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Until the Story of the hunt is told 
by the Lion, the tale of the hunt 
will always glorify the hunter.  

African Proverb  

Christine Merry 
 Jim Merry 

connect ion  

Mr. Maceo Hallman 

 A large assembly of family, friends and supporters of The African American 

Resource Culture Heritage Society (AARCH) gathered at the Annual Living Treasures 

Banquet Saturday, October 14, 2017, at the Fire Hall in Libertytown, MD.  In keeping with 

the tradition of honoring 90+ Frederick County African American seniors, the venue was 

transformed into an inviting, elegant setting.  Five seniors were given accolades as they 

joined other existing Living Treasures in attendance.  Erma C.Lee, Harold Cooper, Frances 

Avis Williams, William Arnold Ambush and Ianthia Gray were the newest recipients.  They 

joyfully received certificates of resolution and recognition from County Executive Jan 

Gardner, office of Mayor McClement and AARCH.  96 year old Warren Dorsey shared his 

melodic voice in song, amazing those present with his perfect pitch.  The audience was 

encouraged to read Mr. Dorsey’s co-written autobiographical book, In Carrie’s Footprints 

that has become a favorite to many.   

 The widely attended banquet included city/county government officials and 

community leaders.  Also in attendance was Lisa Roy, the great-grand daughter of John W. 

Brunner, Superintendent of Colored Schools in Frederick County during the years of 

segregated education.   While attending a conference in Washington D.C., Lisa etched out 

time in her schedule to eagerly attend AARCH’s banquet before her return home to 

Denver, Colorado.   A special tribute was bestowed to 105 year old Katherine Sappington, 

the oldest of all existing Living Treasures.  A sample shown of her oral history video left 

attendees in awe of her life journey.  Mrs. Sappington shared her deep, yet simple wisdom 

and positive spirit despite any level of adversity she experienced throughout her years.  Her 

oral history video, in conjunction with the newest honorees, is a recent project that AARCH 

has initiated.  The project will document the lives of present and future 90+ local African 

American seniors and will provide a great resource for now and for future generations.   
- Barbara Thompson 

http://www.africarm.org/publications/lifestyle/proverbs/
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 World War I veteran Harry C. Bruce, born in Buckeystown, was inducted into the Army 
on October 27, 1917.  He served in Company 351 Field Artillery - Service of Supply, as a 
wagoneer.  His duty as a teamster was to drive delivery wagons, ambulances and as escort 
wagons for combat soldiers.  He had to have a thorough knowledge of how to care for the 
animals he used and handle the loads he transported.  He grew up on a farm, so it was a helpful 
tool to him. Harry received the Order of St. Sava Decoration for military merit.  The award was 
presented by the king of Serbia to soldiers of World War I. 
  Harry's son David was drafted and chose to serve in the United States 
Navy in World War II.  He was assigned to the USS Franklin, an aircraft 
carrier.  As most African Americans, he was assigned as a steward to work in 

the galley in food service. On March 19, 1945, the USS Franklin was operating 
about 50 miles off the coast of Japan, when a kamikaze plane appeared from the cloud cover and 
dropped two 550lb. bombs at dawn.  They hit the carrier , exploding the ammunition on the 
ship.  724 were killed and 256 were wounded.  Most in the galley escaped injury. David was still in 
the galley at the time.  The galley crew rushed to the aid of those who were injured.  He said, "We 
gave whiskey to the injured and treated them the best we could.  We were then told to remove 
the dog tags from the corpses before disposing their bodies into the sea for burial." 
  Both father and son played integral roles in the Armed Services.  They may seem menial to some, but 
without these services the troops would not have made it through to the front lines.  - Mary Harris 

"Authors of Liberty:  The Valiant Military Service of Maryland's Black Men and Women"  

was the title of the presentation given by Dr. Glenn Johnston on September 23rd at the C. 
Burr Artz Library.  It was a part of a statewide narrative for the centennial of World War 
I.  Dr. Johnston is the Chair of the Humanities and Public History Department of Stevenson 
University in Owings Mills, MD. 
  Johnston’s talk included how Maryland's black men and women served this coun-
try's military needs as far back as 275 years, protecting the freedom and rights of this coun-

try and overseas.  This was done without receiving these same 
rights for themselves. The presentation talked about courage, 
fortitude and sacrifice of members of the black community 
who helped write America's history. 
  The program was presented by C. Burr Artz Library and 
co-sponsored by AARCH, with the support of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities.  The program is a part of a 2 
year national initiative of Library America along with the Na-
tional WWI Museum and others. 
  AARCH featured an African American WWI display in the main showcase at 
the library for the month of September.  A table display was present for the presenta-

tion. In Dr. Johnston's listing of Maryland's military who made history, he recognized Frederick County's own Deca-
tur Dorsey from New Market, who served in the Civil War. 
 AARCH is continuing with research on our World War I warriors.  Share your families' WWI photos and sto-
ries with us. - Mary Harris 
 

Dr. Glenn Johnston 

Note: AARCH is interested in acquiring or copying photos of all Veterans born or buried in Frederick County, Md.  
We would prefer them in uniform, but will also accept photos of veterans not in uniform.  

These Veterans should be soldiers from the Civil War, Indian War, Spanish-American, Philippine-American War, WWI & II or Buffalo soldiers. 
Contact Mary Harris (mvhdole@aol.com) or Larry Moore (ltmfrmc1863y@verizon.net) 

Harry Bruce WWI 

David Bruce WWII 



 On Thursday, July 6, 2017, AARCH welcomed Kathe Hambrick, the founder and director of the River Road African 
American Museum in Donaldsonville, Louisiana, to speak at a community education event at the C. Burr Artz Library here in 
Frederick.  Ms. Hambrick founded the River Road African American Museum in 1994 to recognize the contributions of African 
Americans who lived and worked in plantations along the River Road which follows the Mississippi River in Louisiana.  That 
region was said to hold the greatest concentration of wealth in our 
nation before the Civil War, built on the institution of slavery. But the 
story of those who labored in bondage was glaringly absent at the 
plantation homes visited by tourists along the Mississippi until Ms. 
Hambrick opened the Museum. The Museum, which first opened in a 
room at a plantation home, sheds light on the struggles and 
perseverance of those who were enslaved as well as their 
descendants.  

 Ms. Hambrick shared the challenges and successes she met in 
the 23 years she directed the Museum. She offered an inside look at 
the far-reaching impact of African Americans in southern Louisiana 
telling their own story through the Museum and sharing it with the 
wider community. The Museum welcomes visitors from throughout 
the United States and various regions of the world. 

 Ms. Hambrick’s presentation provided guidance and insight 
for AARCH as AARCH continues to develop plans for Frederick’s 
African American Heritage Center.  The presentation was open to all 
and was enjoyed by members of AARCH, Friends of AARCH, and our 
local community.  - Ingrid Palmquist 
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Kathe Hambrick (2nd from the left, front row) poses with 

members and friends of AARCH. 

A n  O p e n  L e t t e r  t o  A A R C H  S u p p o r t e r s  
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 In this and future issues of the AARCH Newsletter there will 
be information designed to plant a seed in your thinking about mak-
ing a bequest to AARCH. The idea for this program stems from a need 
not only for start-up funds for a museum or heritage center, but for 
sustaining our organization’s programs in the future as well.  
 You have shown your support to AARCH and have been loyal 
to what we are doing in the community as well as what we plan for 
the future. There is a way to help us that does not occur to many 
people. We are not asking for funds out of pocket but that you con-
sider adding a gift to AARCH in your will or a simple notarized state-
ment. We understand that the reason most people have not done 
this is because it never occurred to them that they could. According 
to the Leave a Legacy Foundation Western New York, almost 75% of 
Americans make gifts to charities during their lifetime, yet fewer than 
10% make a bequest or other legacy gift at their death.  
 Our plan is to feature one or two aspects of planned or lega-
cy giving in subsequent issues of our newsletter. We want you to be 
informed as to (1) what it is, (2) types of bequest and (3) the few sim-
ple steps that can make a legacy bequest happen. We will be availa-
ble to answer or direct your questions. If and when you decide that 
you want to consider designating a charitable gift to AARCH, we will 
provide any needed assistance every step of the way.  
 We thank you for your support of AARCH in the past and 
appreciate your interest in our vision. 
 
Most sincerely, 
The Board of Directors of AARCH 

 As always, it is extremely gratifying to see the growth 

and momentum taking place in our organization and our 

community. We will continue to fine tune existing programs and 
events to tell the African American story. At the same time, 

we are developing new initiatives to enhance our efforts. This 

year we have received some very important and interesting 

items for our collection. We also received development grants 

from The City of Frederick and Frederick Tourism.  
 The African American experience is such an important 

part of our nation’s history that, when acknowledged, can only 

benefit us all. AARCH has witnessed this in so many ways 

through the programs and events presented along the way. 

Whether it be a cemetery clean up, the Family History Fair, 
the Living Treasures Banquet, or even the recent successful 

AARCH yard sale, we can come together, learn and enjoy one 

another and at the same time achieve a common goal. 

 We can also benefit from the stories and experiences 

that prior generations can tell us with such dignity and grace. 
They give us a brief glimpse into the knowledge and wisdom 

that’s gained by hearing their stories. 

 AARCH will continue these efforts to benefit our 

community at large and hopes to one day open an African 

American Heritage Center to facilitate and maintain these 
important pieces of our history. 

 Thanks and much appreciation to all AARCH members, 

supporters, partners and friends,  

      David Key  
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 William Grinage,  born Feb. 25, 1866,  was the first recognized professional artist in Fred-

erick. He had a small photographic and art studio in his home at 22 W. All Saints Street. 

Only three of his paintings are known to exist today. His commissioned painting of Fran-

cis Scott Key now hangs in The Heritage Frederick Center.  Two of his paintings are 

owned by his church, Asbury United Methodist Church. 

 Doubs Elementary School in Pleasant View was  the last black school to close in Frederick 

County. It closed in March 1964, when Carroll Manor Elementary opened. Integration of 

all other black schools in the county was achieved by 1962. 

 In the 1770s, hematite ore was discovered in the Catoctin Mountains of Maryland by 

Thomas Johnson, Jr., who later became the first governor of Maryland and delegate to 

the Continental Congress. Johnson and his brothers excavated the ore beds, and the ad-

jacent village of Catoctin Furnace was built around the associated furnace . The furnace 

first employed a labor force of enslaved African Americans . 

Why did Harriet Tubman Decide to Escape?    
Planning to Escape and a New Name  

In 1849 Tubman’s owner, Edward Brodess, needed to sell slaves in order to cover his debts. 
Minty (Harriet’s slave name) heard rumors that she and her brothers were going to be sold. 
According to Sarah Hopkins Bradford’s biography of Harriet Tubman, Minty began praying 
that her owner would change his mind “I prayed all night long for my master till the first of 
March”. When her prayers did not work she changed it to: “Oh Lord, if you ain’t never going 
to change that man’s heart, kill him, Lord, and take him out of the way”. 

A week later, Edward Brodess died. Minty felt guilty and full of remorse. The death of her 
master brought more uncertainty over her and her brothers’ futures. They had already seen 
three of their sisters being sold and she was not going to let that happen to them. 

She resolved that trying to escape, even if they were caught, was a better option than being 
sold to the south. Minty was ready. She had saved enough money from the hiring of her 
labor and knew people who conducted the Underground Railroad. She strongly believed 
that God would guide her. In preparation to her escape she changed her name to Harriet, 
after her mother, and adopted her husband’s last name, Tubman. Changing their given and 
last names was a common occurrence among fugitive slaves. They did not want to leave 
traces, all they wanted was a total break from their lives in bondage. - Mary Harris 

The 2nd Annual African History Fair is scheduled to be held February 10, 2018 at the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from 9 am to 3 pm. The keynote speaker 

will be Elizabeth Comer, secretary of the Catoctin Furnace Historical Society, with an 

update on recent happenings at the Catoctin Furnace site. Visitors will have access to the Church’s Family 

History Center to do family research. Families, organizations and churches, with roots in Frederick County, 

are invited to share your history with a table display.  Space is limited, so if you would like to reserve a table, 

please contact Rick Smith at rhsmith@mcdaniel.edu. More information about the fair will be forthcoming. 

Congratulations to AARCH Board  
member, Larry Moore! He received 
the "Historic Preservation Recogni-
tion Award" for Excellent Volunteer 
Work in Historic Preservation from 
the Carrollton Manor Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion. 

The following is a list of what 
AARCH has been doing Since the 
last newsletter . . .  
 

 John Wesley Cemetery Clean-up 

 Public presentation by Kathe 
Hambrick, director and founder 
of the River Road African Ameri-
can Museum 

 Afr. Amer. WWI soldiers month 
long Display at C. Burr Artz Li-
brary 

 Presentation on “The Valiant 
Military Service of Maryland's 
Black Men and Wom-
en” (Cosponsor with C. Burr Artz 
Library) 

 Collaboration with Heritage 
Frederick’s History Symposium 

 Afr. Amer. History display in 
History Tent at the Frederick Fair 

 Annual Living Treasures Banquet 

 

http://www.harriet-tubman.org/escape/
http://books.google.ca/books?id=mUgDAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=harriet+tubman&hl=en&sa=X&ei=lRSZUtSkDOP9igLpgIHIBg&ved=0CDwQ6AEwAzgK#v=onepage&q=harriet%20tubman&f=false
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 All too often we forget 
about the special people who make 
our world a much more pleasant 
place to live in.  These people go 
about their good deeds quietly, nev-
er expecting anything in return.  Be-
cause of that, they make our own 
deeds easier and our actions 
“shinier”. 
 Life is short, and I would like 
to adjust this common practice and 
give the proper and well-deserved 
acknowledgement, along with many 
thanks to those unassuming and gra-
cious people in the background. 
 My chosen unsung heroine 
is Jessica of Sams Creek in New 
Windsor, MD.  For all the collabora-
tive AARCH and Church of the Latter-
Day Saints cemetery clean-up pro-
jects, Sams Creek has provided the 
portable toilets.  I realize this is not a 
very glamorous item to spotlight, but 
think of the consequences otherwise.   
 Consider that these ceme-
teries are most often located in out 
of the way places and that many 
hours of labor are required…in that 
light, the portable toilet almost 
seems glamorous, right?! 
 So, on behalf of AARCH, my 
sincere accolades go to Jessica of 
Sams Creek and all the other Boo 
Radleys and Tom Robinsons in our 
world! 

Alice Key 
AARCH member 

 On a sunny day last June, about forty members of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints and AARCH members turned out to clean up the John Wesley 
Church Cemetery in Libertytown.  While the cemetery had been faithfully mowed and 
maintained for many years by Jimmy Green, brambles and saplings had gradually 
overtaken one large section of the cemetery.  That area was a major target of the 
cleanup.  By early afternoon, a bush hog ably guided by David Key, chainsaws, weed 
whackers, and more than a little effort had tamed the thicket. Throughout the day, 
about a half-dozen crews worked to reset leaning and fallen tombstones.  Lunch was 
provided by the women of AARCH and gave a time to re-coup and chat with fellow 
workers. 
 Eight members of the extended Key family came to the cleanup with a special 
objective, the graves of their progenitors.  In the morning, they worked to reset the 
tombstones of James and Cordelia (Parker) Key.  James and Cordelia are the first in 
the line of what is now an eight-generation family tree extending back to the 1830’s 
when the couple became the first of their line to taste freedom. In mid-afternoon. 
the family members gathered around the two graves for a solemn and yet joyous cer-
emony honoring the lives of those on whose shoulders they stand.  It should be not-
ed that James and Cordelia were among the founders of the Oldfield community of 
Keys Chapel, and James was a trustee of both churches.  Theirs was a truly remarka-
ble family.  Their son, John Key, was the first minister of the Keys Chapel Methodist 
Episcopal (M.E.) Church.  His son, John H. Key, was its second minister.  James and 

Cordelia’s other son, Charles 
Grafton Key, was a promi-
nent minister in the Wash-
ington Conference of the 
M.E. Church for over 44 
years.   
 At the end of the 
day, the cleanup partici-
pants had worked an amaz-
ing restoration of the John 
Wesley Cemetery – another 
example of the good that 
can be had when members 
of the community come to-
gether to preserve the past.  
    Rick Smith 

A BIT OF HISTORY: 
The John Wesley M. E. Church site dates formally from 1868, when Alfred and Elizabeth Roberts gave a quarter-acre plot to school trustees Jacob Mabury, 
Solomon Lawson, James Key, John Jenkins, and Lorenzo Penn for the establishment and construction of a “School for the Colored Children of Libertytown.”  
Exactly when the church was built is unknown, but evidence shows it existed well before 1868. The 1858 Isaac Bond map of Libertytown shows a “Colored Ch. 
M(ethodist)” located on the site.  And, the oldest tombstone in the cemetery is that of 51-year old Mary Rollins (ca 1804-1855). Sadly, we know virtually noth-
ing about Mary Rollins.  It is possible, however, that she was the wife of James Rollins, whose family lived in Liberty District in 1840.  

In 1869, the top floor of the 1868 school building was leased to the Masonic Order of Colored Persons for 100 years.  By 1873 the Titus map of Libertytown 
shows the presence of both a “Colored Ch.” and a ’School” on what was part of the 6 acres owned by John and Elizabeth Roberts on the west end of the town.  
Roberts was a sergeant in the 4th USCT during the Civil War and was wounded during the Battle of Petersburg.  In his 1876 will, Alfred G. Roberts left two town 
lots adjoining the “Colored People’s Grave-yard” to his son Francis P. Roberts and one acre of land adjoining the graveyard to his son James H. Roberts.  Follow-
ing the death of his wife, Elizabeth, they were to receive these parcels.  Alfred G. Roberts’ (1806-1876) tombstone stands on the western edge of the cemetery.  
His widow married Daniel Costley in 1879, but it is unknown when she passed or where she is buried. 

In 1975 the members of the John Wesley Church merged with the Libertytown United Methodist Church, with whom they had been jointly worshipping for 
two years prior to the formal union.  The original church building no longer exists, but the school building, now a private residence, still stands today. 

The Key family at the gravesites of John & Cordelia Key 



Help preserve Frederick County’s  

African American History 

Your AARCH Society membership will enable us to provide programs and other initiatives to fulfill our mission to 

identify, collect, preserve, exhibit, and disseminate the history and culture of African Americans in Frederick County 

to provide an understanding of how the past shapes and enriches the present and the future for all citizens.  

 

  Please check circle that applies 

  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP - $10 

  Annual membership is active for the  

  calendar year beginning January 1st.  

  ___ New Member      ___ Renewal 

  LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $100 

Membership is active for life.  

  I WISH TO JOIN “FRIENDS OF AARCH” 

      and volunteer with AARCH projects 

 
Send completed application and payment to 

AARCH Society 
P.O. Box 3903 - Frederick, MD 21705 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization; All gifts and contributions are 100% deductible to the 

extent allowed by law. 

 

AARCH Society 

P.O. Box 3903 

Frederick, MD 21705 
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