
Interview with William Bohn [6/10/2011] 
Amanda Martino:    William Bohn (Veterans History Project) 

Good morning. Today is June 10th, 2011. The place of this interview is the Denver 

Academy of Court Reporting. The name of the person being interviewed is Mr. 

William Bohn, who was born in Nebraska . Mr. Bohn's current address is in Longmont 

, Colorado . My name is Amanda Martino, and I will be conducting this interview. Mr. 

Bohn, I'd first like to start with your childhood. Where did you grow up? 
William Bohn: 

I was born in Grant , Nebraska , and I lived there till I was nine years old. And then 

with my family, we moved southwest of Longmont onto that farm on Valentine's Day 

1941. And with the exception of my four years in the military and about 15 months 

in an apartment in Longmont after my wife and I were first married, I still maintain my 

residence on that place. 
Amanda Martino: 

Do you remember much of your childhood? 
William Bohn: 

Oh, yes. I -- I think -- well, when I came to Colorado , trees were different. Of course, I 

have a beautiful view of the mountains, and in Nebraska we had well water, but when 

we got to Colorado it was initially cistern water, where they bring it in 500-gallon 

tanks and empty it into your cistern. In Boulder County at that time, they had about ten 

schools that were ten-grade schools. The one I attended was Ryssby. It was about a 

block from where I lived, still live. It was ten grades, and it was a lot different then 

because we didn't have near the things that they have now. I took the first and second 

grade in Nebraska to catch up to my cousin, so when I got to be in my junior year for 

high school when I went to Longmont, my mother, unbeknownst to me, advertised that 

I would work for room and board. So I was hired by a man who had at that time to me 

a very fancy restaurant in Longmont, I mean, we're talking china and silver and linen 

tablecloths. Many of the winters evenings we didn't have customer one, but we had to 

be open in case somebody came in on a -- with a limited menu. I remember how 

disappointed I was when my dad told me that my mom had told me to -- had put in for 

me to work for room and board, but I walked in that kitchen and a plaque on the wall 

had said, This world we're living in is mighty hard to beat. You get a thorn with all -- 

with all -- with every rose, but aren't the roses sweet. And many times I thought back 

and I have had many, many more roses than thorns. I graduated from Longmont 

High School in 1948, worked various jobs, and then was sworn in to the Navy on 

December 26th, 1950, and I served until November 24th, 1954. My ship was a 

destroyer. We went across the Pacific three different times. 
Amanda Martino: 

Why did you choose the Navy, or did you choose it? 
William Bohn: 

Because the Army was breathing down my throat -- or my back. My best buddy's 

surname was Beefis and mine being Bohn, and we went to see the draft clerk in late 

November, and she said, Beefis, you're first on January draft, and Bohn, you're second. 

So we left. And he said, Let's enlist, and tried to get us to flip a coin to see which 



branch we'd go in. He wanted to go in the Air Force, I wanted to go in the Navy, I said, 

No, we've been friends a long time and if we go that route and either one of us don't 

like that branch of service, we'll hold it against. So we went our separate ways, and he 

ended up getting severe migraine headaches and only served a little over two years. 
Amanda Martino: 

What was your training like or boot camp; do you remember? 
William Bohn: 

Well, again, that was new, basically the first time I had been away from home. I 

remember the instructor saying, It's not bad if you get homesick because that means 

you came from a good home. But I think back how naive I was during even my first 

year in the Navy and you're thrown in with different people from all walks of life and it 

was an immediate learning experience. I remember later in my Navy life when one of 

my best buddies said, "You'll never" -- "you won't remember all the bad times, you'll 

cherish the good times." And I still have two or three that I correspond with several 

times over -- in four or five years we get together and -- and talk over the good times. 
Amanda Martino: 

Did you feel like your training was adequate, or was it harsh? 
William Bohn: 

Well, I think it was adequate, yes. Of course, I wasn't -- I was new to marching and 

everything like that and calisthenics with a rifle, and I found myself not being -- more 

often than not being out of sync with the rest of them, but that in turn led to a lot of 

teasing from the others. But it was a very educational experience. I would say that I 

wouldn't take a million dollars for what I had learned and seen, but I wouldn't do it 

over again for a million dollars. But it's like anything else. One of my ministers 

described it best when he said, "The real test of a vocation is the love of luxury" -- "the 

drudgery that it involves." And when you think about that, there's a lot of -- lot of 

things that were drudgery and a lot of things that were good times in a very learning 

experience. 
Amanda Martino: 

Was there anywhere that you served specifically for most of your time, or did you 

move around all the time? 
William Bohn: 

Well, I went on a -- I went onboard a destroyer, home base -- home port San Diego . I 

had nine weeks of boot camp, nine weeks of commissary school and then went on a 

destroyer. And it had just been recently taken out of mothballs, so we had what we 

called underway training exercises for three months. And then we went over to South 

China Sea and in Korean waters. As I remember, the first tour overseas was about 

eight months, and then we came back for three or four -- well, we came back so 

everybody could have 30 days' leave, and then we had some more training exercises 

and then went back again for about the same time, and then we came back and spent -- 

well, one time when we were back on underway training exercises, we missed signals 

they did from the lead ship, so my ship was broadsided at about 12:30 in the morning 

and put some major holes in the starboard side. So we had to ease back into Long 

Beach and go in dry dock for quite a while and get that repaired. And then we went 

back and -- at one time we took -- they took 35 ships and 4 submarines into Seattle for 



the Sea Fair, and Seattle really opened their arms up to the military. They -- it was 

good that we had another trip overseas after that. 
Amanda Martino: 

What was your actual job description? What were you specifically doing? 
William Bohn: 

I was a cook. 
Amanda Martino: 

You were a cook? 
William Bohn: 

I see now that a lot of these houses have more room in their bathrooms than we had in 

the galley. We had two cooks for the crew and the chef petty officers, so that was 

about 225 to 235 to prepare meals for. And then we had two stewards, they called 

them, they were the officers' cooks, and took care of the officers' quarters. So most of 

the time in this small galley there were four people in there all the time. 
Amanda Martino: 

What kinds of food did you cook? 
William Bohn: 

Well, one of the things I remember that were being so funny, if we served hamburger 

steak, a lot of the crew would complain about it initially. But one of the ports we went 

into, four or five of them went out to a restaurant and they saw Salisbury steak on the 

menu and they ordered Salisbury steak. And lo and behold when they served it, it was 

basically the same hamburger steak that we had served on ship. So they got a little 

lesson there. But whoever was -- well, we most of the time had a chief commissary 

officer, and it was his responsibility to make up the menu a week ahead of time. And 

when we were underway after we left port, we worked supper and breakfast and dinner 

and then we had 24 hours off. When we were portside, we were two days on and two 

days off. 
Amanda Martino: 

What did you do with your time off usually? 
William Bohn: 

Just spent a lot of time visiting. You got to know a lot of people. You played a lot of 

cards. But, you know, when you had 24 hours off with about 8 hours' sleep, and then 

you had basically 16 hours. But we had pretty much the run of the ship. I didn't go 

down in the boiler rooms or engine rooms because that was too hot and you were 

restricted from the -- from the bridge, but the rest of the time you -- you could wander 

around and -- and mostly, like I say, it was visiting, playing cards. A lot of people 

spent a lot of time reading. I have never been very much of a reader. If I get the local 

paper read, starting with the sports section -- But I think back to some of the funnies. 

One time I was cooking. We had steam-jacketed kettles and we'd cook enough soup or 

cook potatoes or whatever in those, but when the gunners may have come by and gave 

me a chew of beechnut, well I had already got started with it and the supply officer 

come into the galley and he said, "Willie, what in the H are you doing now?" And I 

said, "I'm just flavoring the soup. Come over here and I'll show you." And it's that time 

bay leaves boiled up. I said, "See there? I told you." I thought he was going to throw 

me out of the galley. 
Amanda Martino: 



So you had a lot of friends? 
William Bohn: 

I have. One time we had an Armenian baker on one of the other ships. There were four 

destroyers in a squadron, and he gave us the recipe for pizza dough. That was when 

pizza was very, very new. Well, we'd -- a couple -- I'd make it when the movies were 

being shown. Of course, the air-conditioning picked up everything. But one night the -- 

one of the lieutenants came to me. He said, "Hey, Willie. You going to make pizza 

tonight?" We're in some port. And I said yes. And he said, "Well, I'm playing bridge 

with the Captain. Come on up. Bring us some. Come up and see how much we win." 

So I went up to the officers' boardroom and asked them, and then three of them said -- 

Captain Wier -- "No, I don't think so, Willie." And Lieutenant George, he said, "Oh, 

you better try it, Captain." So I took them up. And the next day we're back underway 

and I was out on the deck shooting the breeze, and somebody come up behind me and 

said, "Willie? Willie?" The third time he said that, the guy I was talking to said, "The 

Captain's behind you." And I weaved around and saluted him, and he said, "I" -- "I 

didn't mean to break up your visitation, but I just wanted to tell you how much I 

enjoyed your pizza last night." 
Amanda Martino: 

That's great. Did you lose a lot of your friends in the war? Was there a lot of casualties 

in your unit? 
William Bohn: 

Well, no. We -- we didn't -- we went and got fired on once and we were in the South 

China Sea when that happened. But we didn't ever have anybody hurt on my ship. We 

were escorts for the battleships and the aircraft carriers. And they -- they had to -- they 

were required to serve a very balanced budget, I mean menu, and of course then it was 

fish every Friday. They served a lot of beef liver. Finally got smart enough to know 

that you're supposed to slice the beef liver when it was about halfway thawed so you 

could at least slice it thin. But it was -- it was rewarding. We -- you know, when you 

go into some place -- we went into Hong Kong Harbor and they had what they called 

"Mary Sue and her girls." And while we were in there three or four days, her girls 

would paint the outside of the ship down to the water line, and for that they got every 

bit of garbage and scraps and everything. And when you see them people, they would 

take the trays from their shipmates as they came out of the mess hall. And we used to 

get coffee in 40-pound containers, and they would take the empty containers and put 

some kind of a handle on them, be it rope or water [sic], but they would take the crew's 

mess tray and they had one of these cans for each -- each thing we had on the menu 

and they'd scrape it into that and save it. And at that time thousands and thousands of 

people lived on what we called "junks." They might have a couple of chickens and one 

pig on there, but the only way to get from their little boat to shore was walk across 

everybody else's, and that's how they got from their little boat to shore. 
Amanda Martino: 

How did you stay in touch with your family, or did you? 
William Bohn: 

Yeah. By letter and -- when we were overseas and by telephone when we got back 

stateside. It was -- that was a welcome thing, mail call, find out what was going on at 

home and -- and just a little bit of home. But yeah, like I say, I saw a lot and learned a 



lot and met a lot, a lot of nice people. And then one of the reasons I -- another reason I 

joined the Navy, I didn't want to be marching and doing things like that, but there were 

a lot of great people. 
Amanda Martino: 

Do you remember when your service ended, how did you feel about that? 
William Bohn: 

Oh, I was glad to get out. They -- I was on final dental check. They x-rayed and told 

me that they thought I had a cyst in my jaw. That was late afternoon one day, and he 

said, "I want you to come over and see the Admiral in the morning." I went back to the 

dental clinic the next morning and the Admiral walked in, and he said, "You do have a 

jaw cyst. I'm transferring you to Merritt Island Naval Hospital for dental surgery. I'll 

notify your top medic on the destroyer," who at that time was the chief petty officer. I 

messed around getting back to the ship, and when I walked up and told him I had -- 

he'd be getting orders, and he said, "I got them already. Go pack your seaport" -- "your 

sea bag and report to the Naval hospital." Well, what I didn't realize, I stopped at the 

geedunk for coffee on my way to keep from chipping and painting so much, and the 

Admiral sent his car over and delivered my orders to the ship. 
Amanda Martino: 

What did you do after? Did you go back to work or school? 
William Bohn: 

After I got back? 
Amanda Martino: 

Um-hmm. 
William Bohn: 

Oh, I -- I farmed for one year and then I decided I didn't like that, so I worked 

construction for about four years, and then about two years after I got out, I got 

married. And then in 1962 my dad was retired from dairying, so my wife and I bought 

his cows and bought about that many more and we dairy farmed for 30 -- 30 more 

years, raised our family there on the farm. 
Amanda Martino: 

Do you keep in touch with many of the men that you were on the ship with? 
William Bohn: 

Mostly just at Christmastime. One of my very best friends is in Fort Worth -- the 

Dallas - Fort Worth area. And my youngest son is there, so if I go down and see my 

son there, we usually hook up and go to dinner or something. The other best friend 

winters in -- near Tampa , Florida , and he spends his summer in Park Falls , 

Wisconsin , where he grew up. And I'm hoping to go there in late August, spend a few 

days with him, and then go to the American Legion convention in Minneapolis , 

Minnesota . 
Amanda Martino: 

Are you part of any veterans organizations or -- 
William Bohn: 

Well -- 
Amanda Martino: 

Do you go to a lot of the meetings? 
William Bohn: 



Oh, yeah. Longmont American Legion Post has one of the best Honor Guards in 

the state of Colorado, and we do a lot of funerals, we do a lot of flag presentations. 

We do programs for schools and a lot of education. And I was one of the original 

members of the Honor Guard. I have been a 35-year member of American Legion 

Post. I dropped my membership in the Legion while my children were teenagers 

because I wanted to spend more time helping them along. I wish now I would 

have kept paying my dues and I would have been a 55-year member instead of a 

35-year member. But the Honor Guard to me is the most rewarding part of the 

American Legion. I spent -- and I've been the post chaplain for about eight or 

nine years now, and that's mostly opening and closing with a prayer. I have done 

some committal service, made some hospital visits, sent sympathy and get-well 

cards to people. My other big thing is half a mile south of my residence is the First 

Lutheran Church built in Colorado . We have a small cemetery there. I'm the 

caretaker of the grounds, take care of the cemetery. We have a candlelight service 

the second weekend in December, both Saturday and Sunday. We can get over 

200 people in and we're normally filled seven times. It's heated by a potbelly 

stove. The last Christmas was my 52nd consecutive year that I built the fire for 

the candlelight service. Built 95 percent of fires for weddings. We have weddings 

there all year long. There again, I've met a lot of interesting and very nice people 

to deal with and talk to. 
Amanda Martino: 

Anybody else in your family go into the service, any of your kids? 
William Bohn: 

My oldest son finished his Marine Air Wing career it will be two years coming up in 

November. 
Amanda Martino: 

In the Marines you said? 
William Bohn: 

Marine Air Wing. He was -- he was taught to be an HC-46 [sic], the big helicopter 

pilot. He finished his career in Corpus Christi , Texas , and in the area was teaching 

pilots, both Navy and Marines. 
Amanda Martino: 

Did any of your service experience affect your life at all, bad or good? 
William Bohn: 

Well, I think that it made me grow up faster. I had to deal with more people quicker 

than I had before. But it was -- like I say, it was a learning experience. I remember 

standing out on a deck at night and talking to various ones from different divisions, 

talk a lot about it. Backing up a little bit, I would say -- I'd tell you that I was married 

for 54 and a half years. My wife lost the battle with cancer. That's my daughter there. 

She's the oldest in my family. I have -- Karl is the middle one. He's the one that retired 

from the Marine Air Wing, and my youngest son's in TV, Fox in Dallas . 
Amanda Martino: 

Well, Bill, I'm pretty much out of questions. Is there anything else that you would like 

to offer about your experiences? 
William Bohn: 



Well, I've always thought that two-year mandatory military for every young man with 

the -- with what -- how we had to behave, you know, I think there's -- they get by with 

a lot more now than we did. But it was -- it was a very, very good learning experience. 

And like I say, I wouldn't want to do it over but -- and that's your choice at the end 

because you make your choices and you live with them, and if you enjoy it, that's what 

it's all about. 
Amanda Martino: 

You wouldn't suggest it to anybody else right now? 
William Bohn: 

Well, depending a lot on their circumstances. If they didn't -- hadn't decided yet what 

they wanted to do in life, and I'm not sure what the educational benefits are now, but 

that's one thing I didn't use, I didn't use any of my educational benefits, but even if you 

just -- if you went in for three years now and then went to -- come out and got some 

assistance and -- and went to more schooling, more schooling never hurt anybody. I 

used to say that -- when my family was growing up, that college education was more 

required for them than a high school education was for me. And the technologies -- 

different technologies we have today, there's so many high-tech jobs that -- and there 

again, some of them are their troubleshooters, they go all over the world 

troubleshooting or installation of high-tech equipment. But it's all in what you like. I -- 

I refer to my youngest son's answer about a year or so after Karl went in. They'd ask 

Veryl when he was going into the service, and he'd say, Oh, maybe in my second life 

I'll go into the military. But I -- I -- one of the reasons I went into the Navy was he -- 

you had a chance to -- their slogan was "Join the Navy and see the world," and I saw a 

lot of, well, China and Guam was -- or Midway was a fueling stop. I got to see my first 

thing of Diamond Head when we went in there. I'll never forget one of my first 

liberties at Pearl Harbor , one of my buddies and I walked up to one of the national 

parks and the paths were volcanic ash. We were, of course, in dress whites. A 

downpour came while we were up there. And by the time I got back to the ship, my 

dress whites were red to my knees. Fortunately, I could wash some of mine out and use 

them in the galley, but he had to just replace his white trousers, too. But it -- it was 

really -- while we -- while we were over on our last cruise, they brought another 

squadron in from Philadelphia , and I think it was Sasebo , Japan , and they put the 

word out that if you could find somebody of nearly equal rank and they would swap 

with you, you could swap ships. And they were making 27 liberty stops between 

Sasebo , Japan , and Philadelphia . And I found one third-class -- I was second-class 

petty officer at the time. I found one third-class that lived 125 miles from San Diego , 

and he said, "If I've said it once, I said it 500 times. If I ever get a chance to transfer, I 

would, but not now." 
Amanda Martino: 

So you were pretty happy with the Navy? 
William Bohn: 

Yeah. You know, of course, I knew -- I -- I figured going in that I would do my four 

years and then take my discharge and -- and go back to civilian life. But it -- it taught 

me early how to get along with people, take responsibility and -- and learning to do 

things, you know, for when you had to order stores and everything and you had -- you 

had some invoices, what you could go back on. But at the same time, you, another 



thing, learned by doing. The thing is, whenever we had to paint the galley, we had to 

serve cold cuts and cold salads, get that all in the mess hall, and then we had to repaint 

the galley. And so it didn't have time to dry before they started cooking and baking 

early the next morning. They had to bake -- bake up extras because the bakers always 

worked at night after the cooks finished up, so we were done -- most of the time we 

were done in the galley by 7:00 o'clock. Well, then the baker -- one baker would come 

in. I remember one time I dumped I think it was salt in the sugar bin, so when -- yeah, 

it was salt, so when they put the sugar in the cake, the cakes the next day were very 

salty. 
Amanda Martino: 

I think I've done that before myself. Do you still cook today? 
William Bohn: 

Yeah. I -- I don't mind the cooking. I -- I don't like the dish washing, so I -- I say now I 

depend on the George Forman grill, a cast iron skillet, a microwave, plastic -- paper 

plates and plastic silverware. 
Amanda Martino: 

That's the way to go. 
William Bohn: 

But it was -- it was -- you know, when you -- they set you up -- well, one of my 

experiences, we were going overseas the first time and we were in Hong Kong . And 

the cook that I was working under, he was -- well, he was -- at that time probably had 

18 or 20 years in. And every time he'd get to be a petty officer or a seaman, he'd go out 

and get drunk or get high on -- what'd they call it? from poppy seed -- and then they'd 

bust him. But I'll never forget, we sailed out of Hong Kong like at midnight -- or no, I 

think about 3 o'clock in the morning. Well, they come down and woke me up like at 

4:30 to get -- serve -- get breakfast ready for the crew, and this guy that was -- I was 

working under, he was sleeping in the same part, I couldn't wake him up for nothing. 

So on my way up to the galley, the laundryman was working, and I told him I couldn't 

get Ace woke up. And he said, "Well, you got to have some help." So he shut down the 

laundry and he and I cooked for the crew. And about a quarter till 10, well, he showed 

up in time to start cooking for lunch. And I didn't say anything, but several months 

later the chief commissary man, he said, "You thought you pulled one on me when you 

couldn't get Ace out of bed that morning when we were leaving Hong Kong, but I 

knew about it." But he'd gone to one of them opium dens and got plastered on opium 

and so -- had to sleep longer to sleep it off. 
Amanda Martino: 

Was there a lot of drugs going on? 
William Bohn: 

Well, that was -- that was early. And I remember one of the guys that was on the ship 

early and they came -- he had some marijuana, and they were hunting for it. But we 

had what -- we had the Blue Jackets Manual. They gave you one. Everybody got one. 

And I remember hearing afterwards that this particular guy hid his marijuana leaves in 

the Blue Jacket Manual. And of course, they didn't have near what they have today to -

- you know, they have different mechanical things now or electronics, and if they're in 

port, they can bring a dog aboard, sniffing dog. One of the things that we were -- I 

think on our last run from San Francisco , out of San Francisco heading overseas and 



the destroyers were always running at night. And when I went to bed -- I was in the 

middle of three bunks, and when I went to bed there wasn't anybody in the bunk under 

me. When they came and woke me up to go cook the next morning, there was 

somebody under me in the bunk. Well, come to find out, we were in very rough seas, 

and on the lead ship, one guy when he was going back to the living quarters, got 

washed overboard, and they used the signalman -- quartermaster's signal back by light, 

"Man over board." So the three back ships turned on all their search lights. And they 

had what they had called cargo nets that were about one-inch rope woven into about 

six-inch squares, and they picked this guy up floating in the ocean. Brought the ship up 

alongside him, and two of the boat deck crew climbed down that cargo net and held on 

with one arm and grabbed this guy as he come up against the cargo net and -- and lifted 

him, had to physically lift him up to the main deck where somebody else could get 

ahold of him. 
Amanda Martino: 

Do you still go out on the water or you're kind of away from the water now? 
William Bohn: 

Well, I say -- it was -- it was some really rough waters we were in, and I don't have any 

desire to go on a cruise or anything. I figure I did my time. I remember when I got my 

orders to the destroyer, the first-class petty officer, who was one of my instructors in -- 

in commissary school, said, "What did you get?" I said, "A destroyer." And his reply 

was, "Well, then you should get triple pay because a third of the time you're going to 

be on the water, a third of the time you'll feel you're under the water, a third of the time 

you'll feel you're off the water." I think some of the roughest water we were in, we 

were down around the Philippines , and they said that rough water was coming. And 

they said to go into the Subic Bay and drop anchor. Well, we were the flagship that -- 

we had an admiral and he was in charge of the squadron and he had been passed over 

two times for his next rank, and he was bucking to make points. So he said, "We're 

going to" -- a typhoon was what we were going in. He said, "We're going to ride this 

out." So I'm in the galley on Sunday morning, and my best buddy from fire control 

come up to have a cup of coffee. And we had -- the grills were like this, and you had to 

stand over here. They were supposed to have gotten fried eggs, bacon and toast and 

hash browns that morning. I set that case of 30-dozen eggs on this shelf and we hit a 

ground swell, and that case of eggs hit maybe not quite as far as that wall and hit that 

steel bulkhead. And I told my buddy -- I went into a profanity and told my buddy to 

open the hatch, and I picked up what was left of that case of eggs and deep-sixed it, 

called the -- got the guy in charge of stores out of bed and told him to get another case 

of eggs. Well, the guys that could eat that Sunday morning ate scrambled eggs. I 

remember going through a lot of profanity when them eggs hit the bulkhead and then 

afterwards I said to my buddy, "I doubt that my mother would appreciate my profanity 

like that on a Sunday morning." And he looked back at me and he said, "I'm not sure 

your mother's had a mess like that this early on Sunday morning." Because them egg 

yokes and egg whites on that steel deck were just like grease. But that's -- that's one of 

the things that my buddy said, you'd always remember the good times. 
Amanda Martino: 

Do you remember any bad times? 
William Bohn: 



Just the rough waters. One of the rewarding times was we were in Wonsan Harbor, I 

think it was on Thanksgiving, and they brought about 45 Marines over for 

Thanksgiving dinner. And these guys had been out there on the field for 10, 12 months, 

and you talk about really -- people really enjoying a meal. They -- they did. I 

remember one time when we were in -- I guess it was the last time we were in dry dock 

-- no, it was while we -- after we got broadsided because we had to wash everything 

that is served on because the crude oil had gone on all the serving stuff, trays and 

bowls and cups and silverware, and -- so I had to get fuel out to do it, and I was 

supposed to get a machinist mate. Well, after five or six or seven times, this machinist 

mate said, "You don't need me. You need" -- "just turn this valve and stick your bucket 

under that." Well, I went down there the first time by myself, turned the valve and 

nothing happened. Shut it off, turned it again, and nothing happened. And so I stepped 

-- I went up on the main deck hunting -- tried to find this machine-- this engine man 

who was to show me, and fire trucks come screaming up the side of the dry dock. And 

the next thing I know, one of the guys said, "The executive officer wants to see you." 

So I go. And he was on -- he was a really neat guy. He was always on a first-name 

basis. And when I went into his quarters, he said, "Willie, what the hell you trying to 

do?" I said, "I'm just trying to get some fuel out to clean the utensils." He said, "You 

should have been getting that engine man to do it." He said, "You just dumped fuel oil 

over the side of the ship on welders with arch welders and settling torches." He said, 

"Just remember, that's not your field. If you have to get some more, you get somebody 

to help you." And the same exact -- one time in -- this is one of the funniest things of 

all. One of the times we went into one of the ports in Japan and we bought a case of 

popcorn, and the fire control guys had a popcorn popper down there and they could 

close that room off. And we were in warm water. So I borrowed some butter from the 

galley. And we take it down there in the fire control room. Well, that fresh popcorn 

smell went all over the ship. And the next day I'd gone down -- I come out of the fire 

control room and almost run into the executive. He said, "Damn, you guys." He said, "I 

walked past that hatch no less than eight times last night trying to find that bucket of 

popcorn." But, yeah, I remember one time -- well, after -- I was on the first trip over, 

and we had this real, real hard -- it was the chief commissary man. We had a machine 

that had blades in the inside, and that's what you're supposed to peel the potatoes with. 

Well, this particular chief decided I was leaving the potatoes in there too long and I 

was taking too much off of the potatoes. So he restricted me to ship in Pearl Harbor for 

a couple of days and had me peeling potatoes by hand. Again, another learning 

experience. But, you know, like that seaman that I worked under, 18 years -- 17 or 18 

years, and I passed him. I started out as a seaman apprentice, made seaman, petty 

officer third class, and petty officer second class and he was still a seaman, and he 

congratulated me every time. Didn't bother him at all. But I guess it's just a way of life, 

you know, where you're happy. 
Amanda Martino: 

Did you get any medals or awards? 
William Bohn: 

Yeah. I got -- oh, yeah. This is a funny one for you. You had to stay out of trouble for 

three years and then you get a good conduct medal. And I got the -- I got about four 

Korean ribbon, Pacific Theater , China Sea. But I got this good conduct medal, and 



then we were in Midway fueling. And two of my buddies and I, we went over -- and 

I'm not much on water, I had to learn enough to swim to pass the test, but those 

beaches there were just clear -- crystal clear water. And we had been over there and we 

stopped at the geedunk and had a milkshake on the way back, not realizing the time. 

Well, the time -- by the time we got back, they had lifted up the gangplank and they 

had to let the gangplank back down to let us off. So we all got captain's mast for 

missing the ship by three or four minutes and -- so I made captain's mast. Went there, 

and they said, "What's your excuse for being late?" I said, "When we were in boot 

camp, they told us there were no excuses in the Navy." And that's the way I answered 

the Captain. The supply officer told me after -- he just reprimanded me and told me to 

stay out of trouble. But the supply officer said afterwards, "You're lucky that he didn't 

give you more." 
Amanda Martino: 

How did they give you medals? [Interview interrupted by school official.] 
William Bohn: 

Now, would you -- 
Amanda Martino: 

How they gave you the medals. Was there some kind of ceremony? 
William Bohn: 

No. They just gave them to you. The good conduct, you got a ribbon and you actually 

got a -- like a little brass on a maroon or dark red ribbon. 
Amanda Martino: 

Thank you very much for your time. 
William Bohn: 

You're welcome. Thank you. [Brief recess. Interview continued off the video record.] 
Amanda Martino: 

Okay, Bill. 
William Bohn: 

I meant to tell you, when I was in commissary school, there were questions. My very 

first question, I missed it. I'll never forget that. "We eat with our blank." 
Amanda Martino: 

And what did you say? 
William Bohn: 

I don't remember what I checked. But the correct answer is "eyes." 
Amanda Martino: 

Very true. 
William Bohn: 

If you don't like the looks of it, it's not going to be appetizing to you. 
Amanda Martino: 

I agree. So you were in -- you learned to be a cook before you went into the Navy? 
William Bohn: 

No. That was Navy school. 
Amanda Martino: 

In Navy school. 
William Bohn: 



Nine weeks. I went from boot camp, boot training, right to commissary school and had 

leave and then went on the ship. Then I remember one of the guys that came out of 

boot camp and went on that ship, and when we hit open water, he was sea sick. He was 

-- one time he didn't go below deck for seven days. Seen a lot of sick people. But when 

he'd get sea sick bad, he'd stay up on the deck night and day, get behind the life rafts or 

something to keep from getting more sway. And then if he had to vomit, he'd go and 

vomit over. One of my helpers for cooking, we were in very rough waters and we were 

in the back compartment of the ship, so we had to walk from the back into about mid 

ship on the main deck to get to the galley. They woke us up, and when I left to living 

quarters, he was almost dressed. And I got up there and -- when it could go to about 

10, 15 minutes and he wasn't around, and pretty soon he come in and he was madder 

than a wet hen. There was an open space on the deck and a big wave come and 

knocked him off his feet and he was sliding off the main deck and would have been in 

the water except there were cables there. There was room enough for him to slide 

under, but there were about two or three cables there. 
Amanda Martino: 

Did you ever get sea sick? 
William Bohn: 

No. And fortunately, I -- I'm glad I didn't because that is -- I've been sick with flu, but I 

don't think I've ever been as sick as -- well, saying that, this is one of my funny stories. 

I think it was the second time we were going overseas and just before one of the 

torpedo men had all his teeth extracted and they were to mail them so -- to Pearl 

Harbor . Well, for five days or whatever it was it took us to the harbor, he came back -- 

he came by the galley midmorning every day and would say, "Hey, Willie, what's for 

soup?" So we'd get to Hawaii and they'd pick up the mail, and he comes by, "Look, 

Willie." Brand-new set of dentures. Well, he went ashore that night and drank too 

much, and he came across the quarter deck, saluted the officer on the deck and had to 

vomit. He went to the offside, and the next morning he's back, "Hey, Willie. What's for 

soup?" His dentures went in the harbor. 
Amanda Martino: 

Were there any other ethnic groups on the ship with you at that time or was that when 

it was pretty much all whites? 
William Bohn: 

No, the officers' stewards were all Filipino or African-Americans, and we had one 

first-class steward. She thinks I make a mess in the kitchen. That guy could mess up 

more than three of us could clean up. But we had a Filipino first-class steward, first-

class petty officer on my first trip over, and he always described himself as a big bad-

ass from Texas . Can't remember what port we were in, but he went ashore that 

evening and the next morning we got up, and his face looked like somebody had, I 

don't know how to describe this, scratches all over. I said, "Pete, what in the world 

happened to you?" "I'm not a bad" -- "big bad-ass from Texas anymore." 
Amanda Martino: 

What had happened to him? 
William Bohn: 

He went out and mouthed off to some Texan or something. 
Amanda Martino: 



They beat him up? 
William Bohn: 

They beat him up. We had another third-class steward and I think it was in the 

Philippines . He went back and he brought a monkey aboard. 
Amanda Martino: 

A monkey? 
William Bohn: 

And he thought he would get by with it. And the Captain found out about it and they 

sent some people to catch the monkey and had guys on the deck with I think pistols. 

And they threw the monkey in the ocean and shot it because they said the monkeys 

were a big carrier of fleas. 
Amanda Martino: 

Were there any other big diseases or viruses or anything like that that went through the 

ship, or was it pretty clean? 
William Bohn: 

The biggest one I remember was one of the stewards got jaundiced and they had to 

transfer him off the ship. He was really sick. And one of the radio men, he had a 

nervous breakdown. They had to sedate him and transfer him off onto a larger ship. 
Amanda Martino: 

Did they put you guys through psych evaluations every so often or just in the 

beginning, or nothing like that? 
William Bohn: 

No. I would say that if you got it -- that if you had that, it was somebody else put in a 

word that you should be or something. It's -- but, you know, when you think -- well, 

see, I left in 1954, and I didn't see a Naval ship again until 1992. I was sent to Boston 

and Phyllis and I -- I had ten days there. We had a lot of time to just walk around. And 

we were four blocks from Boston Commons in the motel and Massachusetts General 

Hospital is right across. But I remember we walked down to the Boston Naval 

Shipyard and the same side a destroyer was tied up at the dock there, a museum ship, 

and I walked into that galley and I said to Phyllis, "I can't believe there were three and 

four of us at a time in here cooking" because it was just so narrow. There was -- your 

grills were like on one side, and then over here was -- this is mostly bulkhead, and over 

in the corner you had a little pantry but . . . 
Amanda Martino: 

You didn't notice that back then, though, how small it was? 
William Bohn: 

Well, I guess probably the real secret of that was I was a lot thinner than I was when I 

got back. I went in at about 438, and by the time I got back there, I was somewhere 

between 180 and 190, so that makes a little difference. 
Amanda Martino: 

Yeah. When did you meet your wife? Were you still in the service or you just had 

gotten out? 
William Bohn: 

No. I got out in -- we -- at that time the Grange was the going farm. It was kind of like 

a -- well, they had one in each area, and that was a gathering place for farming, a lot of 

the social activities. And I met her -- I saw her first at one of the Grange meetings and 



asked who she was, and then -- well, this was in the springtime that each Grange would 

have an achievement night and all the other Granges would go and visit. So she was 

born and raised about 20 miles from where we live now, so I met her and then we 

started going together, and then two years later we got married. And this is one of the 

touching things to me. Shortly after we started going together, she asked me for a 

picture, and I gave it to her and thought no more about it. And about three months after 

she passed on, I was going through her billfold to cancel credit cards -- 
Amanda Martino: 

And you found it? Oh, wow. 
William Bohn: 

She carried that in her billfold for 54 years. 
Amanda Martino: 

Wow. 
William Bohn: 

That's my little note on the back. I had it laminated. It wasn't laminated, so that's how 

great care that -- 
Amanda Martino: 

She took very good care of it. Wow. That's amazing. Do you have lots of other 

pictures? Did you have any pictures of her? 
William Bohn: 

Let's see. 19-- 2007 was our 50th anniversary. We had some pictures then. I really 

don't have very many pictures of me in Navy uniform or anything. I do have -- Elsie 

gave me one batch and I kept -- where do I find them? That was on my first leave 

home. But my brother didn't like the way my dad's estate was settled, so he was living 

in a family home and he destroyed all the pictures or took them with him or something. 

But Mary reminded me that not very many people celebrate their 50th anniversary in 

the church they were married in. 
Amanda Martino: 

When did she pass away? 
William Bohn: 

January of 2010. 
Amanda Martino: 

Oh, very recent. I'm very sorry. 50 years is amazing. Congratulations. It doesn't happen 

at all nowadays. 
William Bohn: 

We had a great life. I told people I was really blessed. Mary's the oldest. She has one 

daughter. She's graduated from the New School of Music in Manhattan . She's now in 

California trying to get connected with a good connection for music. Karl is married 

and has one son, two grandsons and one granddaughter. And Veryl, he's always single. 

He's been -- he started TV in Laredo, Texas, went there at Grand Junction for 15 

months, Salinas, California, for 4 years, and he's on his 12th year in Dallas now. 
Amanda Martino: 

Is he the only one that lives out of state, or is everybody kind of everywhere? 
William Bohn: 

She's the only one in the state of Colorado . Karl is still in Corpus Christi , Texas . 
Amanda Martino: 



Do you get to see your grandchildren and things like that? 
William Bohn: 

Not enough. I haven't seen them for a year now. We went down to Karl's retirement 

ceremony and we didn't really see them very much then. They were there one evening 

at the house and they were at the retirement for the ceremony, and then they were 

gone. 
Amanda Martino: 

When you do see them, do you talk about the -- your time in the Navy and do they ask 

you questions? 
William Bohn: 

They're only five and six now. 
Amanda Martino: 

So they're still pretty young. 
William Bohn: 

Yeah. 
Amanda Martino: 

What did you want to be when you grew up? 
William Bohn: 

Well, I guess farming was always in my blood. It was -- well, a male -- and we were 

small enough that we didn't have much help, so we did the majority of it ourselves for 

about -- till about the last ten years, and then we were able to find some people that we 

could walk away from our place and not worry about it. Because when you're milking 

cows, if the wrong people get in, they can put you out of business in less than a week. 

It was a good life. Hard life. We used to cry, say, 24/7. But we dealt with a lot of 

people. One thing I said, when the kids were small, Phyllis was always there when they 

got off the school bus, so -- and that's when the excitement is home. I feel sorry for 

kids that have something that's so exciting and then they have to wait for two or three 

hours before their parents are around, and by then their parents are busy or the kids are 

not near as excited about it. 
Amanda Martino: 

What did Phyllis do? Did she work at all? 
William Bohn: 

No. Well, she worked for -- before we were married, she worked five years for the 

phone company, but she helped me a lot with the dairy. And in later years she did a lot 

of quilting with what we call an Interfaith Quilters Group. That's at several different -- 

from several different churches in the Longmont area. They quilt -- half of them quilt 

at our church all year long every Monday and half of them bring -- come in and get 

material to work on, take it to their homes and work on it. They have a quilt sale every 

spring. All their material there is donated, so what they sell they give back to the OUR 

Center and safe shelter. But they sold -- in six hours the first Saturday in March, they 

sold $33,000 worth of quilts, quilts and wall hangings and baby quilts and stuff like 

that. 
Amanda Martino: 

That's pretty amazing. 
William Bohn: 



She loved to sew. Well, for a while the church had -- I called them from the -- I think 

he came from Sudan , one of the boys, and he was a janitor at church and he got 

acquainted with Phyllis and she -- she did a lot of alterations and patching of his 

clothes. I was in Target last week and somebody tapped me on the shoulder, I said -- I 

turned around, there was Mawen. He is tall, he's probably 6'7" or 6'8." He talked to me 

a bit and he said, "How is Phyllis?" And I said, "She died." And I thought he was just 

going to . . . She made a lot of friends with a lot of people. Friendly to everybody. 

Made people feel welcome wherever she was. 
Amanda Martino: 

What was your wedding like? Where did you have it? 
William Bohn: 

At First Lutheran Church in Longmont . We had a nice wedding reception at the 

church. 
Amanda Martino: 

Did you wear your uniform? 
William Bohn: 

No. I wore a tuxedo. 
Amanda Martino: 

Did you know people that you served with that got married while serving? 
William Bohn: 

Yeah. A few. One of my buddies, he got married when -- I guess it must have been in 

'53. Johnny Katich. He had a garden wedding over in Boulder . I was in his wedding 

party. But I think one of the things that I enjoyed a lot where Phyllis and I worked so 

much together, when you thought of something to tell each other or ask each other, we 

were normally pretty close. I mean, I had to go in the house to do it. It was an easy way 

to communicate. 
Amanda Martino: 

Are there any other stories you remember that you want to tell us? 
William Bohn: 

Let me see. Well, I could say that the part -- you know, because when you think back -

- when I think back 60 years, I think how naive I was when I'm thrown in with these 60 

something people at boot camp. I think there were 66 in our -- what do they call it? 

Well, anyway -- MS. MARY 
William Bohn: 

Where did you go to boot camp? 
William Bohn: 

But -- and I tell you this because this helps me realize how naive I was. Like I said, we 

did nine weeks' boot camp, nine weeks' commissary school, three months' underway 

training, and then went over for six, seven months and came back. And after we 

docked in San Diego , the second day I thought, "There's three guys I haven't seen in 

24 hours." So I went up to one of the guys and said, "Hey, I haven't seen" and I named 

them. And the guy I was asking looked back at me and he said, "What the hell's the 

matter with you? Didn't you know they were a quitter?" And at that time that was a 

general discharge. Quick as the gangplank went down, they were there with their sea 

bags and they were escorted off and taken to and given a general discharge. But I 

really think that, the more I think about it, that that was -- well, when I worked in that 



restaurant, but I didn't have near as many people to deal with there, but to me the boot 

camp and the commissary school and then probably my first trip across the water was a 

very learning experience. And the friendships you made, you know. Like I say, you 

stand out there on them decks. And Korea was the coldest water we were ever in, 

around Korean waters, but when you're down around the Philippines or Hawaii and 

Midway, really warm. 
Amanda Martino: 

Since you weren't married and you were in the Philippines , did you meet other 

women? Did you date? 
William Bohn: 

No. No. 
Amanda Martino: 

No? 
William Bohn: 

I dated very little. Well, I dated -- I met a girl that moved across the road from my 

family in -- while I was overseas the second time and then dated her, and a lot of 

people thought we were going to get married. But my dad, he was -- he didn't ever say 

very much, but he said -- when this was going on, he said, "Well, I don't want to tell 

you your business, but remember, marriage can bring you more happiness or more 

grief than anything you'll ever do." And I was fortunate. I had a very -- 54 years of -- 

54 and a half of a very -- very good marriage. MS. MARY 
William Bohn: 

Where did you go to boot camp? 
William Bohn: 

Well, it was either -- that time it was either San Diego or Great Lakes . I went to San 

Diego , and they had so many volunteers that we spent three weeks at San Diego , and 

then we went out to -- I think they called it Camp Edwards . It was about 40 miles 

away. It had been shuttered and then they had to open it up to -- because they had such 

an influx of people. 
Amanda Martino: 

How old were you when you went in? 
William Bohn: 

19. But while we were at Camp Edwards , I was walking from the mess hall back to 

my barracks when I -- and I looked up and sitting on the step on one of the other 

barracks was a guy that was a year behind me in high school in Longmont . You never 

say never, say never because people -- and even now people are so much more mobile. 
Amanda Martino: 

What happened to your friend that -- he went into the Air Force, you said? 
William Bohn: 

Yeah. And he was getting migraine headaches -- 
Amanda Martino: 

That's right. 
William Bohn: 

-- and they gave him medical. Had his first heart attack at 39. And then we got together 

several months before his 60th birthday and we spent two and a half hours over lunch, 

lunch and a couple of beers. And he said, "Bill," he said, "if we wait as long to do this 



again as we have this time, we might both be gone." And then we had his 60th birthday 

party in March, and in June -- well, he told me that he was on the heart donor list, and 

June he had open-heart surgery -- or I mean, replacement, and the next day was 

bleeding internally. They requested permission to do exploratory surgery, and they 

found that the new heart had broken either some veins or arteries and that was the 

cause for bleeding internally. 
Amanda Martino: 

You were lucky, though, to not lose many friends during your service. Most of them 

are gone from old age? 
William Bohn: 

Yeah. 
Amanda Martino: 

Well, again, thank you very much, Bill. This was very entertaining and lots of good 

information. 
William Bohn: 

Well, I've been blessed. We put a small crematorium -- I mean, a column barium in the 

historic cemetery, and we put one of our church member's husband's cremains in there 

a week ago yesterday, I guess, and just -- she and her son and me and one of the other 

guys from the committee were there. And when we got done putting him in, she said, 

"Bill, you're going to do a closing prayer?" And then the first of this week, she called 

me, wanted to know if I would do the committal service tomorrow afternoon, and I 

told her, "I'm sorry, but I have a wedding to be at in Littleton ." 
Amanda Martino: 

You're still a pretty busy guy. 
William Bohn: 

Well, that's what -- that's one thing that's helped me over the last 16 months about -- a 

little over a year ago, one of the ladies I worked with part time referred me to a group -

- a grief-share group at a different church, and I went 13 weeks the first time. Three 

times I was the only one there besides the facilitators, and then about eight or nine 

came in. Well, we finished up week 13 with a potluck dinner and then had our session. 

And then the ones that came in late all asked me to come back and go through it again 

with them. So I got to do the second round. Had another potluck. And the head lady 

came by and said, "Bill, you come to the next session." And I thought she meant the 

next week. I said, "Yeah, I'll be here" because I'm thinking I'm bringing the chicken. 

When I got home, that's not what she asked me. So I called her up, "Yes, I think I can." 

So I got to week 13 and I had another problem on week 13 when we were going to 

finish that up. Then they took a week off and started session four. And I was still 

recuperating the first week and then the second week this lady in charge called me 

back and said, "Hey, this lady's here." She and her husband were a facilitator. "She's in 

my office, and we're wondering if I come and get you and she takes you home, will 

you come to grief share again?" So I said, "Well, I'll come, but you don't need to come 

and get me" because my therapist had just released me that morning. So I jokingly said 

I was referred once and asked back three times. [End of interview.] [After the 

interview was completed on the stenographic record, Mr. Bohn gave the following 

statement to the court reporter for inclusion into the record:] 
William Bohn: 



In boot camp, when Chaplain visited us, he told us, "Always respect the ladies, how 

you treat them. Would you want your mother, your sister, or your wife treated that 

way?" 

 


