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This on-going series of large-scaled mixed-media work reflects upon my 
disenfranchisement with organized religion.  Collaged pages of the Torah, the Bible and 
the Koran are combined with “veils” of painted burlap that loosely reference Middle 
Eastern motifs.  Although three major religions--Christianity, Islam, and Judaism-- share 
the same God, and profess to teach tolerance and mutual respect, their mutual and 
sometimes internecine antagonism has led at times to ill will and violent acts. My goal is 
to question these contradictions in this body of work.  
 
For Veil of Ignorance, Mousa has created a new series of mixed-media paintings made of the pages 
of the Bible, Koran and Torah, which illustrates his disenfranchisement with religion. Mousa notes 
that the three religions all share the same God, and profess to preach tolerance and mutual respect. 
Yet “they’re more notable today for their mutual antagonism, ill will, and violent acts,” Mousa said 
of three faiths. 
 
Veil of Ignorance continues artist’s theme of Invisible Burka started years ago and developing for a 
number of years. The Invisible Burka refers to artist’s personal struggles and life as a gay man, his 
religion and society’s expectations of who he should be. “I wore this invisible Burka for most of my 
life and I want to share this life experience with others. Most of us have had to wear an invisible 
burka of some sort in order to please others. We felt shame, fear, guilt and peer pressure so we 
conformed. This is about the lifting of that invisible Burka and becoming free from all expectations 
and pressures that affect us on a daily basis,” states Nabil Mousa. 

Mousa draws from a well of inspiration bearing witness to his cultural heritage. Whether working 
with painting or mixed-media installation, his work deeply expresses his notions of justice and civil 
rights. As a result, many of his exhibitions are political, educational, thought-provoking, and 
sometimes controversial. 

 
 
 
 



 
Veil of Ignorance #4 - 2016 - Mousa – 48” x 60” – Gesso, Pages of Bible, Quran, Torah, burlap, 

oil, acrylic on canvas over board 


