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  @ The In ersection 

Canoeing the Mountains 
Being the Church in a Changing World 

 

Last October, the Lutheran Church worldwide celebrated the 500th 
Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. This occasion was rightly met 
with pomp and circumstance.  Many of you viewed artifacts of the 
reformation at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts.  Some went on tours of 
the German homeland of Martin and Katie Luther. German beers were 
toasted in honor of Luther and hymns were sung. Additionally, the 
divide between Lutherans and Catholics, theologically, institutionally 
and relationally, has continued to be bridged through mutual 
understanding and a bit more reformation over these past 500 years.  
 

On this, the 501st anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, the question becomes, “Now what?”  What will become 
of this church which God has sustained through the early centuries of Christianity, through the Renaissance and the 
Reformation, all the way around the world to this present moment? 
 

The Amazing Grace church council and staff are reading a book called Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership 
in Uncharted Territory by Tod Bolsinger. This book follows the explorers Lewis and Clark as they traveled west, 
prepared to find a waterway to the Pacific Ocean, but instead they found the Rocky Mountains. This story of 
exploration offers wise counsel on how the church can navigate uncharted territory to reimagine what Christian life 
and leadership looks like in a rapidly changing world.   
 

From Canoes to Hiking Boots 
Lewis and Clark had brought canoes with them on their expedition, anticipating the waters that everyone speculated 
were just around the next corner. When faced with the reality of the Rocky Mountains, the explorers quickly adapted 
to the change and found a new way to forge ahead, persevere, and thus became the lauded explorers who left behind 
their canoes to scale the mountains. (Let us not forget that these “new” paths were previously known to native 
peoples from whom the land had been home for centuries.) Lewis and Clark were surprised to discover new 
challenges that required new tools. To continue on their expedition, they needed to trade in canoes for hiking boots.  
 

The church is on an expedition of our own. What lies behind us is the memory of Christianity in its hey-day (a period 
known as Christendom), where Sunday School classrooms were bursting at the seams, where anyone moving to town 
would immediately seek out the nearest church as a way to be spiritually fed and to establish Christian community.  
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Today’s cultural landscape has its own set of joys and challenges. Gone are the days when Wednesdays and Sundays 
were protected “religious” days, when retail stores were closed and schools across America refused to hold extra-
curricular activities.  
 

A large and growing segment of America identifies as “spiritual but not religious” and is more apt to take up residence 
in a coffee shop or bar in search of community in lieu of Sunday morning’s sanctuary or coffee & donut corner. 
Exhausted families often tell me that participation in church on Sunday mornings (or any other time of the week) is a 
choice between getting extra rest or attending to relationships as it is an exercise in preserving the soul for another 
week of activities at a break-neck pace.  
 

Lingering in this kind of institutional memory is what former ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson named as an illness 
permeating the Lutheran church: nostalgia.  The gifts of the past must be celebrated, but allowing ourselves to 
remain in the past can paralyze any congregation from moving forward, over the mountains that are both beautiful 
and daunting, that lie before us.  
 

Hanging On and Letting Go 
To move into the future as the body of Christ we must be poised at the intersection of the reality of a changing 
cultural landscape while remaining firmly rooted in the promise of resurrection found through Jesus the Christ.  We 
must stand at the intersection of past and present by “hanging onto the healthiest, most valuable parts of our 
identity…and letting go of those things that hinder us from living and loving well.” The church can do this by 
honoring the values and traditions of our Christian ancestors while looking to Christ, who leads us into this uncharted 
territory — the future.  
 

Continuing to carry our canoes with us while scaling the mountains will only slow us down — and will slow down the 
spread of the Gospel to this world. Part of our call to discipleship in this century is to adapt so that the Gospel of Jesus 
may continue to spread. To do our part, you and I may need to set aside the canoes and take up new tools, learn new 
skills, and open our minds to the ways in which Jesus would have us learn and love and grow.  
 

“Those who follow Jesus [must] embody fluidity, adaptation, and collaboration…Adaptation to changing 
circumstances. To challenging cultures. To complex crises and problems. If there’s one quality that matters 
most to the fate of the church in the twenty-first century, it’s adaptability.”  
-Dave Gibbons, The Monkey and the Fish  

 

Adventure Awaits! Let’s Go!  
While the rapid change of the world around us may be unsettling, you and I can hold onto the fact that our God is 
already paving a way for this church to move into the future, the great unknown, fortified by God’s presence and the 
God-given gifts of creativity, humility, humor, and good courage.  One more thing is needed:  a sense of adventure!  
This body of Christ, called Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, has a bright future ahead of us in which all of the gifts God 
has provided, will be needed:  canoes and hiking shoes, strength in leadership, persistence in prayer, creativity, 
humility and courage. If this sounds like a lot of work, yes, it can be, but God intends for Christian community to be a 
great JOY, so let’s make it fun, too.  
 

As a way to reach out to the neighborhood, the Renewal Team has planned some activities to help us get out and 
scale a few mountains. Look for opportunities to do some door-knocking to invite new neighbors, friends and 
strangers alike.  
Game Night:  Friday, November 16, 5:30-8:00 pm. Free and open to the public. Pizza, beverages, fruit and veggies 

provided. Bring a board game if you wish to share.  
Try Church: Sunday, November 18.  An invitation to invite anyone (and I mean ANYONE) to attend Amazing Grace. This 

is a chance to “try church” for anyone who is new in town, curious, or just wants to see what’s happening at 
Amazing Grace.  Worship at 8:00 and 10:30 am; 9:15 am Go Day will have Advent Wreath Making and other 
activities.  

 

Ready?  Let’s go!  
Pastor Julie Wright 
__________________________ 

Tod Bolsinger. Canoieng the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory, 101.  
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Sunday, November 18th is "Try Church Sunday." The Evangelism Team will be reaching out to 
AGLC's neighbors and inviting them to join us for worship and GO Day activities (Advent 
wreath-making and other fun activities).  
 
Please let Adam Ingalsbe or Kami Burgess know if you would like to help with door-knocking 
in nearby neighborhoods.  
 
And please invite a friend or neighbor to join us Sunday, November 18!  

“TRY CHURCH” SUNDAY 

ATTENTION THEATER LOVERS 

The Church Basement Ladies are back with a new musical titled You Smell Barn. The ladies 
are busy with life outside the kitchen doing  their daily chores. 
 
You Smell Barn celebrates rural life in 1950's with crazy antics, fresh laughs, and new 
original songs.  
 
Save the Date!  There are a total of 32 seats reserved for the Sunday 2:00 pm performance 
on January 13, 2019. This will be a great way to beat the January blues.  
 
Watch for the sign up sheet later this month.  

OWLS: OUTSTANDING WISE LUTHERANS 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28 

OWLS is meeting Wednesday, November 28th at 11 am with a potluck lunch and 
conversation followed by a fun game. All this and we usually finish by 1 pm. Put it on 
your calendar and plan to attend.  
 
Questions or need a ride, please see Barb Malamen or Laurel Oseth. All are 
welcome to join the fun and share turkey hot dish and leftover pumpkin pie. 



 
P A G E  4  

 
 

Sunday Adult & Youth Education 
9:15 – 10:15 a.m. in the Upper Room 

 
November 4: No Adult Ed –Conversation with Council  
November 11: Who is My Neighbor? Next Steps 
November 18: Go Day! Advent Wreath Making—
Intergenerational  
November 25: No Adult Ed. 
 

Donuts and coffee provided! 
 

 
 

November Worship  

Sunday Lessons Worship Services 

November 4 
All Saints Sunday; Healing 

Service 
Sermon: On Earth As It Is In 

Heaven  

Isaiah 25:6-9 
Psalm 24 

Revelation 21:1-6a 
John 11:32-44 

8:00 a.m. Worship with Holy 
Communion 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy 
Communion  

November 11 1 Kings 17:8-16 
Psalm 146 

Mark 12:38-44 

8:00 a.m. Worship with  
Holy Communion 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy 
Communion Sanctuary Choir 

November 18 Daniel 12:1-3 
Psalm 16 

Mark 13:1-8 

8:00 a.m. Worship with  
Holy Communion 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy 
Communion 

 

November 21 
Thanksgiving Eve Service  

Joel 2:21-27 
Matthew: 6:25-33 

7:00 p.m. Worship  
Pie Social following worship 

 

November 25 
King of Kings Sunday 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
Psalm 93 

Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 

8:00 a.m. Worship with  
Holy Communion/Sanctuary Choir 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy 
Communion/King’s Kids Choir 



 

From the Children and Youth Minister  
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VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION (isn’t everything I write??) 
By Tim Marburger 
 
I just returned from a Camp Wapo informational meeting and want to share some very important 
information as you look ahead to 2019 Camp Wapo. 
 
The cost has increased this year: 
 SEEDS (grades 2 and 3)  
 July 12—14—$175 
 Youth Camp (grades 4 – 8) at Wapo 
 July 14—19—$455 
 Youth Camp (grades 9-12) at Ox Lake 
 July 14-19—$455 
 
In addition to horse and fishing camp, they are also adding a soccer and running camp (additional $80) 
 
Priority registration will begin on Tuesday, January 15.  This is Amazing Grace. 
 
We have found a VERY profitable way to raise funds. At our last Cub bagging day, two youth raised $100 
each and the third raised $200! Parents can work with their youth and all monies are divided with those 
working that shift. Another tentative bagging is scheduled for Saturday, February 9, 10 AM – 6 PM. 
 
Last year, AGLC sent 16 youth to camp and I’m hoping we can do this again in 2019. Also, remember that I 
have some scholarship money available, should you need some. Do not hesitate to talk with me about this. 
 

Joint Ministry Activities 
Nerf Challenge 
Thanks to Zion Lutheran, Cottage Grove, for their invitation to participate in a Nerf Challenge on October 20  
We had four youth attend and participate with a group of about 20. Here are a couple of pictures from that 
fun day.  Look for more on the Youth board.   
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Another new activity with Luther Memorial Church was for Grades 3 – 6.  
Fourteen kids played miniature golf at the Mall of America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 11, 12 – 1:30 p.m.: Service project for families, grades 1 – 6 at Luther Memorial  
     (we will be making sandwiches) 
 
November 15, 7 – 10 p.m.: Union Gospel Mission: Thanksgiving meals packing 
 
December 21, 6 – 9 p.m.: Grades 6 – 12, Christmas Caroling and party at Amazing Grace 
 

Youth and Family Events Survey!  
Families with children age three through high school, complete our survey to help decide fun 
summer 2019 activities for AGLC to participate in: https://goo.gl/forms/Zn5ziacer9mk4gVx2 
(The link to this survey will also be sent via email to families in early November) 

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS 

https://goo.gl/forms/Zn5ziacer9mk4gVx2
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The Endowment Fund has been very active in 2018!   
 
It has awarded $5,500 for various grants both local and worldwide to Neighbors, a 
Sandwich Project, dental work in Jamaica, China Service Ventures, Lutheran Midwest 
Development and a charter school food shelf in South Saint Paul.   
 
The Endowment Fund was established to enhance the work of the church by supporting 
ministry and stewardship opportunities apart from the general operation of the 
congregation.  Interest on principal provide the needed funds.   
 
If questions, contact someone on the committee.   
Mary Garfield, Chair  
Submitted by Pete Malamen 

AGLC ENDOWMENT FUND 

Few pictures from the Sandwich Project that the Endowment Fund contributed to. 
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RENEWAL TEAM: IDENTIFYING AGLC CORE 
VALUES AND LISTENING FOR GOD’S ABUDANCE 

 

* 
“11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you 
call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13 When you search 

for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart. ” 
      Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NRSV) 

 
 
 
AGLC Community, 
 
On October 6th, the AGLC Renewal Team (including Pastor Julie) attended the third and final Renewal 
cohort gathering hosted by the St. Paul Area Synod. The focus of this session was on clarifying core 
values, enabling healthy change in a congregation, and living into our mission in the world without fear. 
Although the formal synod-facilitated renewal process is concluding, our work as a renewing 
congregation is really just beginning. We are excited to live into God’s future for this community, and 
will be moving forward: not in fear, but in faith, to discover God’s abundance. 
Here is what you can expect from the Renewal Team in November:  
 

Conversation with the council – Nov 4th: Please join us to give us feedback on the core values we 
have identified based on our Season of Internal Listening. These core values were shared at the 
October congregational meeting, and are available on the Welcome Table for your review. 

 
Weekly Renewal Team updates in November: Each week in November, we will be providing a 

Renewal Team update. These four updates will recap our work to date, and outline the focus of 
our renewal moving forward. These updates will be posted to the blog on the AGLC website 
(with a link sent out in Friday Flash emails), and will be in a printed insert in the Sunday bulletin 
each week. 

 
Ongoing work “Listening to the World”: We are currently in the process of engaging with 

community organizations to better understand God’s world right around us. You may be asked 
by a Renewal Team member for help with connecting us to an organization. Stay tuned in 
November/December to hear about the gifts and needs in our broader community. 

 
As always, if you have questions or feedback for the renewal team, please feel free to contact any of us! 
Kami Burgess and Adam Ingalsbe, co-chairs 
Jean Jantzen, Pete Malamen, Becky Ahlvin, Linda Erickson, members 
Pastor Julie Wright 
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The Praise Band is Coming Back 
On Sunday, November 11, we will praise the Lord with singing led by guest music leader 
John Bergdall. Based on the positive feedback received from last time John led music at 
Amazing Grace, we have asked him to return to lead us again. We are looking forward to 
having John lead praise music more often in 2019. All are welcome to take an active part in 
leading the music by singing or playing with the band.  
 
If you have questions or are interested in joining the band, contact Barb Forthun, 651-459-
3301, bforthun@aglcigh.org, or Louise Lentz, 651-452-4454, LouiseLentz@comcast.net. 
 

Advent Decorating Party 
Everybody loves a party! Join us for the Annual Decorating the Sanctuary for Advent Party 
on Saturday, December 1, from 9:00 – 11:30 am. Treats will be served. Come to help us 
prepare the Sanctuary to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the debut of “Silent Night, Holy 
Night.” All ages are welcome and we are in need of some younger people who are able to 
climb ladders and hang banners. Many hands make light work! 
 

Random Reflections 
“Do not be dismayed by the brokenness of the world.  All things break.  And all things can be 
mended.  Not with time, as they say, but with intention.  So go.  Love intentionally, 
extravagantly, unconditionally.  The broken world waits in darkness for the light that is you.”                                                      
- L. R. Knost 
 
I attended a birthday party on the beach for one of my friends in New Smyrna Beach, 
Florida, last winter. We gathered in the late afternoon, watched the sun go down, and had 
conversation around a campfire. After we sang “Happy Birthday,” the hostess handed out 
this quote and asked each of us to think about what our light might be. As we identified our 
light, or our strengths, what we can contribute to help heal the brokenness of this world, we 
said it out loud and tossed a stick into the fire to symbolize that light. What a powerful way 
to celebrate a birthday.   
 
It doesn’t need to happen at a birthday celebration. We can do this every day. We don’t 

need a beach or a campfire. All we need is a quiet moment during worship to reflect on how 

we can be intentional in healing a broken world. The Worship and Music Ministry Team 

strives to bring those moments to you during the prelude of each service and through 

worship services that are meaningful, relevant, Spirit-filled, and grounded in God’s word.   

From the Worship and Music Ministry Team 

mailto:bforthun@aglcigh.org
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FLAPJACK FUNDRAISER 
 

Supporting Mobile Meals 
Applebee’s 

1753Robert St, West St. Paul 
Saturday, November 17, 2018  

8:00—10:00 a.m.  
Tickets $8.00  

 
Each breakfast consists of 3 pancakes, scrambled eggs, and 2 pieces of bacon or sausage. 
Choice of coffee, juice, or tower beverages. 

See Barb Malamen for tickets. 

Go to the Lyngblomsten "Spirit of Giving" Giving Tree beginning Sunday, Nov 18 and 
select an "ornament". Return gifts to the church office by Sunday, Dec 10.  

Thank you for your generosity. 

The next session of Yoga Devotion begins Monday 
November 5th from 5:30 - 6:30 pm.  

 
It will be a 7 - week session ending on December 17.  

 
The cost is $56.  

 
This is a great way to start your week for body, mind, and 

spirit. The sign-up sheet is on the community bulletin board. 
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As you begin your holiday shopping, remember there are many important local and global 
Missions that could use our support.  Once again, our “Giving Trees” will be set up in the 
Narthex.  On each tree will be tags with items that are needed by the various Missions we 
support.  Take one or more of the tags and bring that item back to the church and place it 
under the tree.  These items will be donated to the appropriate organization.  Giving Trees 
will be available beginning Sunday, November 18.  Most donations need to be turned in by 
the first week in December. 
 
Mission Representatives – Giving Tree Set-up is scheduled for Saturday, November 17 at 

10:00 am.  Todd Erickson will be available to open the church. 

 
 
 

 

Hello Amazing Grace friends. Did you know that many past and present Amazing Grace 
members have provided $2,000 of annual scholarship support to students in Tanzania? The 
average annual cost of secondary school for a student in the Iringa Area Diocese is $400/
year. Your generosity is currently helping 6 students from the Magulilwa Parish with full or 
partial scholarships and has also provided theological 
education for several of the church’s evangelists. 
What better gift to give that person who has everything or 
to honor family members with this Christmas. The gift of 
education not only gives back to the local community but 
can change the life trajectory of an entire family in Tanzania. 
 
Please make a contribution in any amount or for a full $400 
scholarship directly to AGLC with ‘Tanzania Scholarship’ in 
the memo line by Sunday, December 16th.   
 
Any questions – please ask Helen Yotter 
hcyotter@comcast.net 
 

Asante Sana and Mungu Anawa Bariki! (Thank you very 
much and God Bless You) 

GIVING TREES  

Do you want to change a life?   
Tanzania Scholarship Opportunity 

mailto:hcyotter@comcast.net
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Have you ever reflected on why you give?   
The answer may seem obvious but I think the answer to this question is uniquely personal. Everyone has 
experienced different situations throughout their life and these experiences not only shape who we are 
but they have an impact on the causes or organizations we are passionate about. This summer the 
Stewardship Team read the book “Love Let Go” by Amalya Campbell and Laura Sumner Truax. This book 
talks about a real-world experiment in generosity when LaSalle Street Church in Chicago handed out $500 
checks to its congregants with instructions to do God’s work in the world. While it is the story of one 
church, it really is a larger story of generosity and its potential when unleashed.  
 
After I read this book, I reflected on the experiences I have had with generosity and wanted to share with 
you some of the reasons why I give. 
 

First and foremost, I give to help others.   
 Though this sounds like a very general statement it is the underlying reason why I want to give of 

my time and money. When I was 13 years old, I received an anonymous donation from a church 
member that allowed me to attend summer Bible Camp. That small gift (which seemed very large 
at the time) not only had a large impact on my faith journey; it also cultivated my passion for being 
a positive role model for youth. Shortly after that camp, I began teaching Sunday School to 
preschoolers at my church and I stayed involved with my church community through college. 
Throughout the years, I have continued to fulfill this passion by serving as a confirmation mentor, 
participating in an online mentoring program with high school youth and I have participated as an 
adult leader on a Youth Mission Trip. Each of these experiences have been a true blessing as is it 
seems I often receive far more than I give.       

Giving to others is something I feel called to do.   
 Everything we have is a gift from God and He promises us that we will always have all that we need. 

(Philippians 4:19). I know first-hand it isn’t always easy to trust Him on this and let go of our 
“scarcity mentality” but I also know when we believe there is “not enough” we hold on to love, 
resources, and our time. It is only when we can let this type of thinking go that we will experience 
real freedom as the congregation at LaSalle Street Church experienced. 

Last but not any less important, Amazing Grace Lutheran Church is not only my faith community, it is 
my family.   
 Just as in any family, I feel it is my commitment to serve and provide financially so: 

The staff and leaders have what they need to provide the services they do. 
The building we worship in is maintained and safe for those who enter. 
The mission of AGLC can be fulfilled.   
 

I give financially to Amazing Grace because I know that a portion of my giving goes to many important 
organizations that Amazing Grace actively partners with both locally and globally. I’ve learned that one of 
the best ways to ensure consistent giving is to sign up for the online giving program.  That way if we are 
unable to attend worship, our giving is still there. I am so proud to be a member of Amazing Grace where 
I’ve witnessed the generosity of this small but mighty church countless times! 

REFLECTION ON GENEROSITY 
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As we continue in this year of Renewal, I ask you take a moment to reflect on “why you give”. You may be 
surprised by the people you remember who have helped you in the past or the ripple effect you have 
caused with your own acts of generosity. I hope it also brings you to the present and sparks ideas about 
what you can do today to continue the “generosity ripple effect” that our confirmation students and 
Pastor Julie have been talking about.  How can you continue to support Amazing Grace? What can you 
contribute to expand the ripple effect?   
 
The Stewardship Team welcomes any stories you are willing to share. 
 
God’s blessings,  
Joleen Ketterling, Co-Chair 
Stewardship Ministry Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fall Festival is an annual celebration of our Bega Kwa Bega (BKB) companion synod 
relationship with the Iringa Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.  It is a 
morning filled with worship, fellowship and learning.  Of the 3 pillars that guide our synod 
relationship – prayer, presence and projects - the theme for this year’s fall festival is 
centered on projects and our instinct to build.  All are welcome!   
 
Learn more at www.spas-elca.org/fallfestival.   

You’re Invited! You’re Invited! You’re Invited!    

http://www.spas-elca.org/fallfestival


 

 
 
 
 

Empowering Parents as their Children’s Primary Sexuality Educators 
with Karin Galloway Egge, a Parent, Youth and Organizational Educator, Coach, and Consultant 

November 15, 2018, 6:00 – 8:30 pm 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 

1660 County B Road W 
Roseville, MN 55113 

 
Research tells us that children who understand their family’s values and expectations regarding sexual 
health are more likely to make behavioral choices consistent with those values. What do we want those 
messages to be, and how can we, as parents, make sure we’re conveying the message we intend?  
 
Focused on the role of the parent, but a wonderful opportunity for any adult involved in the care of children 
to get clear on their values and how and what messages they are communicating, consciously or not, and to 
encourage communication between parents and other caregivers.  
 
Karin’s training includes the Institute for Professional Excellence in Coaching, “It’s That Easy” A Guide to 
Raising Sexually Healthy Children, Our Whole Lives comprehensive sexuality education curriculum for K-12th 
grade, Montessori Training Center of Minnesota, and teaching experience includes facilitating sexuality 
education classes and parent workshops for 6th-10th graders in secular and religious environments, and 
working with children from the Toddler Community through 9th grade in private and public Montessori 
schools.  
 
 
 
 

 

Friday, Nov 16th, from 5:30—8:00 p.m.  
Please join us at AGLC for a game night!  
 
Pizza, lemonade, fruit, and veggies will be 
provided. If you have a favorite family-friendly 
game, please bring it. Pizza will be served 
around 6:00 p.m.  
 
Let Adam Ingalsbe know if you would like to 
help with setup or cleanup. 
 

 

SEXUALITY AND FAITH 

AGLC GAME NIGHT 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy a Christmas brunch and fellowship with others 55 and older 
from Amazing Grace at the Pool and Yacht Club in Mendota Heights 
Contact Person: Barb Henke 651-457-1939 
When: Sunday, December 2nd at 12 p.m. Noon 
Where: Pool and Yacht Club in Mendota Heights 
Who: Those 55 and Older    
Cost: $23 (includes full buffet, coffee or tea, tax, and gratuity) 
Please pay Barb Henke by November 11. Arlene Curran and Leanne Kojetin, our office 
administrator, will accept checks through November 20.  
 

Thanks in advance for registering and paying early.  

 

 

 

 
 

We'll soon be busy with preparations for the Christmas season. It 
can get hectic. Take time out to recharge yourself and gather for 

good food, conversation, and carols at the annual Women's 
Christmas Brunch. The date is December 8, 10:00 a.m. to 12 p.m., in 

AGLC’s upper room. There will be an ornament exchange for those 
who wish to participate.  

 
A $5 donation is asked to cover expenses with any excess money going to Neighbors Inc. We 
will not be collecting gifts this year since we will be gathering after the collection deadline. Be 
sure to check the Giving Trees the end of November to make donations. Watch for a sign up 
sheet. If you are willing to help with food and/or preparations for the brunch or have any 
questions, contact Barb Malamen 651-454-1858. 

Save the Date: Saturday, December 8 

Women’s Christmas Brunch 10 a.m.—12 p.m. Noon 

Save the Date: Sunday, December 2 

12th Annual Senior Holiday Brunch 



 

 

 

 

Advent Wreath Making 
Did you know that Advent wreaths were originally used in the 
home? They didn’t become popular in churches until the middle 
of the twentieth century. Join us November 18 at 9:15 am as we 
gather to make advent wreaths for our homes!! If you already 
have a wreath join us for other advent activities or make one and 
gift it to a friend! All are welcome to come and feel free to bring a 
friend! 
 

Save the date:  
Christmas Program “No stress, No fuss”- December 16 during 10:30 am worship service 
Next Go Day!-January 6, 2019- Assemble School Kits- Lutheran World Relief 
 
Sunday School Coordinators: 
Kami Burgess  kburgess@aglcigh.org   cell: 701-550-9807 
Trish Ebensteiner  tandkgophernuts@comcast.net  cell: 612-719-9548 
 
 
 

 
 

November 18 and December 2 
The Christian Education Team is sponsoring a Children's Book Fair just in time for holiday 

giving! Books that help kids thrive socially, emotionally, and spiritually will be available for up 
to 40% off the retail price. A selection of books, including Christmas titles, will be on display, 

but over 60 titles are available for purchase.  
 

Browse books in the Narthex between services  
November 18 and December 2. 

Stop by the book fair table to get entered  
into a drawing for a book give away!  

 

The Christian Education program will receive 20% back  
from all purchases that we’ll use for future programming. 

 
Questions or want an early order form?  

Contact Kent Rhein-Medina at kubwachi@gmail.com  

JOIN US ON GO DAY! NOVEMBER 18 

CHILDREN’S BOOK FAIR 

mailto:kburgess@aglcigh.org
mailto:tandkgophernuts@comcast.net
mailto:kubwachi@gmail.com
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Prayer Concerns can 

be called in 

to Mary Garfield at 

612-834-2955 

Need Care & 
Connection? 

A Psychology Today article reports that 
“25% of Americans have no meaningful 
social support at all - not a single person 
they can confide in. And over half of all 
Americans report having no close 
confidants or friends outside their 
immediate family. “ 
 

As God’s people, it is part of our mission to 
change this horrifying trend. Care and 
connection are an essential part of physical, 
spiritual and emotional well-being.  
 

Call or text Pastor Julie Wright, Pastor Tess 
Panamarow, or call the church office when 
you or a loved one is in need of care: 

 Mental or physical illness 

 In the hospital  

 Having surgery  

 In crisis or in need of prayer 

 Having trouble with marriage, family or 
other relationships  

HIPAA privacy rules mean that hospitals do 
not inform us when you are in the hospital. 
God is with you, but we want to be there for 
you too! 
 

Church office 651-455-0093  
Pastor Julie Wright 651-271-1427 (cell)  
Pastor Tess Panamarow (712) 899-9747 (cell) 

Pastoral Care—Focused Outreach 

Servant Ministry Coordinator: Pastor Julie Wright 

Meal Coordinator: Lynda Bartlette 

Ride Coordinator: Norm Beckman 

Funeral Support Coordinator: Barb Malamen 

Personal Prayer Coordinator for Worship: Elizabeth 

Anderson 

Hands and Feet Ministry— 

Coordinator: Pastor Tess Panamarow 

If we have missed 
your birthday or 
anniversary please 
contact the church 
office so that we can 
add it to the list! 

5—Kathy Hanson  
5—Camille  
9—Eric Olson  
11—Brooke Hovick 
12—Greg Ketterling 
16—Darlene Wold  
18—Julie Kunze 
18—Doug Nelson  
19—Bill Bleckwenn 
20—Nikki Kleman  
21—Jan Laak  
22—Dave Wold  
24—Mitch Ketterling  
24—Gloria Rasmussen  
26—Alison Hild  
26—Zach 
28—Billy Johnson 

 
3—Todd and Zella Vandervort  
26—Craig and Helen Yotter  
29—Tom and Louise Lentz  



 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Joining God at Work in the World! 

All are welcome!! 

 

7160 South Robert Trail 

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077 

651-455-0093 

Address Service Requested 

 

Website: 
www.aglcigh.org 

 

Staff: 
 

Lead Pastor—Pastor Julie Wright 

jwright@aglcigh.org 
 

Pastor of Congregational Care—Pastor Tess Panamarow  

TPanamarow@aglcign.org 
 

Children and Youth Minister—Tim Marburger 

tmarburger@aglcigh.org 
 

Administrator—Leanne Kojetin  

lkojetin@aglcigh.org 
 

Communications Coordinator—Sarah Bjorklund 

sbjorklund@aglcigh.org 
 

Finance Assistant—Craig Yotter 

cyotter@aglcigh.org 
 

Building Supervisor—Larry Kinney 

lkinney@aglcigh.org 
 

Worship Musician: Brad Pipal 

 

Sanctuary Choir Director—Barbara Forthun 

bforthun@aglcigh.org 
 

King’s Kids Choir Director—Barbara Forthun 

bforthun@aglcigh.org 
 

Sunday School Co-Coordinators— 

Kami Burgess: kburgess@aglcigh.org 

Trish Ebensteiner: tebensteiner@aglcigh.org 
 

Vacation Bible School Coordinator— 

Zella Vandervort: mnhomebug@gmail.com 

 

 

Main Office Hours: 
 

Tuesday—Thursday 9:00 a.m.—3:40 p.m. 
 
 

Deadlines: 
The newsletter article deadline  

is always on the 15th of the month. Bulletin  

announcements are due on Wednesdays. 
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