond, freed in 1864. John and Ellen are buried in Keys Chapel Cemetery in the community now known as Old Fields.  John and Ellen’s 
union produced John H. Key Jr. (1856-1936), the second minister of the church.  John Jr. and wife Florence are also buried in Keys Chapel 
cemetery.  John and Ellen’s second son was Joseph, who married Mary Ella Coats (Key).  The census of 1900 shows Joseph as a farm laborer 
who owned his home.  Together Joseph and Mary Ella had 6 children – Roxie, Claonia, Charles, John, Cecil and Aubrey.  Charles would 
become a farmer and marry Martha Dorsey (Key).   

 In 1918, Charles and wife Martha were tenant farmers on the Roy Gardner Farm outside of Libertytown.  They were expecting 
their baby whose arrival would come during a huge snowstorm.  The snow was as high as the highest fencepost.  As Martha went into 
labor she was tended by a mid-wife named Clara Brooks.  A crust had formed on the snow, which allowed Charles, small in stature, to 
literally walk on top of the snow to fetch the doctor.  Cold and weary from his walk, he reached Dr. Stone’s house, a few miles away.  The 
house was dark, which indicated it was possible that the family had retired for the night.  Charles knocked until Dr. Stone came to the door.  
After saying Martha was in labor, he was directed to prepare the horse and wagon for the difficult journey to the tenant house.  On that 
night, January 4, a girl child was born.  She was named Mary Theresa Key (1918-1999).  Mary would become the oldest of 7 children.  Her 
only surviving brother, 96 year old John, is a present day AARCH Living Treasure.  At age 21 Mary married Moses Eugene Jones, and 
became the mother of Barbara Jean, one of 7 children.  Barbara Jean, that’s me!  The Key legacy continues with my 2 sons who have given 
me 6 beautiful grandchildren.   

 Prior to her death, my mom requested that she be buried in Old Fields Cemetery among her parents and other Keys that came 
before her.  When I visit her grave site, I am reminded of my proud Key heritage who, along with the Fisher, Hill, Mathews and Dorsey 
families, founded Old Fields.  Keys Chapel church, whose first pastor was Rev. John Key in the 1800’s, still stands as a reminder of times 
past. 

 Throughout my search I discovered a passion for family history.  Even now in my senior years I love sitting at the feet of those 
older and wiser, making my life even richer than before.  

Deep gratitude to Dr. Richard Smith for providing data that had not previously been discovered. 

 African American genealogy records are much more difficult to find because prior to the Civil War blacks were considered property and 
were prohibited from reading, writing, and participating in many other activities that generate records on which much genealogical research 
is based. Begin building your own family tree! Link photographs, stories and memories of your parents, grandparents, and other ancestors 
with available records that let you uncover roots and branches you never knew about.   
 

WATCH FOR THE AFRICAN AMERICAN GENEALOGY WORKSHOP SPONSORED BY AARCH TO BE HELD IN THE FALL! 
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 THE LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL 
CHAPTER OF THE NEW HOMEMAKERS OF 
AMERICA  was open to female students and not 
limited to those who had an interest in Home 
Economics. The chapter advisor was Miss Eunice C. 
Hutchins. Miss Hutchins tutored girls to 
successfully capture state and national offices. 
Both the Future Homemakers of America and the 
New Homemakers of America officially began in 
June, 1945. They were separate programs based on 
the predominate race of the high school the 
students attended, but were both guided by the 
same agencies: the U.S. Department of Education 
and the Home Economics Association. This photo is 
undated but probably taken between 1956 and 
1958. Pictured kneeling, left - right: Barbara Bell 
Lee, Catherine Morris Wierzbicki (deceased), and 
Patricia Holliday Snowden. Standing, left to right: 
Judy Brown Bowie Parker (deceased), Joan 
Smallwood Lyles, Clarice Ambush Foreman, Rachel 
Lee Mason, Beverly Hill Ford and Peggy Henson 
Bowie (deceased).  Submitted by Beverly Ford 

(Note: Although the law specified until 1890 that black schools were to have equal access to the common school fund, they often did 
not.  Whatever schools existed often suffered from inadequate financing, poor educational facilities, and outdated materials. Minorities had 
parallel clubs and athletic teams and formed their own PTAs, school organizations and their own sports and academic rivalries. In spite of 
this, African American teachers were dedicated to making sure their students had the same experiences as other students. These 
educational inequalities persisted into the 1950s. Court decisions, federal investigations such as those conducted by the United States 
Commission on Civil Rights in the late 1960s, the civil rights movement of that same age, activism by African Americans and others, and a 
more tolerant white society toppled Jim Crow.)  

1886 School Receipt 

 

 AARCH recently acquired a receipt at an auction dated April 15, 1886. It stated, “Each pupil, without regard to the time of 
entering  school , shall pay the sum of 25 cents per term for the usage of Books and Stationary, unless exempt from such payment by the 
Board of Trustees. The fee is in all cases payable in advance. It is due on the day of entrance and if not paid within one week after that day, 
the delinquent pupil will not  be entitled to, nor permitted to have use of Books and Stationary belonging to the school." 
   The receipt indicated that a Mr. Solomon Biggus had paid 25 cents for his child for the spring term to the Board of School   Commissioners 

of Frederick County  for school number one in election 
district 19. The money was received by the teacher , Mr. 
James H. Bruner. 
 
   The 1882 and the 1891 Annual Reports of Frederick 
County  Colored Schools to the State, both state that 
James H. Bruner  taught in the county. The 1910 census 
shows James H. Bruner as head of household, his 
occupation as a teacher, married and with one 
daughter. Mr. Biggus lived next door to John W. Bruner 
who was the first Superintendent of Colored Schools in 
Frederick County. -  Mary Harris 

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/pkcfl


Help preserve Frederick County’s  

African American History 

Your AARCH Society membership will enable us to provide programs and other initiatives to fulfill our mission to 

identify, collect, preserve, exhibit, and disseminate the history and culture of African Americans in Frederick County 

to provide an understanding of how the past shapes and enriches the present and the future for all citizens.  

 

  Please check circle that applies 

  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP - $10 

  Annual membership is active for the  

  calendar year beginning January 1st.  

  ___ New Member      ___ Renewal 

 

  LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $100 

Membership is active for life.  

 

  I WISH TO JOIN “FRIENDS OF AARCH” 

Send completed application and payment to 

AARCH Society 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization; All gifts and contributions are 100% deductible to the 

extent allowed by law. 

 

AARCH Society 

P.O. Box 3903 

Frederick, MD 21705 

STAMP 


