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Cameron Douglas is New Zealand’s first and only Master Sommelier. An experienced wine writer, commentator, judge, reviewer, 
presenter and consultant, he is academically in charge of the Wine and Beverage Programme at AUT University in Auckland and 
is Patron of the New Zealand Sommeliers and Wine Professionals Association. Douglas consults to a variety of establishments, 
taking care of their wine lists, wine and food pairings, and staff training matters and he currently serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Court of Master Sommeliers Americas.
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3i f Sauvignon Blanc was a song, then 
it would probably sound like the 
opening few bars of a heavy metal 
track – I Was Made For Loving You 
by Kiss (1979) is what’s playing in 

my mind right now. Not only does Sauvignon Blanc 
have a distinctive and very recognisable beat and 
rhythm - a loud bouquet - it often hits the palate 
with a core of energy and style that makes it, well, 
a bit like a heavy metal song.

So there’s no mistaking this variety, with its 
pungent, fresh and crunchy texture, sweet herbs, 
tropical fruit, peach, citrus, apple, gooseberry and 
grass/hay characters. These are typical of the 
variety grown in cool climate appellations. New 
Zealand’s southerly location, strong maritime 
influences and narrow shape gives rise to this type 
of cool climate needed for such intense aromas 
and flavours. Classified as cool climate, promoting 
naturally higher acid levels, yet warm enough and 
with abundant sunlight to fully ripen the variety 
in almost any part of the country. Hawke’s Bay, 
Wairarapa, Nelson, Marlborough, North Canterbury 
and Central Otago have these attributes and can 
produce some excellent examples.

While some Sauvignon Blanc can be made in 
a generic style, and these wines sell well, there 
are regional differences to be discovered as well. 
For example, Hawke’s Bay Sauvignon Blancs 
often show a riper more intense yellow peach 
and sweeter tropical fruit characters with less 
herbaceous drive, while a Marlborough version 
can often taste of pink grapefruit, basil, thyme, 
passionfruit and be very herbaceous (these are 
just some of the descriptors). Central Otago 
expressions often have a mineral core, dried 
thyme and white peach character. 

Regardless of origin and individual expression, 
Sauvignon Blanc is a great match with foods that 
are light-weight, high-energy and with a noticeable 
freshness or higher acid content, such as salads 
with radishes and apple, pickled vegetables and 
even oysters or mussels with fresh lemon juice.
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tasting notes
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1 AUNTSFIELD SOUTH OAKS 
BARREL FERMENTED 

MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON 
BLANC 2017
Complex and developing bouquet 
with aromas and flavours of baking 
spices and lemon pepper, baked 
apple and wood smoke, ripe peach 
and vanilla. A weighty and complex 
wine with a youthful acid line, nutty 
oak flavour, some pristine fine tannins 
and long varietal finish. Complex 
and very enjoyable. Drink now and 
through 2025+.
Points 96
RRP $38.00
Distributor: Negociants NZ
Phone: (03) 578 0622
www.auntsfield.co.nz

2 DOMAIN ROAD 
BANNOCKBURN CENTRAL 

OTAGO SAUVIGNON BLANC 2017
Complex and enticing bouquet of 
Sauvignon Blanc with aromas and 
flavours of angelica and apple, pear 
and minerals, white flowers and sweet 
herbs. Balanced, fresh, quite complex 
and dry on the finish. Additonal 
flavours of preserved lemon and 
barley sugar, some white blossom and 
gooseberry. Well made, drink now and 
through 2021.
Points 94
RRP $23.00
Distributor: Co Pilot
Phone: (03) 445 4244
www.domainroad.co.nz

3 ALLAN SCOTT 
MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON 

BLANC 2019
White smoke and white-fleshed fruits, 
citrus blossoms and apple, sweet hay 
and freshly gathered herbs of basil and 
thyme. Some classic aromas of tropical 
fruit with a definitive grapefruit and 
green apple flavour. Youthful, crisp and 
firm texture, lengthy finish. Enjoy from 
the beginning of summer 2020 and 
through 2024.
Points 94
RRP $18.00
Distributor: Hancocks Wine,
Spirits and Beer Merchants
Phone: (03) 572 9054
www.allanscott.com

4 SAINT CLAIR FAMILY ESTATE 
WAIRAU RESERVE 

MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON 
BLANC 2018
Fragrant, fruity, varietal and enticing 
bouquet of Sauvignon Blanc. Classic, 
bold and very expressive with aromas 
and flavours of sweet and tart 
passionfruit, spicy pear and apple, a 
stony mineral core and leesy ginger 
spice note. No mistaking the sweet 
herbs of basil and thyme, high acidity 
and lengthy finish. Lots to like. Drink 
now and through 2022.
Points 94
RRP $33.90
Distributor: Negociants NZ
Phone: (03) 578 8695
www.saintclair.co.nz

5 SEIFRIED NELSON 
SAUVIGNON BLANC 2019

Aromas of tropical fruits and white 
peach, sweet herbs, hay and nettles 
then stony soil suggestions. Very 
crisp, youthful and refreshing acid line, 
flavours of tropical and citrus, white 
stone fruit and herbs on the palate. 
Lengthy finish, lots to like, well made 
and not quite ready. Best enjoyed mid-
summer 2020 through 2022.
Points 93
RRP $18.00
Distributor: Seifried Estate 
Phone: (0508) 4 WINES
www.seifried.co.nz

6  WAIRAU RIVER ESTATE 
MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON 

BLANC 2019
Unmistakable aromas of tropical fruits 
and citrus, sweet grass and wet stone. 
On the palate - flavours of pineapple 
and passionfruit, red apple and peach. 
Additional flavours of lemongrass and 
galangal, wet stones and minerals. 
Crisp and dry on the finish. Drink now 
and through 2022.
Points 92
RRP $20.00
Distributor: Federal Merchants
Phone: (03) 572 7950
www.wairauriverwines.com/

7  SACRED HILL RESERVE 
MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON 

BLANC 2018
Spicy and smoky, varietal, fruity, 
herbaceous and tempting. Aromas 
and flavours of barrel spices and ripe 
grapefruit, apple and baked stone 
fruits and custard. Nice creamy texture, 
youthful acid line, length finish showing 
off spice, oak and fruit attributes. Drink 
now and through 2024.
Points 92
RRP $21.99
Distributor: Quench Collective Ltd
Phone: (06) 879 8760
www.sacredhill.com

8 PALLISER ESTATE 2018 
SAUVIGNON BLANC 

MARTINBOROUGH
Lovely bouquet and palate of Sauvignon 
Blanc with aromas and flavours of wet 
rocks and silty earth, mixed with white-
fleshed stone fruits and sweet citrus; 
some delicate fruit spice moments, 
lively acidity that dances on the palate 
and a lengthy persistent finish. This 
wine a has a definitive core of fruit, a 
fleshy texture and lively acidity, satin 
mouth feel and moderate weight. Drink 
now and through 2023.
Points 92
RRP $28.00
Distributor: Negociants NZ
Phone: (0800) 634 624
www.palliser.co.nz

9 RT WINES WILD WAVES 
MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON 

BLANC 2018
Varietal and gently spicy with aromas of 
herbs and citrus fruits, some grapefruit 
and apple then a light saline moment. A 
modern expression of Sauvignon Blanc 
with a more delicate set of flavours, but 
still showing cool climate acidity and 
intensity. Balanced and well made, a 
wine to consider cellaring to discover 
its evolution over the next three to 
six years.
Points 90
RRP $18.00
Distributor: Currently looking for a 
distributor, please phone below
Phone: (027) 410 1745
www.rtwines.co.nz

10 SAINT CLAIR FAMILY ESTATE 
ORIGIN MARLBOROUGH 

SAUVIGNON BLANC 2018
Aromas of white peach and grapefruit, 
some passionfruit, apple and floral 
moments with a whisper of spice. Crisp, 
fruity, varietal, refreshing and just dry on 
the finish. A very light creamy texture, 
luscious and fresh, balanced and well 
made. Drink now and through 2021.
Points 90
RRP $18.90
Distributor: Negociants NZ
Phone: (03) 578 8695
www.saintclair.co.nz

11 ARA SINGLE ESTATE 
MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON 

BLANC 2018
Aromas of lemongrass, sweet hay, 
grapefruit, mango and pineapple. Crisp, 
dry, fruity and ready with flavours of 
apples and citrus fruits, tropical notes of 
passionfruit and pineapple. Herbaceous 
grassy notes begin to emerge on the 
finish. Balanced and well made, drink 
now and through 2021.
Points 89
RRP $19.99
Distributor: Giesen Group
Phone: (03) 344 6270
www.giesenwines.co.nz

Wines are scored out of 100 points 
and are listed in no particular order. 
Numbers are not indicative of 
a ranking.
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