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HOUMA, LA –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez was honored to be joined by the members of the 

24th Navajo Nation Council, Speaker Seth Damon, Chief Justice JoAnn B. Jayne, former 
Speaker LoRenzo Bates, and Navajo Code Talker Peter McDonald on Wednesday, during 
the U.S. Navy’s Authentication of the Keel Ceremony of the U.S. Navy’s first of class towing 
and salvage vessel, “USNS Navajo (T-ATS 6)” at the Civic Center in Houma, La.

The keel was said to be “truly and fairly laid” as it was authenticated by President Nez, 
Speaker Damon, and Jocelyn Billy, who signed their initials into the keel plate that is the 
symbolic backbone of a ship, the keel plate will be fastened within the hull of the vessel.

“As the First Americans of this country, we are honored to celebrate this major milestone 
in our history. The milestone we celebrate today is the first of its kind for the Navajo Nation. 
Throughout our history, the Diné people have always been the caretakers and protectors of 
our sacred land in every branch of the Armed Forces, so we are very grateful that our selfless 
and brave Diné warriors are being recognized and honored through this historic ceremony,” 
said President Nez.

During World War II, the Navajo Code Talkers, Marines Corps service members under 
the Department of the Navy, fought in the Pacific Theater, transmitting top-secret messages. 
By the end of the war, over 400 Code Talkers were trained for this unique service. Today, the 
Navajo people continue to serve in Armed Forces at a higher rate than the national partici-
pation rate.

In March, the Secretary of the Navy Richard V. Spencer announced that the new class of 
U.S. Navy, Salvage, and Rescue ships would be named “Navajo.” The class is named in honor 
of the Navajo people’s significant contributions to the Armed Forces. 

The new class of vessels will be based on existing commercial towing offshore vessel de-
signs and replace the current T-ATF 166 and T-ARS 50 class ships, which are in service with 
the U.S. Military Sealift Command. The first ship of this class is named USNS Navajo. Other 
potential vessels will be named in honor of prominent Native Americans of Native American 
tribes.

continued on page 5

BILL TO PROTECT CHACO CANYON ADVANCES 
THROUGH THE HOUSE
WINDOW ROCK, AZ –

Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice Pres-
ident Myron Lizer commend the U.S. House for passing 
H.R. 2181, the “Chaco Cultural Heritage Area Protection 
Act of 2019” sponsored by Assistant Speaker Ben Ray Lu-
ján (D-N.M.) and co-sponsored by Congresswoman Deb 
Haaland (D-N.M.) on Wednesday. The bill aims to perma-
nently ban oil and gas drilling on federal lands in the greater 

Chaco Canyon region. 
“Thank you to the members of the U.S. House for sup-

porting the Navajo Nation and helping to preserve this sa-
cred area for our future generations,” stated President Nez.

In June, Assistant Speaker Luján was also able to suc-
cessfully secure an amendment in the House of Representa-
tives for a one-year ban on oil and gas drilling for the Chaco 
area, which also requires approval from the Senate.

Earlier this year in meetings with House and Senate 
members and with the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
President Nez and Vice President Lizer also shared their 
concern for potential health impacts on local residents due 
to oil and gas drilling. 

continued on page 8
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PHOTO: NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT JONATHAN NEZ, FIRST LADY PHEFELIA NEZ, AND NAVAJO VETERANS ADMINISTRATION ACTING DIRECTOR JAMES ZWIERLEIN AT THE U.S. NAVY AUTHENTICATION OF THE KEEL CEREMONY OF THE USNS NAVAJO (T-ATS 6) ON 
OCT. 30, 2019 AT THE CIVIC CENTER IN HOUMA, LA.
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WINDOWROCK, AZ  –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez was joined by 

Navajo Nation Division of Public Safety Executive Director 
Jesse Delmar and Navajo Nation Chief of Police Phillip B. 
Francisco on Tuesday, during a formal ceremony held at the 
Navajo Nation Museum in Window Rock to swear-in Mi-
chael Henderson as the new director for the Criminal Inves-
tigations Unit under the Navajo Nation Division of Public 
Safety.

President Nez congratulated and thanked Henderson for 
his 32 years of law enforcement service and for accepting the 
challenge of his new role as the Director of Criminal Inves-
tigations, which had been vacant for nearly 20 years. He also 
thanked Henderson’s wife, children, and other family mem-
bers who were seated front row during the ceremony.

“We are all well aware of the great need for additional 
resources for the Criminal Investigations Unit and we are 
confi dent that Director Henderson will help to address those 
challenges to better serve and protect our communities. On 
behalf  of the Nez-Lizer Administration, we also thank our 
police offi cers, fi rst responders, and criminal investigators for 
all their selfl ess work they do to ensure the safety of our Na-
vajo people,” said President Nez.

He also spoke about the improvements that have oc-

curred under the leadership of Director Delmar and Police 
Chief Phillip B. Francisco including the increase in Navajo 
Police Offi cers in recent years, increase in law enforcement 
salaries to help retain offi cers, and the ongoing development 
of a missing persons unit to assist Navajo families who of-
ten use their own resources to track and locate their missing 
loved ones.

“Positive changes are happening. It may not happen 
overnight, but good things take time,” added President Nez.

Prior to being selected for the position, Henderson served 
with Navajo law enforcement for 32 years in many capaci-
ties including as a patrol offi cer, criminal investigator, ser-
geant, and captain. He received his peace offi cer certifi cation 
in 1988 and obtained a Bachelors in Criminal Justice from 
Walden University. Henderson is also a U.S. Navy Reserve, 
and previously served in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Op-
eration Enduring Freedom.

Navajo Nation District Court Judge Cynthia Thomp-
son administered the oath of offi ce followed by the pinning 
of the badge conducted by his wife, Majorie Henderson. 
During his remarks, Director Henderson provided an over-
view of the development and signifi cance the Navajo Police 
Department dating back to the signing of the Navajo Treaty 
of 1868 with the federal government.

Henderson added that his goals as the Criminal Inves-

tigations Director is to instill discipline, honor, order, and 
respect to the department using the knowledge he has gained 
over his 30 years of law enforcement experience. Addition-
ally, he requested the support and cooperation of current 
employees in the Criminal Investigations Unit to “step up” 
and help him complete tasks and serve the people. He also 
acknowledged and thanked his family, including his mother 
who was seated in the audience, for their love and support 
over the years.

“On behalf  of the Offi ce of the President and Vice Presi-
dent, we congratulate Director Henderson and his family for 
his new role and journey within the Navajo Nation Division 
of Public Safety. We also ask our Navajo people to contin-
ue to pray for the safety of all offi cers,” said Vice President 
Myron Lizer.

Also in attendance was 24th Navajo Nation Council 
Delegate Vince R. James, a member of the 24th Navajo Na-
tion Council’s Law and Order Committee, and Navajo Bible 
Church Pastor James L. Flores.

Henderson will begin his duties as the Criminal Investi-
gations Director for the Navajo Nation Division of Public 
Safety immediately.

NEW DIRECTOR OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS SWORN-IN
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WASHINGTON DC –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez met with mem-

bers of the U.S. House and Senate on Wednesday and Thurs-
day on Capitol Hill, to advocate for and speak on behalf  
of the Navajo people on several issues including the reau-
thorization of the Radiation and Exposure Compensation 
Act, the Navajo Utah Water Rights Settlement Act, diabetes 
prevention, the protection of the Chaco Landscape in New 
Mexico, continuation of the Offi ce of the Navajo-Hopi Indi-
an Relocation, public safety, and more. 

Several members of the 24th Navajo Nation Council also 
joined President Nez for several of the meetings to speak 
on behalf  of the Navajo communities that they represent, 
including Council Delegates Kee Allen Begay, Jr., Amber 
Kanazbah Crotty, Rickie Nez, Mark Freeland, and Char-
laine Tso.

“As the House and Senate go back into session this week 
and as the federal budget discussions approach, it’s very im-
portant that the Navajo Nation voices its position and advo-
cates for our priorities based on the voices and input of the 
Navajo people,” said President Nez.

In a meeting with U.S. Sen. Tom Udall (D-N.M.) of New 
Mexico on Wednesday, President Nez and Delegate Begay 
spoke about the importance of reauthorizing funding for the 
Special Diabetes Program for Indians (SDPI), which pro-

vides grants for diabetes prevention and management pro-
grams throughout Indian Country.

President Nez highlighted the Nez-Lizer Administra-
tion’s recent declaration of its “War On Diabetes” on the 
Navajo Nation and the need to advocate for SDPI to be in-
cluded in future federal budgets or continuing resolutions. 
Vice President Myron Lizer and Hopi Vice Chairman Clarke 
W. Tenakhongva were also part of the “War On Diabetes” 
proclamation during last week’s Navajo Nation Fair.

Senator Udall commended President Nez for being a 
good example for the Navajo people by promoting healthy 
and active living through his own actions, particularly 
through his participation in marathons and other outdoor 
activities.

In meetings with U.S. Sen. Mitt Romney (R-UT), U.S. 
Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT), and U.S. Rep. John Curtis (R-
UT), the Navajo leaders spoke in support of the Navajo 
Utah Water Rights Settlement Act and the reauthorization 
of the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act, to provide 
compensation to Navajo uranium mine workers and down-
winders.

The Navajo leaders thanked Sen. Romney and Rep. Bish-
op for their advocacy and sponsorship of the Senate and 
House bills to bring water resources to the Navajo people in 
Utah. The Senate Committee on Indian Affairs approved the 

Senate bill in May and the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee advanced the House version in June, following Presi-
dent Nez’s supporting testimony.

In addition, President Nez along with Delegate Crotty 
and Delegate Tso spoke in support of the reauthorization 
of the Violence Against Women Act and Savannah’s Act to 
provide protections and resources for women and children. 
Recently, the Nez-Lizer Administration which includes First 
Lady Phefelia Nez and Second Lady Dottie Lizer issued sup-
porting letters for these bills.

In a meeting with U.S. Scott Tipton’s (D-CO) staff, Pres-
ident Nez and the Council members advocated for agricul-
ture initiatives and informed his offi ce of the Nation’s efforts 
to reincorporate Navajo traditional foods and practices into 
the food industry on the Navajo Nation.

The leaders also met with U.S. Sen. Martha McSally (R-
AZ) of Arizona and her staff, regarding water issues and 
support for the continuation of the Offi ce of Navajo-Hopi 
Indian Relocation to provide adequate homes for relocated 
Navajo families.

“Working together with the Navajo Nation Council, we 
had a strong and united voice on several key issues for the 
Navajo people on Capitol Hill,” said President Nez. “I thank 
the Council members and all of the Senate and House mem-
bers for their time and support.”

ADVOCATING FOR THE NAVAJO 
PEOPLE ON CAPITOL HILL
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NAVY OFFICIALLY NAMES NEW 
CLASS OF SHIPS IN HONOR OF 
THE NAVAJO PEOPLE

In Dec. 2017, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 was signed 
into law with the advocacy and support of late U.S. Sen. John McCain (AZ – R), who re-
tired from the Navy with the rank of captain. The Act supported the naming of the new 
class of ships as USNS Navajo.

“I commend all the past leaders who advocated for this over the years to honor our 
Navajo people, including the late Sen. McCain, former President Russell Begaye, members 
of the 23rd Navajo Nation Council, and former Speaker LoRenzo Bates,” added President 
Nez.

“Today will be remembered as a day in history that the Navajo people were honored 
and recognized for the many great things, we have given for this country of ours,” said Vice 
President Myron Lizer.

Also, in attendance at the keel authentication ceremony was Navajo Navajo Nation 
Veterans Administration Acting Director James Zwierlein, Council Delegate Vince James, 
Raymond Smith, Jr., Charlaine Tso, and Kee Allen Begay, Jr., and former Council Delegate 
Jonathan Hale.

A prayer dedication of the USNS Navajo (T-ATS 6) was conducted by Leroy Thinn and 
Kenneth Begishe of Shonto, Ariz., and Thompson Billy. 

The USNS Navajo is expected to be completed in March 2021 and join the U.S. Military 
Sealift Command fleet of more than 120 ships.

WINDOW ROCK, AZ –
In early Sept., Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez 

presented a report to the 24th Navajo Nation Council’s Re-
sources and Development Committee in Window Rock, re-
garding energy development initiatives including renewable 
energy projects, the establishment of a new energy office, as-
sets at the Navajo Generating Station site, and more.

In April, President Nez and Vice President Myron Liz-
er issued the “Navajo Háyoołkááł (Sunrise) Proclamation,” 
which states that the Nez-Lizer Administration will pursue 
and prioritize renewable energy development for the long-
term benefit of the Navajo people. 

In addition, the proclamation created the Háyoołkááł 
Work Group to focus on energy initiatives and other issues. 
The work group is comprised of officials from the Navajo 
Nation Division of Natural Resources, Department of Jus-

tice, Environmental Protection Agency, 
Division of Economic Development, 
Division of Community Development, 
Navajo Nation Washington Office, and 
the Office of the President and Vice Pres-
ident.

President Nez stated that the 
Nez-Lizer Administration continues to 
receive inquiries and proposals, particu-
larly from potential developers who want 
to construct renewable energy projects 
on the Navajo Nation. The Háyoołkááł 
Work Group continues to meet on a reg-
ular basis to hear proposals from poten-
tial developers, but the work group is not 
making any commitments or agreements. 

During the report, President Nez 
was joined by Navajo Nation Division 
of Natural Resources Dr. Rudy Shebala 

and Administrative Services Officer Michelle Henry, who re-
ported that the Nation has until Dec. 23, 2019 to determine 
how 500 megawatts of transmission line capacity will be 
used. The transmission line capacity is part of several NGS 
assets that will be transferred to the Nation upon the closure 
of the power plant.

“We need to move on it quickly and make a decision so 
that we can benefit from the 500 megawatts. That’s why we 
have the Háyoołkááł Work Group evaluating and vetting po-
tential projects,” said President Nez.

In regards to a new energy office, President Nez thanked 
the Council members for supporting approximately $664,000 
in the FY2020 Comprehensive Budget to establish the of-
fice under the Division of Natural Resources to serve as the 
“clearinghouse” for energy development and initiatives. He 

also reported that the Office of the President and Vice Pres-
ident will contribute an additional $100,000 for the new of-
fice.

In the state of New Mexico, President Nez said the Na-
tion is in the process of selecting a developer to construct the 
Paragon Bisti Ranch solar project in the Navajo community 
of Huerfano, which will be partially funded by the $2 million 
that was appropriated by New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham earlier this year.

President Nez said that he agrees with the members of 
the Resources and Development Committee that commu-
nication between the Executive and Legislative Branches 
would benefit the process of moving energy initiatives for-
ward on a path to completion. 

“Through the practice of working together, we can make 
the Navajo Nation a giant force in the renewable energy mar-
ket,” said President Nez.

He also urged the Resources and Development Commit-
tee members to move forward with addressing Legislation 
No. 0073-19, which seeks to change the Navajo Nation En-
ergy Policy and establish the membership of an energy task 
force – the bill was referred to the Resources and Develop-
ment Committee by the Navajo Nation Council in July. 

Several division directors from the Nez-Lizer Adminis-
tration provided updates including Division of Economic 
Development Executive Director JT Willie who updated 
the committee on the decommissioning of NGS, Division 
of Community Development Executive Director Dr. Pearl 
Yellowman regarding community outreach efforts, Navajo 
Nation Department of Justice Attorney April Quinn regard-
ing the shutdown of Kayenta Mine, and Navajo-Hopi Land 
Commission Office Executive Director Robert K. Black on 
the Paragon Bisti Ranch solar project. 

WINDOW ROCK, AZ –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice Presi-

dent Myron Lizer commend the 24th Navajo Nation Coun-
cil for approving the Fiscal Year 2020 Comprehensive Bud-
get on Tuesday, by a vote of 16-4. President Nez will have 
10 calendar days to consider the budget resolution once it 
is delivered to the Office of the President and Vice President 
from the Legislative Branch. 

In a written letter delivered to the Council at the start 
of Tuesday’s budget session, President Nez and Vice Presi-
dent Lizer thanked the Council members for their time and 
dedication in moving the Comprehensive Budget through 
the Standing Committees and to the full Council. They also 
touched on the fiduciary responsibility and accountability 
that is mandated by the Navajo people in the budget process. 

“As leaders of the Navajo government, we are responsi-
ble to account for public funds, to manage finances wisely, 
and to plan for the adequate funding of services desired by 
the Navajo People.  Furthermore, we assert the 2018 Navajo 

Nation election, expressed the will of the Navajo People to 
change how government manages its financial resources.  We 
as leaders can no longer tolerate poor use of the resources 
of the people by the government. The Nez-Lizer Adminis-
tration honors and supports this position of responsible, ac-
countable, and effective use of all public funds as we carry 
out the mandate of change,” they stated.

President Nez and Vice President Lizer also requested 
the Council to hold a special session to discuss and consider 
unmet needs, including funding to complete a women and 
children’s shelter in Shiprock, funding for the Department of 
Aging and Long Term Care Services, and more. 

“We are aware of unexpected and unmet needs. To this 
end, the Nez-Lizer Administration will consider propos-
als that use the Unreserved, Undesignated Fund Balance 
(UUFB) to address unmet program and project needs. Each 
offered UUFB request will be individually evaluated based 
on its own merits.  We ask that you work directly with Divi-
sion Directors to create meaningful legislation that resolves 

a particular need and keeps us within our budget,” states the 
written letter.

“We thank all of the Council members, Office of the 
Speaker, Office of Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative 
Services, Division Directors, and many others who spent 
many long hours over the course of several weeks to develop 
the Comprehensive Budget,” said President Nez. “We will 
take a very close look at the budget and determine if  it meets 
the priorities of the Navajo people and also to determine ar-
eas where we need to continue working with the Council to 
address.” 

“Our team remains committed to working together for 
the Navajo people. With this budget, we were successful in 
working with the budget allocations that were put forth in 
the three branch chiefs agreement. Thank you to the 24th 
Navajo Nation Council,” said Vice President Myron Lizer.

In accordance with Navajo law, the President has the op-
tion to approve, veto, or use the presidential line item au-
thority when considering the budget resolution. 

ENERGY DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES ON THE REZ 

NEZ-LIZER COMMEND PASSAGE OF FY2020 COMPREHENSIVE BUDGET 
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TUBA CITY, AZ –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice 

President Myron Lizer issued a proclamation on 
Wednesday, proclaiming the month of October as Na-
vajo Nation Breast Cancer Awareness Month. President 
Nez was joined by Council Delegate Otto Tso, Miss Na-
vajo Nation Shaandiin Parrish, breast cancer survivors, 
and over 250 others for the signing of the proclamation 
prior to the Breast Cancer Awareness Month Fun Walk 
hosted by the Special Diabetes Program in Tuba City, 
Ariz. 

“Many of us have a loved one, a relative, or a friend 
who is battling breast cancer. This proclamation is to 
raise awareness among our people – for the ones we’ve 
lost to breast cancer, for the many who continue to bat-
tle, and for the many who have survived breast cancer. 
What better place to issue this proclamation than the 
community of Tuba City, the site of the very first can-
cer treatment facility in all of Indian Country,” said 
President Nez. 

Council Delegate Otto Tso, who represents the Tuba 
City community as a member of the 24th Navajo Na-
tion Council, recognized and thanked Tuba City Re-
gional Health Care Center for working together with 
other health advocates to establish the cancer treatment 
center to help many Navajo people with nearby treat-
ment and resources. 

The proclamation acknowledges that breast cancer 
is the most commonly diagnosed cancer among Nava-
jo women, and further states that risk factors that may 
increase a person’s chance of developing breast cancer 
include family history, age, alcohol consumption, and 
genetic history. 

“Breast Cancer Awareness Month is a reminder to 
us all, men and women, that cancer can affect any of us 
and that’s why it’s important to get regular check-ups 
and to take preventative measures like eating healthy 
and exercising on a regular basis. We all want to live a 
long and healthy life for our loved ones,” added Vice 

President Myron Lizer. 
Mammography screening funding is available for 

Native American women from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention to the Navajo Breast and Cer-
vical Cancer Prevention Program, which educates and 
provides cancer screening to low income, uninsured, or 
underinsured age eligible women across the Navajo Na-
tion, while engaging the community and its partners to 
increase screening rates.

“According to the National Cancer Institute, one 
in every eight women in the United States will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer during her life time – one 
in eight! Today, as our President Jonathan Nez signs a 
proclamation recognizing the urgency of breast cancer 
awareness, I would like to encourage our Navajo wom-
en to take the time to visit our local health centers or 
mobile clinics to take breast cancer precautions. We 
need to set aside some time in our day or in our week to 
be screened because breast cancer is second most com-
mon form of cancer in women. Please take care of one 
another,” said Miss Navajo Nation Shaadiin Parrish. 

“We can be a stronger and healthier Nation if  we 
all come together and support one another with en-
couraging and motivating words. T’áá hwó’ ajít’éego, 
or self-reliance and self-determination, is the teaching 
that we are striving to re-instill in our people. Years ago, 
our Navajo people didn’t have health issues like cancer, 
heart disease, or others. Today, these issues are preva-
lent among our people, but we can overcome and per-
severe to be stronger and healthier Navajo people,” said 
President Nez.

The Navajo Nation recognizes Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month during the month of October, in 
accordance with the proclamation signed by President 
Nez and Vice President Lizer. The Nez-Lizer Adminis-
tration thanks the Navajo Breast and Cervical Cancer 
Prevention Program and the Special Diabetes Program 
for hosting Wednesday’s Fun Walk. 

WINDOW ROCK, AZ –
On Tuesday, Greasewood Springs Community 

School Board members, BIA Navajo Area Director Bart 
Stevens, and 2019-2020 Miss Navajo Nation Shaandiin 
Parrish joined Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez 
at the Office of the President and Vice President, as he 
signed an agreement between the Navajo Nation and 
the U.S. Department of the Interior to allow for the 
construction of new school facilities to replace its cur-
rent facilities in Greasewood, Ariz. 

“Once this new school is constructed it will serve 
hundreds of our Navajo students, administrators, and 
teachers. I extend my appreciation to the school board 
members for supporting this agreement with the unan-
imous passage of Greasewood Springs Community 
School’s Resolution 2019-05. We appreciate your hard 
work in finalizing this agreement with the BIA and BIE 
to help our Navajo students succeed in the classroom,” 
said President Nez. 

The agreement establishes the final space allocation 
for the construction of a new school for Greasewood 
Springs Community School, which was developed in 
cooperation with the BIA Division of Facilities Man-
agement and Construction, Bureau of Indian Educa-
tion, Navajo Nation, Greasewood Springs Community 
School, and the U.S. Department of Education. 

Along with the new school facility will come full-size 
classrooms, storage areas, and restroom facilities for 
over 220 students in K-8 grades. The classrooms will be 
used for computer labs, science labs, home economics 
courses, fine arts courses, language and culture courses, 
special education, gifted and talented courses, library 
and media center, dining and kitchen areas, administra-

tive offices, conference rooms, and much more.
The Greasewood Springs Community School Board 

unanimously supported the agreement through board 
Resolution 2019-05 on Aug. 14, 2019. 

School Board President Immanuel Charley thanked 
President Nez and BIA Navajo Area Director Stevens 
for their support for the agreement and spoke about the 
school board’s other initiatives including the demolition 
of the current school facility and the need to improve 
school bus routes for students that attend the school. 

Greasewood Springs Community School Board Vice 
President Linda M. Yazzie, Secretary Ruthie A. Nez, 
Board Member Ruth Logan, School Principal Lucinda 
Godinez, and consultant Len Chester were also present 
for the signing of the agreement and each offered their 
support and appreciation for the construction of the 
new school. 

Council Delegate Vince R. James, who represents 
the Greasewood Springs community as a member of 
the 24th Navajo Nation Council, also offered words of 
support.

“This is a great accomplishment for all the repre-
sentatives, past and present, who were involved in the 
planning of the new Greasewood Spring Community 
School facility. Go Mustangs!” said Delegate James.

The Nez-Lizer Administration is committed to 
working together with school administrators, educa-
tors, and students to raise the level of academic achieve-
ment among our Navajo students, and to provide the 
necessary resources for teachers to use in the classroom. 
We commend Greasewood Springs Community School 
for the outstanding work that has led to the finalizing 
of this agreement,” stated Vice President Myron Lizer.

NAVAJO NATION RECOGNIZES 
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH

GREASEWOOD SPRINGS COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
TO RECEIVE NEW SCHOOL FACILITIES 
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480.282.3070

GALLUP, NM –
Police are still on the lookout for Deshawn Yazzie. Detectives have obtained a warrant 

for his arrest, charging him with three counts of attempted murder, one count of aggravated 
battery, and one count of contributing to the delinquency of a minor. 

Police have made a separate arrest in connection with the shooting, 15-year-old Juan 
Angel, of Gallup. Angel was booked in the Juvenile Detention Center in Farmington, New 
Mexico on several counts of aggravated battery. It appears that both the juvenile suspect and 
the adult suspect were armed at the time of the shooting.

The victims are identified as Ramero Dooline, 28, Kintaro Dooline, 24, and Montero 
Dooline, 20. All three are brothers from the local area. All received treatment at local hospi-

tals for gunshot wounds. All but one of the brothers has been released.
The motive for the shooting remains unclear. We can confirm it began after a verbal and 

then physical altercation. 
The Skate Park is temporarily closed, pending the conclusion of this investigation and the 

arrest of Deshawn Yazzie. Parks Department personnel have set up temporarily barricades.
The Police Department reminds the public that harboring or aiding a fugitive is a felony 

offense.
If  you see Deshawn Yazzie, call 911 immediately. 
If  you have any information regarding this case, call Crime Stoppers at 1-877-722-6161. 

You can remain anonymous.

SKATE PARK SHOOTING UPDATE
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SAVE LIVES. 
EDUCATE THE FUTURE.

• Pre Nursing Program Instructor
Long-term experience required

• Registered Nursing Program Instructor
MSN, over one year clinical experience required

For more information visit 
www.navajotech.edu and search under “Careers,” 

or contact us at 505-786-4109.
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Help Navajo Technical University educate the next generation of caregivers and ensure a 
healthy future for the Navajo Nation. NTU is currently seeking instructors for our Associate 
of Applied Science degree in Registered Nursing and a certificate in Pre Nursing.
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480.282.3070

WINDOW ROCK, AZ  –
The Navajo Nation recognizes the week of Sept. 8-14, 

2019 as “Navajo Nation Suicide Prevention Week” in ac-
cordance with a proclamation previously signed by Navajo 
Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron 
Lizer in conjunction with World Suicide Prevention Day on 
Sept. 10, 2019, and National Suicide Prevention Week. 

“The Nez-Lizer Administration has identifi ed behavioral 
and mental health as a top priority, and the declaration is a 
step forward in addressing suicide prevention. The Nez-Liz-
er Administration encourages employees and citizens to be 
involved, participate, and assist in raising suicide prevention 
awareness among our Navajo people,” said President Nez. 

In support of the suicide prevention initiative, President 
Nez and Vice President Lizer signed an executive order in 
January, to continue supporting the “Building Communities 
of Hope” initiative to empower individuals, families, and 

communities and to restore hope, self-suffi ciency, and deter-
mination through comprehensive suicide prevention strate-
gies. 

Building Communities of Hope was initiated in Novem-
ber 2015 when President Nez served as the Vice President 
of the Navajo Nation. The initiative provided services in 82 
locations, which included schools, universities, and commu-
nities on and off  the Navajo Nation. 

According to Division of Behavioral and Mental Health 
Services, suicide is the 7th leading cause of death on the Na-
vajo Nation, and American Indian communities experience 
higher rates of suicide compared to all other racial and eth-
nic groups in the U.S.

“It’s a time to share resources and stories and remember 
those affected by suicide. As well as to promote awareness 
and focus efforts on directing treatment, healing, and hope 
to those who need it most,” said Vice President Lizer. 

During the week, the Navajo Nation Division of Behav-
ioral and Mental Health Services, in partnership with other 
divisions and departments, will be hosting awareness and 
education activities throughout the Navajo Nation to pro-
mote healthy coping skills, positive protective factors, and 
community resiliency.

The Offi ce of the President and Vice President recognizes 
public awareness is key to preventing loss of life by suicide 
and remains committed to suicide prevention, intervention, 
and postvention.

For more information regarding the Navajo Nation Sui-
cide Prevention Week activities, contact the Navajo Nation 
Division of Behavioral and Mental Services at (928) 810 – 
8534. If  in an emergency contact the Navajo Nation Police 
Department at (928) 871 – 6112/6111. If  in suicidal crisis or 
emotional distress call the National Suicide Prevention Life-
line at 1(800) 273 – 8522. 

NAVAJO NATION RECOGNIZES 
SUICIDE PREVENTION WEEK
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KAYENTA, AZ  –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice Pres-

ident Myron Lizer commended Navajo Tribal Utility Au-
thority (NTUA) and Salt River Project (SRP) for working 
together to move the Navajo Nation forward in its renewable 
energy initiatives, during the opening ceremony on Friday 
for the second phase of the Kayenta Solar generation facili-
ty, a renewable energy plant that now produces enough emis-
sion-free energy to power approximately 36,000 homes.

Construction of the first phase began in 2016, which gen-
erates 27.3 megawatts of electricity for families on the Nava-
jo Nation. NTUA began construction of the second phase 
of the solar plant last year, which now produces an addition-
al 28 megawatts — all of which will be used to power homes 
on the Navajo Nation.

“Today is another great milestone for the Navajo Na-
tion’s renewable energy future. Will the completion of the 
second phase of Kayenta Solar, we are moving ahead with 
long-term sustainable energy development that will provide 
more electricity for Navajo homes and make our communi-
ties and economy stronger,” said President Nez.

He stated that the Kayenta Solar generation facility aligns 
with the Nez-Lizer Administration’s “Navajo Háyoołkááł 
(Sunrise) Proclamation,” which states that the Navajo Na-
tion will pursue and prioritize renewable energy develop-
ment for the long-term benefit of the Navajo people. 

“The Navajo Háyoołkááł Proclamation has set the 
tone for energy development across the Navajo Nation and 
throughout Indian Country, and thanks to the partnership 

between NTUA and SRP and with the support of our Na-
tion’s leaders, we are moving in a new direction while pro-
viding additional jobs and revenue for our Navajo people,” 
President Nez added.

In addition to job creation, the revenue generated from 
Kayenta I and II will help fund NTUA’s “Light Up Navajo” 
initiative, a joint effort between NTUA and the American 
Public Power Association dedicated to bringing electricity to 
Navajo homes. In the first phase of the “Light Up Navajo” 
initiative, 228 Navajo homes received electricity for the very 
first time.

Vice President Lizer focused on the economic opportuni-
ties that the solar facility will provide for the community of 
Kayenta and beyond, and how it helps to promote the “Buy 
Navajo, Buy Local” initiative. 

“Through the great work of NTUA, we are creating a 
stronger economic foundation and greater momentum for 
business owners and Navajo entrepreneurs to grow and pros-
per so that we can show the world that we can do it on our 
own,” said Vice President Lizer.

NTUA is now in the planning stages of the second phase 
of the “Light Up Navajo” initiative. The Nez-Lizer Admin-
istration has requested that NTUA prioritize the electrifica-
tion of homes of Navajo veterans in the next phase. 

“We have come a long way to bring power and light to the 
residents of the Navajo Nation,” said NTUA General Man-
ager Walter Haase. “This solar plant not only brings energy 
to the Nation, but has been a catalyst to help us to improve 
the standard of living for many Navajo families.”

During the construction of the first phase of Kayenta So-
lar, the Navajo workforce was paid $5.2 million and received 
over 4,700 hours of specialized training in solar utility con-
struction for the Kayenta Solar Project, which empowers the 
workforce with new skills to secure other jobs in the future.

Haase stated that the second phase of the solar project 
provided over 150 jobs, over 90-percent of which were filled 
by local Navajo people. Phase one and two combined gener-
ated approximately $9.5 million in salary paid to the workers 
as well, which also benefited the local economy. Overall, it is 
estimated that $15.6 million in economic activity occurred 
within the surrounding communities during the construction 
period, according to NTUA.

President Nez and Vice President Lizer also shared their 
gratitude for the grazing permit holders, several of whom 
were in attendance for the event, that allowed for the Kay-
enta Solar generation facility to be constructed on their graz-
ing lands totaling over 300 acres.

During Friday’s event, 24th Navajo Nation Council 
member Vince R. James and Miss Navajo Nation Shaandiin 
Parrish were also in attendance to show their support and 
appreciation. Kayenta Chapter President Stanley Clitso and 
Navajo Nation Division of Natural Resources Executive 
Director Dr. Rudy Shebala also offered supporting words 
during the opening ceremony.

The Nez-Lizer Administration greatly appreciates the 
hard work of NTUA’s management and workforce in mak-
ing Kayenta Solar II a great success for the Navajo people.

NAVAJO NATION’S RENEWABLE ENERGY FUTURE 
TAKES BIG STEP FORWARD WITH COMPLETION 
OF KAYENTA SOLAR II GENERATION FACILITY

local residents due to oil and gas drilling. 
“Today’s vote is a significant step forward, but we remain steadfast in our support for 

passage by the full Senate and eventually President Trump,” Vice President Lizer stated. 
President Nez and Vice President Lizer also thank Congresswomen Deb Haaland 

(D-N.M.) Xochitl Torres Small (D-N.M.) and U.S. Sens. Tom Udall (D-N.M.) and Martin 
Heinrich (D-N.M.) for sponsoring the House and Senate bills and for supporting the Navajo 
Nation. 

Assistant Speaker Luján expressed his appreciation to tribal leaders and his congressio-
nal colleagues and stated that he is encouraged by the action of the House.

“The House passage of the Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act is a major victo-
ry for New Mexico and significant progress toward establishing permanent protections for 
Chaco Canyon. For at least a decade, drilling and extraction have threatened the sacred, 
ancestral homelands of the greater Chaco region, putting this treasured landscape at risk of 

desecration,” said Congressman Luján. “I’m extremely proud to have worked alongside the 
New Mexico Delegation, Tribal leaders, and every day New Mexicans who fought tirelessly 
for this progress. It’s time for the Senate to protect Chaco so that future generations inherit 
their spiritual homelands intact.”

“Chaco Canyon is a sacred place that future generations should be able to experience and 
learn from, but we’ve seen time and again how extractive industries threaten special places 
like Chaco. I’m incredibly blessed to work with colleagues who recognize the value of Chaco 
Canyon and has worked so hard to pass a bill that will protect Chaco, so that the future 
generations of Pueblo people will have access to the place where our ancestors are buried, 
and New Mexicans will be able to take pride in having this pristine site in our state for years 
to come,” said Rep. Haaland. 

President Nez and Vice President Lizer look forward to advocating for the bill as it moves 
on to the full Senate.

BILL TO PROTECT CHACO CANYON ADVANCES THROUGH THE HOUSE
Continued from page 1
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WINDOWROCK, AZ  –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice Pres-

ident Myron Lizer announced Wednesday that the Nava-
jo Department of Health (NDOH) is accepting new and 
renewal applications for year 2020 in the Navajo Nation 
Non-Emergency Medical Transportation (NEMT) program 
until Dec. 2, 2019, 5:00 p.m. (MST), for non-emergency 
medical transportation service providers within the Navajo 
Nation. The new NEMT permits for calendar year 2020 will 
be issued Jan. 1, 2020 and surrounding states will be notifi ed.

On Monday, small Navajo-owned NEMT service provid-
ers met with the Offi ce of the President and Vice President to 
share concerns regarding the implementation of the NDOH 
NEMT regulations. The Navajo-owned NEMT did not have 
an NDOH permit to provide NEMT services within the Na-
vajo Nation, and the companies stated they were denied pay-
ment from Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System 
(AHCCCS) for providing unpermitted NEMT services.

On Aug. 19, NDOH Executive Director Dr. Jill Jim is-
sued a memorandum to AHCCS, listing 35 NEMT provid-
ers who met NDOH NEMT program requirements and who 
are authorized to provide NEMT services within the Navajo 
Nation, pursuant to the Navajo Nation NEMT regulations, 
enacted in June 2018 by the Navajo Nation Council. Each 

of the 35 NEMT providers submitted an application to the 
NNDOH within the application deadline and received a 
NEMT permit to operate on the Nation.

The regulations are implemented to protect Navajo peo-
ple who utilize NEMT services for medical appointments on 
and off  the Navajo Nation. The regulations require NEMT 
companies to have insurance, vehicle registration, vehicle 
safety inspections, Navajo business certifi cates, safe driving 
records, vehicle maintenance programs, fi rst aide and CPR 
certifi cation, and comply with HIPAA to protect Navajo cli-
ent confi dentiality, and among other requirements.

“We heard the concerns of the small Navajo-owned 
non-emergency medical transportation providers who did 
not make the listing. The providers expressed the fear of clos-
ing their small businesses and the loss of long patient-client 
relationships,” said President Nez. “Most importantly, the 
Nez-Lizer Administration supports all small Navajo-owned 
businesses and we cannot create unreasonable barriers for 
them to lose their businesses, therefore, we have ensured 
an open enrollment period to give the small Navajo-owned 
businesses another opportunity to comply with the NEMT 
regulations.”

“We want to ensure that these businesses are certifi ed 
and have met the NDOH program requirement to provide 
safe and insured NEMT services.  The safety of our Nava-

jo people who use this service is critical,” added President 
Nez. “The winners in all of this are the clients who use these 
services. They will have more options to select from when it 
comes to non-emergency medical transportation services.”

The Navajo Nation NEMT regulations states that all 
NEMT companies providing services to clients residing on 
the Navajo Nation must apply for a permit from the Navajo 
Department of Health.

“The small Navajo-owned non-emergency medical trans-
portation companies should have the same opportunity to 
deliver quality, comprehensive, and culturally relevant health 
care services on the Navajo Nation. On behalf  of the Ad-
ministration, we will continue to provide support and re-
sources for Navajo entrepreneurs and protect the safety of 
Navajo people who rely on these businesses,” said Vice Pres-
ident Lizer.

For more information regarding the open enrollment of 
the Navajo Nation Non-Emergency Medical Transportation 
application and other related questions contact the Navajo 
Department of Health at (928) 871-6350, email nemt.regu-
latory@nndoh.orgor visit www.nndoh.org.  Contact the Na-
vajo Nation Business Regulatory Department for business 
related information at (928) 871-6718/6714.

NAVAJO NATION AUTHORIZES OPEN ENROLLMENT 
FOR NON-EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION 
PROVIDERS
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TUBA CITY, AZ  –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez, Vice President 

Myron Lizer, and Acting Director of the Navajo Veterans 
Administration James D. Zwierlein met with the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters on Tuesday, to continue the de-
velopment of housing manufacturing facilities on the Na-
vajo Nation. They also visited the site of the first potential 
housing manufacturing facility in the community of Tuba 
City, Ariz.

The United Brotherhood of Carpenters is one of the 
country’s largest building trades union with over a half-mil-
lion members, including many members of the Navajo Na-
tion. The union offers training and education through the 
Carpenters International Training Fund that is dedicated to 
job training and certification programs to increase the num-
ber of construction professionals with over 200 training fa-
cilities throughout the country. 

President Nez and Vice President Lizer initially met with 
the union representatives on Aug. 22, to explore opportu-
nities to bring exceptional carpentry training to the Nava-
jo Nation, which would lead to increased construction and 
homebuilding.

The ultimate goal is to develop at least five housing man-
ufacturing facilities on the Navajo Nation to build homes for 
veterans. President Nez and Vice President Lizer tasked Act-
ing Director Zwierlein with establishing the housing manu-
facturing facilities, to provide high-quality homes that are 
built to last, in accordance with international building codes.

“This is an exciting opportunity to begin building homes 
for our people here on the Navajo Nation rather than relying 
on outside resources and companies. We can build our Nava-
jo workforce using the thousands of skilled Navajo workers 
who are currently working off  the Navajo Nation — we can 
bring our people home,” President Nez stated.

The group visited the site of a former housing construc-
tion facility that now houses staff  with the Housing Im-
provement Program, to assess the feasibility of converting 
the office building to a housing manufacturing site.

President Nez said that for the housing initiative to suc-
ceed, it would require the support of the 24th Navajo Nation 
Council to provide funding to develop the manufacturing 
sites that can produce quality homes, including Navajo ho-
gan-style designs with multiple rooms.

“We’re building a great partnership with the United 

Brotherhood of Carpenters, and we’re very grateful for the 
guidance and expertise they’re providing to make this hous-
ing initiative effective to produce homes for veterans and Na-
vajo families,” said Vice President Lizer.

Navajo-Hopi Land Commission Office Executive Direc-
tor Robert K. Black was also in attendance to discuss the 
possibility of producing homes for families in the commu-
nities commonly known as the former Bennet Freeze Area, 
where there remains a great need for housing and community 
development.

President Nez and Vice President Lizer also spoke about 
the potential of partnering with Diné College and Tuba City 
Unified School District to support vocational training in car-
pentry, electrician, plumbing, welding and many more areas 
of workforce development.

“As we move forward with this initiative, we see more and 
more opportunities and greater potential to partner and to 
build a stronger Navajo workforce while providing essential 
housing needs for veterans and many others,” added Presi-
dent Nez.

MANUFACTURING FACILITIES ON THE NAVAJO NATION
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PHOENIX, AZ  –
On Thursday, Navajo Nation Vice President Myron Lizer 

was joined by the First Things First Navajo Nation Regional 
Director Memarie Tsosie and First Things First Navajo Na-
tion Region Partnership Council member Yvonne Kee-Billi-
son, during the 2019 First Things First Tribal Consultation 
in Phoenix, Ariz. to advocate for healthy development and 
learning for young children and the strengthening of families 
on the Navajo Nation. 

Since 2006, the First Things First Navajo Nation Region 
has been designated to serve as one of the critical partners 
in creating a family-centered, comprehensive, collaborative, 
and high-quality early childhood system that supports the 
development, health, and early education of Navajo chil-
dren from birth to age of fi ve. Approximately 10,900 chil-
dren within the First Things First Navajo Nation Region are 
under the age of six. 

“Healthy development in the early childhood years pro-
vides the building blocks for educational achievement, re-
sponsible and disciplined citizenship, lifelong wellbeing, 
strong kinship and self-identity, and successful parenting of 

the next generation. As leaders we need to ensure our young 
children and families have the resources and services to 
achieve a strong foundation of development, learning, fam-
ily and cultural values, and love,” said Vice President Lizer. 

The tribal consultation allows First Things First to im-
prove the government-to-government relationship with Ar-
izona’s 22 federally recognized tribes, and enables the tribes 
to advocate for early childhood development and health ser-
vices and policies. 

During the consultation, Vice President Lizer spoke of 
the need for more culturally appropriate education and pro-
fessional development for early childhood professionals on 
the Navajo Nation. Currently, the First Things First Navajo 
Nation Region provides professional development in part-
nership with Northland Pioneer College and the Navajo Na-
tion Child Care and Development Fund program, however, 
more educational programs are needed, especially in rural 
communities, he added. 

According to the Regional Director Memarie Tsosie, 
accessibility to education and professional development for 
early childhood professionals is challenging due to the lack 

of adequate telecommunications and transportation. More-
over, only one of the Nation’s tribal universities, Navajo 
Technical University, offers a bachelor of arts in early child-
hood education program. 

Recommendations to the First Things First board mem-
bers included the creation of early childhood education 
programs and institutions in rural tribal communities and 
to hold an inter-tribal early childhood summit to begin ad-
dressing issues and concerns discussed at the session. 

The Offi ce of the President and Vice President recogniz-
es early childhood development is key to ensuring the social 
and emotional health of Navajo children and families. First 
Lady Phefelia Nez was also recently recommended to serve 
on the First Things First Navajo Nation Region Partnership 
Council. 

Other tribes present at the session included the Hualapai 
Tribe, White Mountain Apache Tribe, Pascua Yaqui Tribe, 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Havasupai 
Tribe, Ak-Chin Indian Community, Hopi Tribe, and Gila 
River Indian Community. 

THE 2019 FIRST THINGS FIRST TRIBAL CONSULTATION KICK OFF 
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