
http://www.timescall.com/business/ci_28439250/niwot-pot-plans-delayed-by-boulder-county-decision--

Page 1 of 1 Jul 07, 2015 07:26:02AM MDT

Niwot pot plans delayed by Boulder County decision
By Vince Winkel
Updated: 07/06/2015 12:59:16 PM MDT TimesCall.com

Niwot pot plans delayed by Boulder County decision

The proposed marijuana retail and grow business in downtown Niwot has hit a road block with the decision
by the Boulder County Land Use Department that the applicants' application was insufficient.

In a July 2 letter to Ernie Craumer, the property owner, the county stated that the "current level of detail in
your application is insufficient" to "formulate a recommendation relative to the criteria for a special use
review." In addition, the county letter states that "Presently, this application fails to address how the
proposal is clearly needed to serve Niwot's CSA (Community Service Area) residents." The county's letter
also details concerns over adjacency to multi-family residences, odor control, spillover parking, setback
requirements, changing from office to retail use and its specific location adjacent to the Cottonwood Park
Square shopping center. Craumer and his wife, Callie, have been invited by the county to provide
additional information and clarification in order to move forward with the application. "They don't have a
time frame or deadline to respond," explained Steven Williams of the land use department. "The application
is on hold and the ball is in their court." An April survey by the Niwot Community Association showed 75
percent of respondents opposed the pot facility, 12 percent were neutral, and 12 percent favored the
proposal. In May, a group of residents formed a nonprofit organization called No Pot in Niwot. "Opening
this recreational marijuana business in downtown Niwot simply doesn't fit with the small town, family
oriented character of our community and the existing businesses in Cottonwood Park Square," said Kay
Ingram, president of the group. The property at 6924 N. 79th Street is nestled between the Cottonwood
Park Square shopping center and the Countryside Condos, within walking distance of downtown. Written
responses received by the county were overwhelmingly opposed. "The impact of a growing facility in the
middle of a residential area will subject all the residents to the odors of the growing process. A retail facility
located there is totally inappropriate, with so many children coming and going right next door," wrote Niwot
resident Judy Schilling. "Please re-think this and encourage this operation to be moved some place more
rural." "I am an owner of a condo located within 100 yards of the facility. My condo has been purchased for
my former mother-in-law who cares for my two elementary school children after school," wrote Trish
Stewart, who is also strongly opposed to the proposed business. "Such controversial businesses should be
located where people have the option to avoid such establishments. My children and former mother-in-law
would not have the option. To have to avoid going to grandma's house due to a large marijuana grow
facility being in her backyard is a very sad situation." The Craumers, who still live in Greenwich, Conn., met
with members of the Niwot Business Association in March to explain their plans. They were greeted
outside by demonstrators along Second Street and inside by a hostile audience of business owners.
Despite the overwhelming opposition demonstrated then, the Craumers chose to move forward with the
application. After that meeting in March, Craumer told the Times-Call, "We were not surprised by many of
the concerns expressed in the meeting with the NBA members but were disappointed that some of the
pertinent issues were not broached and discussed. We are planning to move ahead with our real estate
project and have been in recent contact with the Niwot Community Association. We will continue to
communicate with both the citizens and business members of the community and look forward to having
our planning team of experts available to address any future questions or issues that arise."   Steve
Romano of No Pot in Niwot said that since March there have been no further discussions with the
Craumers about their plans, and none are currently scheduled. "No Pot in Niwot is pleased with the careful,
deliberate review approach reflected in the county's letter, Romano said. "Should the applicants decide to
slog on, No Pot in Niwot will continue to be active in the process." Attempts to reach Ernie Craumer for
comment on Monday were unsuccessful.
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