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        CHECK OUT THE NATIONAL ALTAR GUILD ASSOCIATION (NAGA) WEBSITE: 

            http://www.nationalaltarguildassociation.org/    
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                      DAG NEWSLETTER 

Diocesan Board:  See Page 4 for Board Member contact information. 

NEWS FROM THE CENTRAL FLORIDA DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD PRESIDENT: 

By Kathy Shearer 

For the past five years the Diocesan Altar Guild Board (DAG) has provided those in 
attendance at the Annual Meeting with a form to evaluate all aspects of the meeting and 
to request suggestions of topics for programs at following Annual Meetings.  As a result 
the DAG Board has provided a wide variety of guest speakers and topics and last year 
the Board offered a variety of workshops.  Based upon comments and suggestions from 
2019, the DAG Board is providing a choice of two seminar/workshops at the 2020 
Annual Meeting.  The basic information regarding this meeting is provided on Page 2 
and we are happy to welcome Bishop Brewer as the celebrant for the Eucharist.  Please 
mark your calendars and reserve the date. 
 
We are delighted to have Tom MacCubbin, urban horticulturalist, presenting a flower 
workshop entitled "Dooryard Clippings for Heavenly Displays."  Although Tom retired in 
2007 after 36 years from the University of Florida Cooperative Extension Services as an 
extension agent emeritus, he continues to contribute to gardeners all over Florida with 
his radio program "Better Lawns & Gardens" on Saturday mornings from 7 -9 am on 540 
am (WFLA), his columns in the Orlando Sentinel, and his co-hosting of Orange County 
Gardening on cable TV.  Also, Tom has written 6 books.  We are excited to have Tom, 
who is a member of Church of the Holy Spirit in Apopka, to be one of our presenters.   
In addition to interest in a presentation of a workshop for flower guild members, there 
were requests for another workshop on Altar Guild Manuals and other practical guides.  
Altar Guild Manuals are ever-changing documents which are essential to altar guild 
members, old and new.  Judy Henderson, Past Directress of the DAG Board, and I  
have entitled our workshop "Practical Guides for Altar Guild and Developing an Altar 
Guild Manual."  We will provide samples of practical guides and check-off worksheets 
for completing all duties prior to services, sample work schedules, samples of Altar 
Guild Manuals from churches in our Dioceses, and recommendations of reference 
books for altar guilds. 
 
Northeast Deanery representatives Judy Valk, Riek Fitzpatrick, Sandi Hendriks, Susan 
Gummey as well as Jeanne Rasi and her Altar Guild at St Barnabas have been working 
diligently to make this a memorable Annual Meeting.  We hope you will plan to attend.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
On another note, as you celebrate the birth of Jesus with beautiful altars, if you have 
photos of your Christmas altar you would like to share with others by way of our 
newsletter, please forward them to Judy Henderson, jem2415@earthlink.net  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

24-25 January 2020 – Central FL Diocesan Convention, Winter Haven 

15 February 2020 – Annual Central FL Diocesan Altar Guild Meeting at St Barnabas, 

Deland; hosted by the Northeast Deanery (see page 2) 

31 May – 3 June 2020 – Province IV Altar Guild Conference, Kanuga, Hendersonville NC 

30 June-9 July 2021 – National Altar Guild Association (NAGA) Meeting and Episcopal Church 

Convention in Baltimore, MD 

         

         

  

 

http://www.nationalaltarguildassociation.org/
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ANNUAL DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD (DAG) MEETING: 

 

DATE:  15 February 2020 

 

PLACE:  St.  Barnabas Episcopal Church 

   319 W Wisconsin Avenue 

   Deland, FL 32720 

 

WORKSHOPS: Choice of  

   1.  “Dooryard Clippings for Heavenly Displays” – Flower Workshop 

    – Tom MacCubbin,   

 OR 

   2.  “Practical Guides for Altar Guild and Developing an  

    Altar Guild Manual” – Kathy Shearer & Judy Henderson   

 

COST:  $15.00 – includes breakfast items and lunch 

 

SUSPENSE FOR REGISTRATION: 7 February 2020 [no refunds after 7 February] 

 

Registration packages will be sent to all churches in early January 2020. 

 

DUES AND LOVE OFFERING 

In January 2020 a letter will be sent to all Diocesan churches requesting that they pay Diocesan Altar Guild dues – $10 

for churches or $5 for missions – in February 2020.  The dues are used to pay for printing and mailing the quarterly 

newsletter to all churches and for other operating expenses.  In addition to dues, it is suggested that churches/Altar 

Guilds make a “Love Offering” in any amount their members may want to contribute.  This Love Offering is used to assist 

with the care of the Canterbury Chapel, the Bishop’s Oratory, and the Chapel at Camp Wingmann.  The Love Offering 

also helps offset the costs of our annual meeting and helps pay the expenses for the Diocesan President to attend the 

annual Province IV Altar Guild meeting at Kanuga in North Carolina and to attend the National Altar Guild Association 

meeting that’s held every three years in conjunction with the Episcopal Church Convention.   

 

If you haven’t already sent your dues for 2019, we’re still accepting the 2019 dues and/or love offering.  Please send 

your 2019 dues and love offerings to Cyndy Berry, Diocesan Altar Guild Treasurer, at 4201 Limerick Dr., Lake Wales, FL 

33859, and indicate “For Diocesan 2019 Altar Guild - Dues and/or Love Offering” on the check. 

   

               

               

 St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 

      Orlando           

 

Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child        

 -- 178 shoeboxes were blessed 

      at the Altar on Sunday, 17 November          

               

               

               
     2        



HOLY TRINITY – MELBOURNE – RENOVATES HISTORIC CHAPEL: 

 

     Holy Trinity in Melbourne is in the process of renovating their Historic  

     Chapel.  The beginning of the Holy Trinity parish family happened in 1878  

     when Richard and Jessie Goode asked that the traveling Episcopal  

     Bishop stop by their little cabin along Crane Creek to baptize their  

     children.  Jessie took a bread board, put it on her sewing machine, and  

     that became the first altar for Eucharist in what would become Holy Trinity  

     Episcopal Church.  By Christmas 1886, the church was ready to open the  

     doors of what is now their Historic Chapel.  Originally located south of  

              Prior to Revitalization  Crane Creek, the Historic Chapel was moved just prior to the dawn of the 

20th century to a new location on Highway 1 to better accommodate the growing community.  At this time, the 

church was dismantled and placed on a barge to float the church down the creek to its new location on 

Highway 1.  At this location, the church was enlarged by 20 feet and a year later a belfry and bell were given 

by Jessie Goode.  Many years later (in 1963), the Historic Chapel was placed on a truck and moved once 

again to its current location on West Strawbridge Avenue, next to the “new” church, but minus the bell tower. 

 

The Historic Chapel has been in constant use over the years with smaller services and many weddings and 

funerals held there.  In 2015, the Holy Trinity congregation voted to raise money to renovate their parish 

kitchen and revitalize the Historic Chapel, and a majority of members voted to add a new bell tower with 

restrooms in the lower part of the tower.  After many delays – finding a contractor, weather delays, building 

permit delays, etc – the chapel renovations are nearly complete, and services are being planned for Christmas 

in the newly renovated facility.  Improvements include new electric wiring throughout the Chapel, a new air 

conditioning system, new lighting, a new handicap ramp, a front porch, and of course, the bell tower with 

restrooms.  There were no restrooms before the renovation; congregants and visitors would have to visit the 

“new” church for these facilities.   

                

As the renovations came closer to reality, it was also realized that  

additional items would be needed to complete the project and the  

congregation was offered an opportunity to memorialize loved ones  

or make gifts in thanksgiving for blessings in their lives – a new  

steeple cross for the top of the bell tower, stained-glass windows  

for the bottom section of the bell tower, new back porch and steps,  

a new organ, a new sound and video system, and landscaping  

around the newly renovated chapel, are just a few of the items  

that have been given.  The altar guild asked if they could get in on  

the “new items” for the renovated chapel, and the answer was “yes.”              Revitalization nearly complete 

Before long, we had donations of a new sterling silver chalice and paten, 8 new brass candlesticks with oil 

candles, and a new white burse and veil.  In addition, we are working toward obtaining a new red super-frontal 

with matching burse and veil.  The congregation’s generosity is amazing!   

 

As one parishioner writes, “When I sit in the Historic Chapel, I feel its holiness.  I feel the strength of the wood 

all around.  I feel the grace ever present from Eucharist after Eucharist after Eucharist.  I look again at the 

beautiful altar.  I think of the WOOD OF THE CROSS on which Jesus died, pouring out his blood as a sacrifice 

for us.  HOLY HOLY HOLY indeed.” 

 

[NOTE:  Let us tell your church’s story – what is happening that you would like to share with others.  Send your 

input to Judy Henderson at jem2415@earthlink.net .]   
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DO YOU HAVE ITEMS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH OTHERS???  Or is there something 

your church needs but can’t afford???   

 

Our call for items to share with other churches has already met with success.  We were contacted by Holy 

Apostle Church in Satellite Beach offering items they no longer need to another Diocesan church.  Since we 

had already received information from The Rev Jose Rodrigues telling us that they need items for Hispanic 

Churches, we offered the items from Holy Apostle’s to them first.  They were happy to receive the items offered 

– a processional cross, an altar cross, collection plates, etc. 

 

What about you?  Do you have items to share, or do you have items that you need?  Please let us know so we 

can find a home for items no longer needed.  Also, keep in mind that we always set up an Exchange Table at 

our annual Diocesan Altar Guild meeting.  All items are FREE.  If you have items to share, or if you are looking 

for items that you need at your church but that you cannot afford, notify me so I can advertise the items in the 

DAG newsletter. 

 

Judy Henderson - jem2415@earthlink.net or 1978 Red Bud Circle NW, Palm Bay FL 32907, or 321-327-3175. 

 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL DAG BOARD MEMBERS FROM THE SOUTHEAST AND 

NORTHWEST DEANERIES: 

 

We need additional Deanery representatives on the Diocesan Altar Guild (DAG) Board.  We especially need 

representatives from the Southeast and Northwest Deaneries.  If you’re an Altar Guild member who serves in 

the Southeast or Northwest Deanery, please consider joining the DAG Board.  If interested, please contact 

Kathy Shearer, DAG President, at wwdassoc@gmail.com or 407-230-4350. 

 

CENTRAL FLORIDA DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD (DAG) BOARD: 
-- President:  Kathy Shearer - Cell 407-230-4350 – wwdassoc@gmail.com              

-- Newsletter Editor:   Judy Henderson - Home 321-327-3175; Cell 321-536-3965 – jem2415@earthlink.net              

-- Secretary:   Betsy Watson - Home 863-688-2162; Cell 863-670-1602 – eswatson675@aol.com             

-- Treasurer:  Cyndy Berry – Cell 203-215-0125 – cyndy.berry@usa.net                 

-- Chaplain:   Rev. Meghan Farr – has tendered her resignation and we are looking for a replacement         

-- Central Deanery:                 

  -- Kathy Shearer – Cell 407-230-4350 – wwdassoc@gmail.com                                        

 -- Eve Hyatt – Home/Work 407-880-3416 – samias@aol.com        

 -- Beth Hyatt - Home 407-884-6058 – Cell 407-252-4934 – samias@aol.com  

-- Northeast Deanery:             

 -- Judy Valk – Home 386-960-7413 – jayempea@cfl.rr.com                

 -- Riek Fitzpatrick – Home 386-951-4129; Cell 386-837-7455 -- riekfitzpatrick@yahoo.com           

 -- Sandi Hendriks – Cell 386-748-1186 -- sandihendriks@yahoo.com                                              

              -- Susan Gummey – Cell 386-547-7227 -- mrsgummey@aol.com              

-- Northwest Deanery:                 

-- Dianne Casson – Home 352-787-0508 – Cell 352-255-5444 – dcasson@embarqmail.com   

-- Lynn Johns – Cell 305-394-6771 – lajohns1@comcast.net            

-- Southeast Deanery:             

 -- Judy Henderson - Home 321-327-3175; Cell 321-536-3965 – jem2415@earthlink.net               

-- Southwest Deanery:             

 -- Betty Seckinger - Home 863-324-7323; Cell 863-221-4103 – bettyboop100100@gmail.com            

 -- Betsy Watson - Home 863-688-2162; Cell 863-670-1602 – eswatson917@aol.com    

 -- Cyndy Berry – Cell 203-215-0125 – cyndy.berry@usa.net  

-- Emeritus Members: 

-- Nancy Brantly - Home 863-299-7026; Cell 863-660-8596 – miltnancy@verizon.net                   

-- Sue Geiger - Cell 352-617-0076 – sue.geiger@outlook.com                 

 -- Suzie Lore - Home  352-729-2459; Cell 407-761-4920 – Loresl@aol.com       
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