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From Ela Township Supervisor Gloria Palmblad
Greetings -

It is with mixed emotions that I announce a vital member of our team, Bill Kruckenberg, is retiring as Ela Township’s Highway
Commissioner. Bill has served in this capacity for 18 years and is well respected amongst his peers. Bill has been instrumental in
creating intergovernmental agreements with surrounding communities we serve to help them maintain their public works projects.
The Lake County Storm Water Management Commission awarded Bill the 2014 Storm Water Manager of the Year Award and
he has performed numerous Storm Water improvements in each of Ela Township’s unincorporated subdivisions. Other notable
accomplishments, utilizing his construction management experience, included overseeing the building of Ela’s Town Hall,
remodeling of the Community Center, as well as the collaboration and construction of the salt dome located on Telser Road. Bill
was a very active commissioner working every aspect of the job from pothole patching to snow plowing, as well as participating on
both the Township of Illinois Highway Commissioner’s Board and the Lake County Highway Commissioner’s Board. We
congratulate Bill on a successful career and wish him a happy and well-deserved retirement!
The Township Board has now begun the arduous job of finding a replacement - one I hope to announce in our next newsletter.

Knigge Park Lighting:

Just a reminder!
Ela Township will be closed in
observance of the following holidays:

Back in November, the Township Board agreed to investigate the costs involved with
installing parking lot lighting at Knigge Park, located on Echo Lake Road next to the Ela
Township Highway department. This parking lot is mainly used by Lake Zurich High
School students with permits as overflow parking for the school day. Safety concerns
were the number one reason for moving forward with this project. There are many
students involved in after school activities that would require them to walk to their cars
in the dark during winter hours. Architectural drawings were made, permit applications
completed, and contract bids were received. I am pleased to announce that the Board
voted to move forward with the installation of two light poles. The cost to fabricate and
install the light poles and lights will be paid primarily from fees collected from high
school students who paid to park in the Knigge Park parking lot over the past couple of
years. This project is anticipated to be completed by mid-June.
In closing, I hope you all have a very enjoyable summer. Be sure to take advantage of all
the activities planned in our surrounding communities. You can stay up to date on local
events by registering for our bi-weekly E-Blast on our website at www.elatownship.org.

Ela Township Senior/Disabled Bus Service
If you are an Ela Township resident that is 55 years or older, or are disabled, we have buses available for
your weekday use for shopping, errands, hair and medical/dental appointments, and early showings of
movies. If you need more information or would like to schedule a ride, please call (847) 438-6677 or
email bus@elatownship.org.

Our buses run 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday within Ela Township boundaries with the exception of the Barrington Train
Station, Good Shepherd Hospital, and doctor’s offices in the surrounding area. Hours are subject to change.
The cost for bus service is $2 for one way or $4 for a round trip. One additional stop can be made for $1. All bus rides must be
scheduled at least 24 hours in advance, weekends excluded. We cannot accept calls for a ride on the same day as your appointment or
requested ride. All appointments should be scheduled after 9:15 a.m. All riders must be back on the bus by 3:45 p.m.
The reservation line is open between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday. Next day
appointments must be requested no later than 3 p.m. on the day before your scheduled ride Monday through Thursday, and no later
than 12:30 p.m. on Friday for Monday rides. There is no bus service on the following holidays: New Years Day, Presidents Day, Memorial Day,
Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Black Friday, Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day.

Highway Department

The Ela Township Highway Department thanks our residents for:
•Driving slow during winter conditions.

•Putting out reflectors along the side of the road.
•Patience and understanding that it takes time for salt to work on the roads.

The Ela Township Highway Department reminds our residents to:
•Drive slowly and cautiously on neighborhood streets.

•Please use caution while driving through any work zones.
•Do not litter along any street or vacant property.

2019 Projects:

•Township storm water drainage system maintenance and improvements
•Hillside Estates subdivision storm water improvements will begin this spring.
•Tree trimming and right of way maintenance along Township roads
•Maintaining Ela Township properties: Ela Town Hall, Ela Township
Community Center, Lake Zurich and Fairfield Cemeteries, Knox Park,
Knigge Park, and Ela Township Community Park
•Spot patching Township roads

UNDERSTAND WHERE YOUR TAX $$ ARE GOING

Take the time to see how your tax dollars are used
As taxpayers we understand how important it is to use tax money wisely
and efficiently. Townships are generally a smaller portion of your tax bill.
As you can see, Ela Township is 2% of your tax bill. Here are the steps
that the Ela Township Highway Department is taking to make your tax
dollars go further:
•Highway Commissioner is now a part time position without reducing
service to residents
•Reduced compensation by employing seasonal/part-time employees
•Cross-train staﬀ, consolidate equipment, intergovernmental collaboration with surrounding villages
Each Township across Illinois is unique, and should not be viewed in the same manner. We urge residents to get involved with
their local governments. Check out our website, www.elatownship.org, to see what services are oﬀered from each department. You
can contact us at highway@elatownship.org with any feedback or suggestions.
Ela Township serves multiple municipalities within Ela Township by providing public works operations. We work together
through intergovernmental agreements, which saves ALL of us money, while expanding services to residents. We would like to
thank the villages of Deer Park, Kildeer, Long Grove, Hawthorn Woods, North Barrington, and Lake Zurich for their cooperation
throughout the year. On behalf of all employees at the Highway Department, we are proud to work for Ela Township and be a
part of the services that are provided to Township residents.

Clerk Lucy Prouty
The United States Presidential Election is coming up on November 3, 2020. Please
check your voter registration cards to make sure your information is accurate and up to
date. If you need to register to vote or change your address, please visit the Clerk’s office
at Ela Town Hall, and we will assist you in updating your voters registration. In closing,
I would like to introduce our newly appointed Deputy Clerk, Jessica Case. She is very
knowledgeable on the duties of Township Clerk and has been a big asset to Township
government.

Ela 55+

Senior Resource Services:

Senior Resource Specialists: Lisa Gaggiano & Laura Kulawik
Our senior resource office assists Ela Township residents with many programs and links them with services
to promote independence and a sense of well-being. Lisa and Laura will help you in any way possible,
including pharmaceutical assistance, state benefits/Department of Human Service Programs, Senior
Health Insurance Counseling (SHIP), general information, and referrals. Please call (847) 438-9160 or
email lisag@elatownship.org or laurak@elatownship.org for more information.

Volunteering:

At Ela 55+ volunteer opportunities are everywhere! Help at special events, the reception desk,
bus buddy, friendly home visitors, kitchen-aide, adopt-a-highway, and even our after school
program.

Lunch & Learn

Join us every Tuesday at 11:30 and prepare to be educated, enlightened, and entertained while you enjoy a delicious homemade
lunch. Topics range from history to entertainment to health and wellness and EVERYTHING in between!

Prohibition
June 4

Sinking of USS Indianapolis
June 11

First Fridays Club

Gluten Free Cooking
June 18

Murder, Mayhem, & the Mob
June 25

Want to get out and try new things in a group setting of your peers? Join us for the beginning of
this exciting new group! Calling all of our single folks! Single/divorcees/widows and widowers:
this is for you!
June 7 - Brunch at Brunch Cafe, Kildeer
July 5 - Botanical Gardens
August 2 - Lunch at Lindy’s Landing
September 6 - Movie Night at the Ela Township Community Center

Friday Fun Night

British Invasion
Beetles Trivia & Fish N’ Chips
Friday, June 7
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Friday Fun Night

Pig Roast!
Pig Roast, Big Fun, Cash Bar
Friday, June 14
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Ela Township Community Family Services
Our qualified staﬀ is involved in many community outreach programs such as Grief Group, Yoga Nidra, Zurich Meadows Senior Group, DBT,
Charity Knit & Crochet, and other youth and family groups. We are actively involved with the Ela Coalition Against Youth Substance Abuse,
Stand-Up Task Force, Lake County Opioid Initiative, and other organizations in the Township and throughout Lake County. We receive
referrals from local police and fire departments, District 95 schools, churches, and individuals. We are excited to partner with Dr. Polina
Kapulnsky and Catherine Hunter to provide a 6-week program called New Addition Mothers Support Group.

If you are experiencing a crisis and do not know where to turn, please call (847) 540-8330, and speak with one of our professional staﬀ or leave
a confidential voicemail. Our services include, but are not limited to: crisis intervention, case management, general information, referrals, and
individual & group counseling. We are available to help residents of all ages. Situations which may cause distress include domestic violence,
substance abuse, grief and loss, homelessness, youth and family, mental health, and financial issues.
Our staﬀ includes: Director Susan W. Fackler, LCSW CADC RYT; Anna Hummel, MSW; Casey Cannon, MSW; and Berit Kuesis,
Administrative Coordinator.

Yoga Nidra:

Join us for deep
relaxation/meditation designed
to reduce stress and anxiety,
increase energy, improve sleep
quality, and achieve a greater
well-being through the use of
guided meditation and sound
healing. Sessions are held on
Wednesday evenings at 5:30
p.m. and Thursday afternoons
at 1:30 p.m. in the lower level
conference room at Ela Town
Hall. All ages are welcome, no
yoga poses required.

Grief Group:

Charity Knit &
Crochet:

This group meets every
Wednesday from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. at the Ela Township
Community Center. We are
celebrating our 12th year as
a group and have donated
over 12,000 items to date!
All are invited to make
handmade items for those in
need. No experience
necessary! Yarn donations
are greatly appreciated!

We welcome you to join us if
you are having difficulty
coping after a loss. Group
sessions will be held the
second and fourth
Wednesday of the month at
10:30 a.m. in the lower level
conference room, at Ela
Town Hall.
Grief shared is grief
diminished.

New Addition Mothers Support Group

Dialectal Behavioral
Therapy (DBT) Group:

This educational group
improves coping skills for
life’s challenges. DBT offers
useful methods of addressing
situations, both those we can
change and those we can’t.
Each session will focus on
skill development to improve
function and quality of life.
Weekly sessions are held
every Monday from 3 p.m. to
4 p.m. in the lower level
conference room at
Ela Town Hall.

For expecting and postpartum mothers who are experiencing anxiety and/or postpartum depression. This
group is facilitated by licensed professionals: Dr. Polina Kapulnsky, MD; Catherine Hunter, LCSW CADC
PMH-C; and Susan W. Fackler, LCSW CADC RYT. The first rotation for this group will begin on Monday,
May 13, 2019 and run through June 24, 2019. We will meet every Monday, in the lower level conference room,
at Ela Town Hall from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. This program will be oﬀered again in September 2019,
December 2019, and March 2020. There is no fee to join this group, which is a 6-week commitment. However,
donations are welcomed, and all funds collected will be given to St. Mary’s Services. For more information or
to register, please call the Community Family Services Department at (847) 540-8330.

Ela Township Historical Society & Museum

Ela Township has a rich history dating back to 1835, when the first settlers began arriving.
The Township was surveyed in 1838, and in early 1850 it was organized as a proper
Township and given the name Ela, in honor of the early settler George Ela. The first
township meeting was held on April 2nd of that year at the home of Charles S. Williams
in Russel’s Grove.

The original Ela Town Hall, located at 95 E. Main Street in Lake Zurich, was built in 1865 on a 1 acre deed to the
Township by Issac Fox. For many years it stood service as a town meeting hall, as well as a school. Today this building
is the home of Ela Historical Society, which organized and had its first meeting there in 1976. As the years went, by
a museum was established with many interesting displays from the Township’s past.
Everyone is welcome to stop in for a visit. The museum is open from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursdays and Saturdays.
Admission is free, donations are optional and welcomed. To contact the Ela Historical Society, please call
(847) 438-2086, or e-mail elahistorical@gmail.com.

Lake Zurich Cemetery & Fairfield Cemetery
Ela Township owns and operates two cemeteries. Lake Zurich Cemetery is located on Midlothian
Road, across from the Lake Zurich High School. Fairfield Cemetery is located near the intersection
of Old McHenry and Quentin roads. Limited open plots remain available for sale in each cemetery.
Holiday and general decorations that are faded, rotten, or decaying will be removed on a routine basis.
Trees, shrubs, and planting of perennials must be approved prior to planting on cemetery grounds.
Please limit decorations to two per grave site. These regulations help preserve the great history and
atmosphere at our cemeteries. We hope you have time to drive through our cemeteries and take a look
at Ela Township’s vast history. We would like to introduce our new Cemetery Manager, Dave Kyllo.
Dave brings great experience and knowledge to Ela Township. The Ela
Township Cemetery Board consists of Ela Township Supervisor, Gloria
Palmblad; Cemetery Manager, Dave Kyllo; and Township residents Terry
Abbott, Doug Ahlgrim, and Carol Sullivan. Each board member provides
the necessary support to keep our cemeteries running efficiently so they
are preserved for many years to come.
For more information on the history of our cemeteries or if you have
questions regarding our fees, plot availability, services, or rules and
regulations, please visit our website at www.elatownship.org/cemeteries.
For further inquiries, please call Cemetery Manager,
Dave Kyllo, at (847) 204-3541 or email cemeteries@elatownship.org.

Ela Township Assessor’s Oﬃce

From the Assessor, John Barrington: “We’re here to help”

Our office remains busy preparing for this year’s assessments as we all welcome a long-awaited spring. This year is our quadrennial
assessment year, so we will be busy revaluing the entire township. This is a great time to verify the information we have on your
home and ensure you are receiving all the exemptions you qualify for. You can stop by our office or visit our website at
www.elatownship.org/assessor. This year we will be looking at the 2016 - 2018 sales. We have seen a slow, but steady increase in
home values for most of Ela Township, particularly for entry-level homes in each of our villages. The market has fewer “bank
influenced” transactions, short sales, foreclosures, etc., and we are seeing fewer homes with major condition issues. I encourage
everyone to thoroughly review your assessment notice when it comes out this July or August. It is important to ensure the factual
information and assessment appears correct, and that you are receiving all of the property tax exemptions you quality for. A complete list of exemptions can be found at www.eletownship.org/exemptions.
If we see an increase in our assessment can we expect the same on our tax bill next year?
The short answer is not necessarily. The assessments are increasing due to a combination of increasing sales prices and fewer
homes sold by banks or with condition issues. When assessments increase and decrease uniformly, tax bills generally will not
follow suit. Why? Local taxing bodies depend on property tax revenues to provide local services. Every year they submit a request
for property tax funds, known as the “levy”. The combined “levies” actually create the tax burden, while assessments simply divide
up that tax burden in an equitable way. So, if the “levy” requests stay the same and assessments increase uniformly, most of us will
see a decreased tax rate on our bill, but a similar tax bill amount. We may see increasing levies for the 2019 tax bills and with
diﬀerent areas of the Township seeing home prices increasing faster than others, it is diﬃcult to guess what the tax bills will do
next May. Some of us may see higher bills, while others could decrease.
It is extremely important that you pay attention to your assessment notice each year, review the factual information and check the
new value to determine if it seems appropriate. If you find an error, I encourage you to contact our office for a field inspection
right away. In an eﬀort to both modernize and simplify the pre-review and formal complaint process, our oﬃce has merged these
two processes. This new process eliminates the need to complete multiple copies of appeal forms for both the Assessor’s Office
and the Board of Review. If you have reviewed the assessment, and determined a review and/or appeal is necessary, you can file
an appeal online or by mail. Detailed instructions are on our website at www.elatownship.org/how-to-appeal. Ela Township will
review all cases in the order they are filed online/scanned into the system. We will contact you if we are able to oﬀer a reduction,
otherwise the case will automatically go through the Lake County Board of Review formal complaint process with no further
initial action from you and no concern over missing the formal deadline to file your appeal.
In closing, I would like to remind you that our office is here to support you. If you have any questions or comments you can always
call (847) 438-8370, or stop by our oﬃce located at 1155 E. Route 22, in Lake Zurich.

Ela Township Youth
Shooting Stars Summer Camp

Shooting Stars is a summer camp offered to children entering grades 1 - 6 in Ela Township.
Children engage in activities such as games and crafts, make new friends, and go on weekly field
trips. The goal of Shooting Stars is to provide children with a safe and exciting environment where
they enjoy themselves and make lasting memories. Camp is held Monday through Friday from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. all summer long at Knox Park.

After School Teen Club

Teen club is oﬀered to middle school children through a collaboration of Ela
Township and the Foglia YMCA. The program oﬀers an opportunity for
children to come together, work on homework, swim, stay active through
sports and games, and grow together as emerging young adults. Teen Club is
held at the Foglia YMCA following the District 95 calendar and schedule,
Monday through Friday from dismissal until 6:00 p.m.
Homework Club is an after-school program oﬀered to the youth in Ela Township.
Children engage in daily activities such as completing homework, playing games,
making crafts, and building friendships. The goal of homework club is to provide
children with a safe and enjoyable environment for them to grow academically and
socially. Homework Club is held after school at the Ela Township Community
Center Mondays through Fridays until 5:00 p.m., only on days when Lake Zurich
CUSD 95 is in session.
Early Release Days: Each program provides extra hours for District 95.

Safesitter & Safe@Home

Safe Sitter is a program designed to prepare students in grades 6-8 to be safe when they’re at home alone,
watching younger siblings, or babysitting. This class is filled with fun games and role-playing exercises.
By the end of this day-long program, students will cover safety skills, child care skills, first aid and rescue
skills, and basic life and business skills.
Safe@Home is a new program designed for children in grades 4-6 to prepare them to be safe when they
are home alone. This 90-minute program teaches how to practice safe habits, how to prevent unsafe
situations, and what to do when faced with dangers, such as power failures or weather emergencies.

Spring and Summer Events
Lake Zurich

Cruise Nights, Paulus Park
First Wednesday of the Month
May - August 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Farmers Market, Paulus Park,
Fridays, June 7 - August 9
4th of July Celebration, Paulus Park
Thursday, July 4, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Alpine Fest, Main St. & Lions Dr.
July 19 - 21
Taste of the Towns, Paulus Park
August 4, 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Rock the Block, Downtown Main Street
September 7, 5 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Hawthorn Woods
Summer in the Park
Community Park
Fridays, June 7 to August 23
Independence Day Celebration
Community Park
July 3, 6 p.m.
4th of July Parade
Lagoon Dr. to Village Hall
July 4, 10 a.m.
Aquatic Center Opening Day
Hawthorn Woods Aquatic Center
May 25, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Long Grove
Chocolate Fest
Downtown Long Grove
May 17 - May 19

Deer Park
Fitness & Yoga at the Gazebo
Deer Park Town Center
Sundays, May - June, 10 a.m.

Sidewalk Sales
Downtown Long Grove
July 20 - July 22

Ravinia comes to Deer Park
Vehe Barn
July 20

Irish Days
Downtown Long Grove
August 31 - September 2

Deer Park Art Show
Deer Park Town Center
September 7 & 8

Strawberry Fest
Downtown Long Grove
June 21 - June 23

Vintage Days
Downtown Long Grove
August 17 & 18

Summer Sidewalk Sale
Deer Park Town Center
July 12 - 14

Jazz & Wine Festival
Deer Park Town Center
August 3
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Ela Township Department Directory
Ela Township Supervisor’s Oﬃce
Supervisor Gloria Palmblad • Clerk Lucy Prouty
1155 E. Route 22, Lake Zurich
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(847) 438-7823 • Fax: (847) 438-9269
info@elatownship.org • www.facebook.com/ElaTownship
www.facebook.com/ElaTownship
Ela Township Highway Department
23605 Echo Lake Road, Lake Zurich
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Friday: 6:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(847) 438-2371 • Fax: (847) 438-0457
highway@elatownship.org • www.elatownship.org/highway
Ela Senior/Handicapped Bus Service
Bus Service Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
Hours are subject to change
(847) 438-6677
bus@elatownship.org • www.elatownship.org/bus-service
Ela Township Assessor’s Oﬃce
Assessor John Barrington
1155 E. Route 22, Lake Zurich
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(847) 438-8370 • Fax (847) 438-6880
jbarrington@elaassessor.org • www.elatownship.org/assessor

www.elatownship.org
Ela Community Family Services
Susan Fackler, Director, LCSW CADC RYT
1155 E. Route 22, Lake Zurich
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(847) 540-8380 • Fax: (847) 540-8390
susanf@elatownship.org • www.elatownship.org/social
Ela 55+ Senior Services
Susan Dillon, Community Programs Director
Jim Dalbec, Assistant Director
380 Surryse Road, Lake Zurich
Community Center Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Phone: (847) 438-9160 • Fax: (847) 438-9196
susand@elatownship.org • jimd@elatownship.org
www.elatownship.org/seniors
Ela Youth Program
Susan Dillon, Community Programs Director
380 Surryse Road, Lake Zurich
Community
h Center Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Phone: (847) 438-9160 • Fax: (847) 438-9196
susand@elatownship.org • youth@elatownship.org
www.elatownship.org/youth

Ela Township Cemeteries
David Kyllo, Cemetery Manager
23605 Echo Lake Road, Lake Zurich
(847) 204-3541
cemeteries@elatownship.org • www.elatownship.org/cemeteries

Ela Township Elected Oﬃcials
Supervisor
Gloria Palmblad

(847) 438-7823
supervisorpalmblad@
elatownship.org

Highway Commissioner
Assessor
John Barrington

Clerk
Lucy A. Prouty

(847) 438-7823
clerkprouty@
elatownship.org

(847) 438-2371
highway@
elatownship.org

(847) 438-8073
jbarrington@
elaassessor.org

Trustee
Chris Bos

Trustee
Michael Jennings
Trustee
Larry Bowman

(847) 438-7823
trusteebos@
elatownship.org

(847) 438-7823
trusteebowman@
elatownship.org

(847) 438-7823
trusteejennings
@elatownship.org

Trustee
Joel Sikes

(847) 438-7823
trusteesikes@
elatownship.org

