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HANDS-FREE MINNESOTA 
 

As of August 1st Minnesota’s new hands-free cell phone law went into effect. 
 

Here are some DOs and DON’Ts to remember: 

 DO use your phone in hands-free, one-touch or voice-activated mode for calls, texts, navigation, music and podcasts. 

 DON’T compose or read texts or emails; make video calls, play games, look at videos or anything else that requires to 

hold your cell phone. 

 DON’T type or scroll while driving or part of traffic – that includes when you’re at a stop light or sign. 

 DO take steps to make sure you know how to adapt your device and your vehicle to hands-free use. 

o Pair your phone with your vehicle’s Bluetooth system. 

o Use an AUX cable to connect your phone’s earphone jack to your vehicle’s car AUX jack or use a cassette tape 

player. 

o Purchase a holder that clips to the dash, vent or cup holder. 

o Use a single earbud (using both earbuds is illegal). 

 

Are there penalties?  

Yes. The first ticket is $50 plus court fees and the second and later tickets are $275 plus court fees. 

 

Will this make the roads safer? 

Yes, in two ways. In 12 of 15 states with hands-free laws, traffic fatalities have decreased by an average  

of 15 percent [Source: National Safety Council and Insurance Federation based on National Highway  

Traffic Safety Administration data].  

 

This law will also help law enforcement keep Minnesotans safe. Because drivers aren’t allowed to have a phone in  

their hand, it’ll be easier for law enforcement to see violations and take more effective action. 

 

Visit HandsFreeMN.org for the latest FAQs and information. 
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