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Mt. Olive Cleanup: An Uplifting Experience 

    On Saturday, October 10, over 100 volunteers from AARCH, the Church of Latter Day Saints, and 

Strawbridge Church met to cleanup the 165 year old Mt. Olive Cemetery off Parsonage Lane near 

New Windsor.  Over the years, vandals had damaged many of the tombstones and the surrounding 

woods had gradually encroached on parts of the cemetery. 

    Throughout the day, chainsaws whined as the woods were pushed back.  Multiple crews of 

individuals moved throughout the cemetery clearing brush, hauling branches, and repairing 

tombstones.  A break was taken in the middle of the day for lunch prepared by the women of the 

Mormon and Strawbridge churches. 

    During the day, we learned that one of the participants, Anthony Jackson, is a direct descendant 

of the original owners of the land, Anthony and Mary Jackson, who sold the original one-acre plot to 

the church in 1850.  Their graves lie on the northern side of the cemetery beneath a stately red 

cedar.  A group of young folks helped him straighten their tombstones. 

    In the afternoon a moment was taken while Ron Hollingsworth, a Vietnam veteran and member 

of the Strawbridge church, placed a flag on the grave of Corporal Daniel Thompson, one of four Civil 

War veterans who lie at rest in the cemetery. 

    Late in the day, during the clearing of the last corner of brush 

and thorns, an amazing discovery was made.  A group of young 

folks saw part of an almost totally buried tombstone lying 

beneath the leaves.  When they had unearthed it, they revealed 

the large, beautifully carved, white granite tombstone of Leathy J. 

Byears (1812-1892), the wife of Cash Byears.  While we do not yet 

know much about this Byers family, we do know that this is the 

only Byers tombstone in any of the over 30 African American 

cemeteries in Frederick County. 

    The efforts of the many folks who participated in the cleanup 

resulted in an amazing transformation of this sacred space.  But 

even more than that, the day was one that renewed our spirits, as 

we saw individuals from all parts of our community, men and 

women, young and old, black and white work together to honor 

and preserve the past.  Our circle of true friends and our respect 

for one another expanded that day.    

- Rick Smith, AARCH Cemetery Committee 

[Note: Rick Smith will be expanding on this clean up effort with a  special presentation. See pg. 2 for details.]  

Another cemetery cleanup day is being considered for this coming Spring.  If you would like to notified of this 
event, please send your email address to Rick Smith (rhsmith@mcdaniel.edu) 
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AARCH wishes to extend a warm thank you to Sam’s Creek Construction for donating the portable restroom, 
the Edgewood Church of the Brethren for the use of their parking lot, the people of both participating churches 

who provided lunch, Mrs. Devilbiss of Parsonage Rd. for preparing tasty cupcakes, and Charles Rohn for 
donating the time saving wood chipper.  A special “thank you” to everyone who labored and to the Church of 

Latter Day Saints for using this project for their “Day of Service” 
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A review of AARCH’s accomplishments for 2015 will be presented 

and AARCH officers and Board of Directors elected 



Greetings, 

 AARCH has had an extraordinary and exciting year. Along with our ongoing programs and initiatives, 

we have been working on a comprehensive strategic plan, as well as a business plan, to help guide us in estab-

lishing both short and long range goals. 

 AARCH has embarked on a new cemetery cleanup program started last year. We have partnered with 

local churches and community organizations to document and clean up African American Cemeteries in the 

county. This effort started with the cleanup of Fairview and Mt. Olive cemeteries, with the help  of the 

Church of Latter Day Saints, Asbury United Methodist, Strawbridge United Methodist, the Mt. City Elks 

Lodge, and many community volunteers. This was a great experience for all who participated. We are very 

proud to work with the Frederick Preservation Trust on saving the Ceres Bethel church from further deterio-

ration, as well as planning with Frederick Memorial Hospital to establish an area to recognize the Greenmount 

cemetery.  It's always an honor to recognize and celebrate our Living Treasures, and this eighth year as al-

ways, was a wonderful event. The details of these programs are included in this newsletter. 

 With great enthusiasm and determination, we look forward to the challenges ahead and hope you will 

join us in our efforts. AARCH will continue to work at bringing a better understanding of African American 

History in Frederick County as well as the significant contributions African Americans made to this country. 

 We thank you for your support and HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL !! 

David Key 

The AARCH Society appreciates new members and 
renewals of memberships, which run the calendar 
year from January thru December. We welcome all 
who wish to help support our Mission. 

If you are a member, please renew your membership 
($10) for 2016. If you are not a member, please 
consider joining! 

A membership form is included on the back of this 
newsletter. In addition, please consider making a 
donation to our end of the year Capital Fund drive. 

In addition to the projects included in this newsletter, 

AARCH is developing some exciting programs and 

projects for 2016! Several presentations are planned to 

inform the community about AARCH’s mission and 

vision. Also there will be presentations and displays that 

highlight various aspects of Frederick County’s African 

American History. We will also continue to collaborate 

with other groups in keeping with our mission. 

In the spring, look for the opportunity to take an 

“AUTHENTIC AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY WALKING 

TOUR”  where the tour guides will be local African 

Americans who lived and experienced the times before 

and during the civil rights movement. 
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 AARCH is very proud to have partnered with the 

Frederick Preservation Trust to save the Ceres Bethel 

AME Church located in Burkittsville Md. This frame 

building on a stone foundation was constructed in 1870, 

and was the spiritual refuge for African Americans in the 

Burkittsville area of Frederick County for more than 100 

years. It is a good example of a post Civil War black 

church built by former slaves who were living in the 

area. The Ceres Bethel AME Church congregation was 

active until 1984 when the church was closed and the 

remaining members transferred to other area churches.  

 While the still active cemetery, the final resting 

place for some prominent African-Americans from 

Frederick County, has burials identified as early as 1871, 

the most recent burial was 2014. Sadly, since 1984, the church has been abandoned, subject to the elements and vandalism.  

 The Frederick Preservation Trust nominated the Ceres Bethel AME to 

Endangered Maryland with the hope of publicizing the fragility of this building and 

the significance of the church.  With no current congregation to maintain the 

building, it will continue to be damaged by trespassers.  A grant from  Preservation 

Maryland will be used to help in this effort.  

 Thanks to Anthony Owens Remodeling for boarding up and securing the 

church at no charge. We hold these places to be important artifacts of African 

American history and a treasured part of the fabric of Frederick County.   

So again, AARCH is pleased to partner with the Frederick Preservation Trust and we 

are looking forward to working with other organizations and businesses to achieve 

our common goals. 

 

 

WHY PRESERVE AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORIC PLACES?  

 By preserving historic sites that tell the story of African Americans in this country, we draw attention to the 

contributions of both ordinary and extraordinary people. Such stories might otherwise be lost, because urban renewal  

and the out-migration of blacks destroyed or led to the abandonment of many African American communities. By saving 

African American landmarks, we can stimulate revitalization and foster interest in places that today seem to exist without 

history or meaning. Indeed these places can serve as anchors reviving our sense of community. 

 

Posted by The Preservation Leadership Forum of the National Trust for Historic Preservation  
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GREENMOUNT CEMETERY: AARCH Society and FMH Collaboration 

 The AARCH Society of Frederick is currently in collaboration with Frederick Memorial Hospital to provide a plaque 

and a space to honor our African American ancestors who were once buried at Greenmount Cemetery.   The land which 

was once known as the Greenmount Cemetery was purchased by the Frederick Memorial Hospital in anticipation of the 

need for expansion. Each time Frederick Memorial Hospital has expanded due to a growing need for space, remains from 

the Greenmount Cemetery have been discovered.  

 A location has been selected to place a plaque and to provide a tranquil space to honor those who were buried at 

the Greenmount Cemetery.   The plaque will be placed on a wall within the new Outpatient Lobby next to the door which 

will lead to the outside area to be used by the staff and community to seek a peaceful place to mediate and relax while 

waiting for loved ones who are patients in the hospital.  The space is located right off of the new parking deck and the 

Outpatient Lobby. 

 The AARCH Society has a committee which will work with Ms. Melissa Lambdin from the Marketing Division of 

Frederick Memorial Hospital and the architects of the new portion of the hospital to design the space to honor our 

ancestors buried at the Greenmount Cemetery.  It is the committee’s request that this space incorporate a fountain, 

benches, tables, and landscaping to provide a tranquil environment by the late spring or early summer.  Once the 

construction is complete, a ceremony will be arranged to honor those who were buried at Greenmount.  There will also 

be a memorial service held at Fairview Cemetery to honor the new home for our ancestors and those who were moved  

from Greenmount Cemetery years ago.  There is currently a stone at Fairview Cemetery recognizing those who were once 

buried at Greenmount.  This memorial service will happen in conjunction with the ceremony at FMH.  There will be more 

information to come as we progress through this collaborative process with Frederick Memorial Hospital.   

- Sherry Collette - AARCH/FMH Committee 

HISTORY OF GREENMOUNT CEMETERY 

 The Greenmount Cemetery, a black cemetery, lay on the south side of 7th St., spanning the distance be-

tween Toll House and Montclaire Avenues, and extended from 7th St. almost the whole way to Park Ave-

nue (according to the plat/deed) from the late 1800s to the early 1900s. Hundreds of black Frederick resi-

dents were buried there.  

 In the 1920s, the hospital bought the land and relocated the graves to a new spot on the east side of the 

city, creating Fairview Cemetery - now the largest black cemetery in the city.  

 During excavation near the Emergency Department in 2001 for the new lobby, bone fragments remaining 

from the cemetery were found.  

 In February or March 2002, the hospital reinterred these bones at Fairview Cemetery.  

 While doing more excavation work on Nov. 14, 2014 to expand the hospital, construction workers again 

unearthed a small amount of bones and bone fragments, also thought to be remaining from Greenmount. 

On Nov. 20, 2014, the Chief Medical Examiner's Office determined the bones were from the old cemetery 

and the State's Attorney gave the hospital permission to continue construction. 

 AARCH met with the hospital to explore ways to preserve the history of the cemetery and honor those 

buried there. 

 

NOTE: Local historian (and member of AARCH) David H. Wallace has been researching black cemeteries and has compiled a 

list of people who were buried at Greenmount from the late 1880s to the late 1920s. AARCH will be sharing the list of names 

with the hope that their ancestors will be able to attend the memorial service.   
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 One of AARCH’s favorite endeavors is our Annual Living Treasures Banquet, when we honor our African American 

Frederick County seniors 90+ years old.  This year the event was held Saturday, October24, 2015, at the Libertytown Fire Hall 

in Libertytown, MD.  New members welcomed into this distinguished group include Clara Butler, Alice Davis, Catherine Moore, 

Kenyon Parker, Evelyn Thomas, Hanford Thomas and Mary Timpson.  A brief biography was read, which highlighted the lives 

of each new treasure, ending with sharing the “key” to their longevity.  Not surprising,  their “keys” were simplistic, yet 

thought provoking – faith in God, treat people the same as you wish to be treated, keep moving, don’t drink or smoke, and 

keep stress out of your life.  

 Together our seniors and family members enjoyed a scrumptious buffet meal of fried chicken, roast beef, shrimp and 

tasty side dishes.  A special cake, designed by Debbie Addison, reflected the relevance and beauty of the entire event.  Dinner 

music was provided by Reginald Davis, whose saxophone proficiency and harmonious voice provided a relaxing atmosphere.   

Alumni Living Treasure, Warren Dorsey, lifted his powerful voice for a musical selection, “My Way”.  Not only is he a great 

singer, but also a writer. His book In Carrie’s Footprints, is a glimpse inside Mr. Dorsey’s life of poverty, resilience and determi-

nation to succeed.  The book is available for purchase on Amazon.com. 

 Included in the program was recognition of our Treasured Angels, those beloved Living Treasures who have gone to 

their spiritual home.  An extended moment of silence, soft background music, their names called one by one, as we acknowl-

edged their strength and fortitude in the face of racial discrimination and unimaginable adversity. 

Present at the banquet were Centurions Kathleen Williams, age 101 and Ruth Onley, age 101.  Unable to attend this year, 

Katherine Sappington, age 104.   

 We remain in awe of each Living Treasure.  Truly they are due our honor, respect, and recognition for the legacy they 

leave behind. The rest of us can embrace the knowledge that our journey has been made less difficult because of their exist-

ence in a world that continues to strive for equality.   - Barbara Thompson, Living Treasures Coordinator 

“Those who have no record of what  

their forebears have accomplished  

lose the inspiration which  

comes from the teaching of  

biography and history”  

 - Carter G. Woodson 

 Note: We are continuing to collect 

oral histories of our Living Treasures  

throughout the year.   

Everyday memories of everyday people,  

have historical importance.  
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Black Marylanders in the Civil War  

   Maryland had six Black regiments to serve in the Civil War. They were the 4th, 7th, 9th, 19th, 30th and 39th Regiments of the 

United States Colored Troops. Most Marylanders served in these regiments, including those from Frederick County. They 

were commonly called the USCT. 

  Each regiment was made up of 1000 men, organized into 10 companies, with 100 men in each company. All had white 

officers. 

   Maryland had 8,718 Black troops to serve. More than 300 listed their birthplace as Frederick County. Among the first duties 

of these United States Colored Troops was building fortifications, doing guard duty at prisons, and working in wartime 

hospitals. Later, the infantry,  had full engagement in many battles and skirmishes along the east coast from Virginia to 

Florida. The 7th engaged in battle at Petersburg  and at Richmond, Virginia the Confederate capital. They were at 

Appomattox when Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrendered to Union General Ulysses S. Grant, ending the Civil War, 

150 years ago this past April 9th. 

    Mrs. Kathleen Snowden, a local historian, now deceased, said  about 150 men from New Market alone served in the USCT. 

Two were Upton Williams and Decatur Dorsey. Both were born slaves, but had very different stories.        

    Decatur Dorsey was awarded a Medal of Honor for his brave and fearless actions at the Battle of the Crater in Virginia. 

Upton Williams, an escaped slave, joined the Union Army, was captured in Virginia and returned to his owner and was forced 

to serve with the Confederate Army. He was declared a deserter by the Union Army. After the war he fought and succeeded 

in clearing his name. 

  

 There are more than 100 beautifully carved tombstones, that can be found in cemeteries in Frederick and Carroll 
 Counties, made by slave, ex-slave and farmer Sebastian  'Boss' Hammond. 

 The American Colonization Society was formed in 1816 to send free blacks and manumitted slaves to Africa to form a 
 colony, Liberia, West Africa, and 58 from Frederick County left to go there. 

 There were more than 300 black men from Frederick County who served with the Union Army during the Civil War with 
 the United Colored Troops (USCT). 

 A weekly newspaper, The Frederick Hornet, was published from 1912 to 1915 in the interest of the Negro race and 
 humanity in general. 

 Quinn Chapel AME Church was established in a home around 1817 and built its present day location by 1829.The 
 church served as a hospital during the Civil War and also established the first school for black students in Frederick. 

 Henry Ossawa Tanner, one of America's pre-eminent black artist, was living in Frederick during the Civil War. President 
 William J. Clinton acquired one of his paintings that now hangs in the White House. 

 The first woman from Frederick County to earn a medical degree was Dr. Blanche Bourne-Tyree, a Black woman. 

 John Greenleaf Whittier, the poet who wrote the patriotic poem 'Barbara Frietchie', was a devoted  abolitionist  who wrote 
 many anti-slavery poems. One was named "Of A Virginia Mother to Her Daughter Sold Into Southern Bondage." 

  All Saints Street was the hub of life for the black citizens of Frederick County for many years and provided many of their 
 business, professional and social needs. 

 The Union Hospital, located at 137 W All Saint Street, served black citizens of Frederick Co. from 1919 to 1928. 

 There were 13 black schools started in Frederick County between 1865 to 1870 and by 1923 there were 27 
 located around the county 

 The all Black 320th Barrage Balloon was assigned to the Omaha and Utah Beaches in Normandy, France to protect the 
 incoming infantry and armor during World War II. Seven black men from Frederick were there. 
 
Compiled by AARCH Historian, Mary Harris 



Help preserve Frederick County’s  

African American History 

Your AARCH Society membership will enable us to provide programs and other initiatives to fulfill our mission to 

identify, collect, preserve, exhibit, and disseminate the history and culture of African Americans in Frederick County 

to provide an understanding of how the past shapes and enriches the present and the future for all citizens.  

  Please check circle that applies 

  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP - $10 

  Annual membership is active for the  

  calendar year beginning January 1st.  

  ___ New Member      ___ Renewal 

 

  LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $100 

Membership is active for life.  

 

  I WISH TO JOIN “FRIENDS OF AARCH” 

Send completed application and payment to 

AARCH Society 

 

AARCH Society 

P.O. Box 3903 

Frederick, MD 21705 

STAMP 


