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MR. SUCHYNA: NICE TO MEETYA 
By Gabe Guo 

For the record, how 

is your name pro-

nounced? It’s pro-

nounced sue-hen-uh. 

How did you get 

into education? I was 

studying sociology and 

psychology at Saint 

John Fisher. I wanted 

to get into education, 

but not teaching. After 

I thought about my ex-

periences at Saint Fran-

cis High School, I re-

membered how I had a 

good connection with 

my guidance counse-

lor. I realized that it 

would be a cool posi-

tion to help mold high 

school students navi-

gate their careers and 

have that impact in 

their lives, so I went to 

Canisius College to get 

my master’s degree in 

counseling. I started 

my career at Saint 

Francis eight years ago 

as a physical education 

and health teacher, and 

then I became the assis-

tant athletic director. 

Eventually, I got to 

looking into an admin-

istrative role, so in 

2014, I went back to 

Canisius to get my cer-

tificate for administra-

tion.  

How did you end 

up at East? After the 

tests for the certificate, 

I started to look for as-

sistant principal jobs. It 

took some time, and I 

went through a num-

ber of interviews where 

I learned a lot about 

myself and the process. 

It happened that East 

had an opening last 

spring, so I put my ap-

plication in. I was 

lucky enough to be 

See MR SUCHYNA on A3 

Is Our Start Time Too Early? 

By Mia Miller 

It seems that everyone has heard 

the phrase, “the early bird gets the 

worm”. We’ve been told by teachers 

and parents alike that it’s important 

to go to bed and wake up early. 

However, people worldwide are 

starting to realize this may be out-

dated information. In the USA, 93% 

of high schools start before 8:30, and 

students are feeling the effects. Wil-

liamsville East starts at 7:45, putting 

it within the 93%. Should East be 

making a change to accommodate to 

student needs? Perhaps students are 

just overreacting and don’t see the 

benefits of an early start.  

137 East students participated in 

a Google Form in order to hear what 

they have to say. 17.5% of students 

would like to school to start just a 

few minutes later. 42% of partici-

pants said they would prefer school 

starting between 8:00 and 9:00, and 

21% go as far as to want a start time 

later than 9:00. At the same time, 

nearly 17.5% of students believe 

East’s start time is fine the way it is. 

 

Clean Up Day 

By Anna Lin 

eastsidenews.org 

COMMENTARY 

The Rising Sun Flag: A 

Symbol of Oppression 

and Inhumanity 

By Elise Yu 

From 1868 to 1947, Japan was an 

imperialistic empire; during this 

time of rapid industrialization and 

militarization, the Empire of Japan 

emerged as a world power. While 

Japan experienced this period of 

growth, the countries and people 

they conquered suffered greatly at 

the hands of the Japanese regime. 

Although students here at Wil-

liamsville East High School learn 

about World War II and the oppos-

ing sides that fought during the war, 

not much is discussed regarding the 

war crimes committed by the Japa-

nese Imperial Army and Navy. Be-

cause of this, it is easy to become un-

aware of and desensitized to the ex-

tent of the brutality exerted by the 

Japanese regime onto the people of 

neighboring countries, including 

Korea, China, Malaysia, Indonesia, 

and the Philippines. 

Japan’s extensive list of war 

crimes range from the attack on neu-

tral powers (Pearl Harbor) to the use 

of human experimentation. It has 

been estimated that the Japanese Im-

perial Military is responsible for the 

death of 3,000,000 to 14,000,000 civil-

ians and prisoners of war through 

mass killings. Professor R. J. Rum-
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On the 26th of October, a group 

of eleven high schoolers (Aidan 

Beecher, Anna Brown, Serena Fan, 

Elizabeth Goldstein, Dan Krieger, 

Vikki Kang, Rachel Rosenthal, Di-

ana Stone, Aamna Soniwala, Cole 

Wilks, and myself) set out to clean 

the streets of Allentown. Equipped 

with gardening gloves and a box of 

bin liners, we met at Days Park.  

A woman found us and led us 

to a restaurant by the name of 

“Intersection Cafe”, where we 

New Assistant Principal Mr. Suchyna, pronounced sue-hen-uh. 

Photo: Yilia Zhou 
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On Thursday, October 17th, Brie Eloise 

visited the East GSA as a guest speaker. 

Brie Eloise is a transgender woman from 

Buffalo who works in photography. The 

GSA was grateful to hear about her experi-

ences and ask her questions. She shared 

stories from her childhood and adulthood 

as she worked her way through mental 

health, relationships, and the hardships of 

activities that are effortless for most cis-

gender people.  

To be transgender means to be a gen-

der that was not assigned at birth. In Brie’s 

case, she is a woman that was assigned 

male at birth and was raised as a boy. 

Many people who are transgender transi-

tion to feel more comfortable in their own 

skin. Brie has been transitioning from male 

to female for the past few years.  

Brie’s childhood was filled with confu-

sion. She explained that as a young child, 

she preferred to hang out with the girls 

instead of boys. As puberty hit, she began 

to look at girls in a different way, having 

an unexplainable feeling that she wanted 

what the girls had. At the time, she didn’t 

have the terms or vocabulary to express 

how she felt, and she stayed very quiet. 

She would catch herself in reveries, imag-

ining she was one of the girls throughout 

high school. 

It wasn’t too long ago that she came 

out and told those around her that she was 

a woman. It took a while until she had 

found the terms that described her and felt 

ready to tell others. This news didn’t sit 

well with everyone, and some family 

members cut her off. However, she 

learned who in her life genuinely support-

ed her and who she was.  

During her presentation, she made it 

clear that she does not speak for all 

transgender people. Everyone who is 

transgender has different experiences, and 

chooses to transition in different ways. She 

also stated that transitioning is not a 

choice. She said that she did not choose to 

go through all the harassment she has 

been through or be hurt as much as he has 

for who she is.  

Brie shared tips for cisgender allies as 

well. She advised allies to not push their 

friends who are trans to share information 

they’re not comfortable sharing yet. All 

trans people have boundaries, and some 

are more open than others.  

Brie has her very own blog in which 

she continues to share her experiences. She 

even wrote an entry about talking to the 

East GSA. Her blog can be found on briee-

loise.com if you are interested in learning 

more about her experiences being trans 

and what she is like as a person. 

Brie Eloise Visits GSA 

By Mia Miller 

The annual trip to the Strat-

ford Festival this year took 

place on October 22nd, where 

students traveled to watch 

Othello. For those who do not 

know about the Stratford trip, 

East students can take a bus to 

Stratford, Ontario to watch a 

Shakespeare play.  

The trip starts at school be-

fore 1st period where students 

going on the trip congregate so 

that their IDs can be checked. 

The students’ bubbling excite-

ment is soon quenched when 

they board the charter bus that 

is equipped with a bathroom 

and comfortable seating. It 

takes approximately three 

hours plus the time spent at 

customs to get to Stratford. 

That gives students enough 

time to chat, do homework, or 

even make up a silent reading 

day with one of the English 

teachers aboard the bus. If one 

wishes to gaze out the window, 

this time of year is great to 

watch the beautifully colored 

autumn trees pass by.  

When the bus arrives at 

Stratford, students are free to 

walk around downtown Strat-

ford. Ontario Street runs from 

the Stratford Festival and is 

lined with shops and restau-

rants in which students can 

take advantage of for lunch. A 

few options include Rocky 

Mountain Chocolate Factory, 

Balzac’s Stratford (a cafe), and 

Pazzo Taverna and Pizzeria. 

After eating, one can walk 

along Lake Victoria on their 

way to the Stratford Festival (if 

the weather favors it). The 

walk is a good way to get your 

legs moving and also experi-

ence the dream-like Canadian 

infrastructure, as well as the 

beautiful houses across the 

lake.  

Once they arrive at the 

Shakespeare Festival, students 

gather around the “shiny 

Shakespeare” statue in front of 

the theater to receive their tick-

ets. There also may be time to 

visit the gift shop next to the 

theater. Inside the theater, one 

can admire the impressive ar-

chitecture. The theater is cate-

gorized as a thrust stage, which 

is inspired by the Elizabethan 

apron stage, ancient Greek am-

phitheaters, and Roman arenas. 

The design allows for the thea-

tre to sit over 1,800 people, 

with no one being more than 

sixty-five feet away from the 

stage. The theater design along 

with the performance of the 

actors makes watching the 

Shakespeare play an engross-

ing experience. What makes 

the experience all the more in-

teresting is that the perfor-

mance is professionally record-

ed on video. The recording is 

then broadcasted on Canadian 

TV and played in theaters 

across North America. During 

intermission, one can go up to 

the terrace which overlooks the 

gift shop and the park (again, if 

the weather favors it). 

The way back includes a 

stop at a food court that has 

many options ranging from 

fast food to Mediterranean cui-

sine. Students will also have to 

make one last stop at customs 

before heading home. On re-

turn, the scenery is still marvel-

ous to look at. If timed correct-

ly, one may be able to see the 

sunset over the Niagara River 

which brings closure to a long 

day of entertainment. One can 

expect to be back at Williams-

ville East 9:00 pm, if not earlier, 

which allows you to get 

enough sleep to feel energized 

for school the next day. 

Stratford Festival Trip Features Othello and Good Times 

By Leonardo Yana-Romero 
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chosen to start here in August, 

and even though it was a long 

road, I’m very pleased to be 

here.  

What do you think of East 

so far? It’s been great. Every-

body I’ve encountered — 

teachers, staff, students — has 

been helpful, courteous, and 

respectful. There’s not anyone 

here that won’t go out of their 

way to do something and 

work with you; it’s a very wel-

coming setting. Especially hav-

ing come from a private school 

where I knew a lot of the 

teachers, I feel like the new 

people here have been wel-

coming and great. Even 

though I’m brand new, I feel 

like I’ve been here for a couple 

years. 

What was it like being a 

student-athlete? It’s your job 

to be an athlete in college. I 

played college football, and 

August through November, 

we were practicing 2:30pm to 

6:00pm every day. I had to 

deal with classes in the morn-

ing, and I had to find this bal-

ance of figuring things out. I 

learned to not procrastinate, 

making sure to get work done 

when I had time. Even in the 

offseason, we were doing 

weights and workouts, along 

with classwork.  

So I’d imagine that you’re 

a master of time management. 

Any tips for the students of 

East? To stay on top of both 

athletics and academics, I 

would say to not let time pass 

you by. If you have the oppor-

tunity to get something done, 

get it done, because it frees 

you up later in the day. Also, 

work on things as you go. 

Don’t wait until the last day. A 

good night’s sleep is definitely 

needed, and if you utilize your 

free periods to get stuff done, 

it frees you up at night. 

How do those experiences 

translate to your current role 

as assistant principal/athletic 

director? Obviously, there’s 

the time management aspect. 

In my opinion, it’s a role that 

fits me perfectly, because I’ve 

been in leadership roles a lot of 

my career. In my junior year of 

college, I was part of the unity 

council chosen by teammates, 

where I worked on issues with 

team building. My senior year, 

I was the captain of the foot-

ball team. This gave me the 

mentality of leading groups 

into doing what we’ve got to 

do, and right now, I’m here to 

lead and be a guiding force for 

student athletes. 

The last few months have 

brought great change in your 

life, from the birth of your 

child, to your two new jobs. 

How have you managed that? 

There’s been a lot to balance 

and figure out at home while 

navigating school. But, it’s 

been great; I have great sup-

port from Mr. Swatland and 

Mrs. DeSantis. At home, it’s 

only been a week and a half 

with my newborn, but so far, 

it’s been good. My wife’s fully 

aware that there are nights 

where I will have to get home 

extremely late, and we’re all in 

this together. So, any time I 

can get home with my family, I 

will. 

How many kids do you 

have? I have three girls: Addi-

son Grace, who is four; Avery 

Quinn, who is two; and Claire 

Kennadi, who is the newborn. 

So, I’m sure that with five 

mouths in the house to feed, 

there have to be some foods 

that you gravitate towards. 

Personally, my favorite food is 

a prime rib cooked medium. 

Our whole family likes ched-

dar and sour cream potato 

chips. As an athlete, I ate a lot 

of chicken, tuna, and wheat 

bread. 

What’s your favorite mov-

ie? I like Caddy Shack. As for 

TV shows, I like Seinfeld, The 

Goldbergs, and This Is Us. 

What are your favorite 

sports teams? Obviously, I like 

Saint John Fisher’s teams. I al-

so like the Bills and Sabres. 

Outside of Buffalo, I like the 

Atlanta Braves, Duke basket-

ball, and Notre Dame football. 

What’s your prediction for 

Bills record? The Bills have a 

good season ahead. They have 

a good defense. That being 

said, Tom Brady hasn’t de-

clined yet, so the Bills proba-

bly won’t win the East. I see 

them finishing in the 11-5, 10-6 

area for a wild card spot. 

MR. SUCHYNA from A1 

found about five more people 

crowded around a table with 

coffee and more supplies. We 

found that most of these peo-

ple were the organizers of the 

event or their friends. They all 

greeted us warmly and formed 

groups. One group would 

walk down Allen Street back 

towards the park, and the other 

group would walk towards 

Delaware Avenue. Each group 

was handed paper bags to col-

lect glass and other recyclables 

while everyone else held a bin 

liner. And so we went.  

Although the event 

lasted from around 11am to 

1pm, the owners of the Alley 

Cat Tavern were generous 

enough to open the doors to let 

us sit and enjoy some donuts 

and apple cider. There, we took 

pictures and talked about the 

experience. Vikki Kang and 

Dan Krieger both brought up 

the fact that it was, “...very eye 

opening to see just how much 

garbage was discarded on the 

sidewalks and the road...” but 

that, “...the ability to clean up 

was very rewarding.”  

Not only did the event help 

physically clean the roads, but 

it also, as Anna Brown said, 

“...was a really good experi-

ence to work with a communi-

ty different from our own on a 

common goal.” Many of us, 

including Cole Wilks, Aidan 

Beecher, and Aamna Soniwala, 

all agreed with that statement 

and enjoyed being able to con-

tribute to a clean community, 

all while meeting new people 

at the same time.  

It was very heartwarming 

to see people's appreciation as 

well. Aidan recalled the times, 

“...business owners and em-

ployees came outside to thank 

us,” and Aamna added that it 

made the experience even 

more meaningful.  

The overall experience 

proves that just a group of fif-

teen people or so could make a 

change within the community 

and even bigger, while still 

having fun at the same time. To 

end with the words of our very 

own Features/East Editor, Dan 

Krieger, “It made me feel like I 

was really making a differ-

ence.” And it couldn’t be said 

better.  

CLEAN UP DAY from A1 

Five participants even claim 

they would prefer an earlier 

start.  

Why Should We Start Lat-

er? 

East students have spoken, 

and four out of five of them 

wish school started later. “I 

can’t focus at 7:45 in the morn-

ing, and I fall asleep during the 

day,” says an East freshman. 

“I've missed out on learning 

opportunities due to the fact 

that I can't concentrate in 

class,” argues a senior. A soph-

omore said, “I have trouble 

with homework, but I can’t go 

in early for help because I 

would have to get up at an 

even more ridiculous time.” A 

junior shares, “I don’t get too 

much sleep. My bus comes at 

6:40 and it’s a ten minute walk 

to the stop.” Another senior 

says, “It’s dark and dangerous 

for students who walk.”              

Many East students would 

be in favor of a later start, but 

what do professionals have to 

say? The American Academy 

of Pediatrics says that middle 

and high schools should start 

no earlier than 8:30 to give stu-

dents a chance to get the sleep 

they need. As students begin to 

hit puberty, circadian rhythms 

can shift up to two hours later 

and release of melatonin is de-

layed. It’s more difficult for 

teenagers to get up and fall 

asleep at early times. East stu-

dents must go against their 

bodies in order to accommo-

date to East’s early start. 

Students are meant to get 8-

9 hours of sleep each night, 

however this is a reach for 

many students. An East fresh-

man shares, “I sleep for about 

four hours on a good night.” 

Sleep deprivation makes focus 

in school more difficult, hin-

dering performance on tests 

and other school work. It can 

also affect attendance, as many 

students over sleep easily. It 

has been found in a 2012 Los 

Angeles study that student-

START TIME from A1 

See START TIME on A5 
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mel from the University of Ha-

waii states, “This democide 

[i.e., death by government] 

was due to a morally bankrupt 

political and military strategy, 

military expediency and cus-

tom, and national culture.” 

In addition to the mass kill-

ings, the Japanese Imperial 

Military also performed hu-

man experimentation and bio-

logical warfare. One of the 

most infamous places shelter-

ing such experimentation was 

Unit 731, a unit established by 

Hirohito and run by Ishii Shi-

ro. In an excerpt from Gregory 

Dean Byrd’s General Ishii Shi-

ro, “To determine the treat-

ment of frostbite, prisoners 

were taken outside in freezing 

weather and left with exposed 

arms, periodically drenched 

with water until frozen solid. 

The arm was later amputated; 

the doctor would repeat the 

process on the victim's upper 

arm to the shoulder. After both 

arms were gone, the doctors 

moved on to the legs until only 

a head and torso remained. 

The victim was then used for 

plague and pathogens experi-

ments.” 

Among the other 

war crimes committed 

by the Japanese Imperi-

al Army are the use of 

chemical weapons, the 

torture of P.O.W.s, can-

nibalism against Allied 

P.O.W.s, forced labor 

against both civilians 

and P.O.W.s, and the 

use of “comfort wom-

en,” a euphemism for 

wartime sex slavery. 

During this time, 

the Japanese national flag was 

the Flag of the Rising Sun. This 

flag sports a red circle sur-

rounded by alternating red 

and white stripes. Initially 

adopted by the Japanese Impe-

rial Army in 1870 and later by 

the Navy in 1889, the Rising 

Sun Flag is viewed by the Jap-

anese as a symbol of tradition 

and good fortune. The flag is 

still in widespread use 

throughout Japan, appearing 

on commercial products, cloth-

ing, posters, newspapers, man-

ga, anime, and more. The flag 

is also the war flag and naval 

ensign of the Japan Maritime 

and Self-Defense Force. 

However, given the histori-

cal context of the flag, many 

citizens of the neighboring 

countries that Japan once in-

vaded criticize the continued 

use of the Rising Sun Flag, 

deeming it offensive and a glo-

rification of the atrocities com-

mitted by the Japanese Imperi-

al Army. 

In his recent Op-Ed in The 

Harvard Crimson, student Dan-

iel Kim writes, “The Rising 

Sun flag is often likened to the 

Nazi Swastika, and rightfully 

so… The flag reminds espe-

cially Chinese and Korean peo-

ple of the horrors of Japanese 

occupation.” 

The Fédération Internatio-

nale de Football Association 

(FIFA) placed a ban on the Ris-

ing Sun Flag during interna-

tional matches, in response to 

South Korean protests. Kim 

writes, “As such, the flag is in-

ternationally recognized as di-

visive, if not downright offen-

sive.” 

Reuters reports that in 

2017, “the Asian Football Con-

federation sanctioned Japan 

after Japanese fans flew the 

flag at an AFC Champions 

League.” 

The Rising Sun Flag is 

again at the center of interna-

tional tension. AP reports that 

South Korea’s Ministry of Cul-

ture, Sports, and Tourism sent 

a letter to the International 

Olympic Committee (IOC) 

“President Thomas Bach ex-

pressing “deep disappoint-

ment and concern” over Japa-

nese plans to allow the flag in 

stadiums and other facilities 

during the 2020 Olympics.” 

However, “Tokyo organizers 

responded by saying it 

was widely used in Ja-

pan, was not considered 

a political statement” 

and “it is not viewed as a 

prohibited item.” In Sep-

tember, the Chinese Civ-

il Association for Claim-

ing Compensation from 

Japan also sent a letter to 

the International Olym-

pic Committee request-

ing a ban on the Rising 

Sun Flag. 

The Rising Sun Flag contin-

ues to be a controversial and 

offensive symbol throughout 

the world. Although it remains 

popular in modern Japanese 

culture, the Rising Sun Flag 

also reminds people from oth-

er Asian countries of the atroc-

ities committed by the Japa-

nese Imperial Military against 

their ancestors. 

As mentioned earlier, the 

Rising Sun Flag is now seen by 

some as a design to place on 

clothing. To my shock, I re-

cently saw a peer wearing a 

shirt with a picture of the Ris-

ing Sun Flag on the front. It 

deeply saddens me to think 

that clothing designers and 

distributors would approve of 

a symbol that represents years 

of inhumane torture and dec-

ades of unfulfilled reparations. 

The history of the Rising Sun 

Flag remains widely unknown, 

and, as a result, it continues to 

be displayed. Romanticizing a 

symbol that reminds many in 

the Asian community of 

crimes against humanity is in-

sulting and disrespectful. The 

effects of the Japanese War 

Crimes committed during 

World War II remain unre-

solved to many people, espe-

cially throughout Korea and 

China. 

History must be learned. A 

more informed and aware 

public is needed to bring about 

change. What good is learning 

about history if such 

knowledge cannot be applied 

to our own lives? No matter 

how one attempts to justify its 

use, the Rising Sun Flag will 

always be a symbol and re-

minder to many of the millions 

of innocent lives cruelly taken 

by the Japanese Imperial Ar-

my. The continued use of the 

flag throughout Japan proves a 

lack of remorse and acknowl-

edgement towards their 

shameful past. 

As the saying goes by 

George Santayana, “Those 

who cannot learn from history 

are doomed to repeat it.” 

RISING SUN FLAG COMMENTARY from A1 

A Shirt Depicting the Rising Sun Flag 

Currently for Sale on Amazon.com 

The Rising Sun Flag; 

Source: CNN 

Romanticizing a symbol that 

reminds many in the Asian 

community of crimes against 

humanity is insulting and 

disrespectful.  

Chinese Civilians Being Buried Alive by Japanese Troops; 

Source: Wikipedia 
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athletes that get less than 8 

hours of sleep are more likely 

to get injured while playing. 

Not to mention the many ways 

sleep deprivation impacts 

health by increasing the likeli-

hood of obesity, heart disease, 

depression, anxiety, and so 

much more. A senior states, 

“My lack of sleep from exces-

sive school work has lead to 

low self esteem and depression

-like symptoms.” Sleep depri-

vation isn’t just harmful; it’s 

deadly. 

Should We Keep Our Early 

Start? 

Could we look past all these 

negatives of early start and find 

the positives? One of the big-

gest benefits is that early start 

allows for earlier release. This 

allows time later in the day for 

students to participate in 

sports, volunteer work, jobs, 

clubs, hanging out with 

friends, studying, and personal 

hobbies. It is especially benefi-

cial to athletes that play out-

door sports and need sunlight. 

As winter approaches, Wil-

liamsville can be submerged in 

darkness as early as 4:45 in the 

evening. Starting these activi-

ties earlier may allow students 

to go home earlier and get a 

decent amount of sleep. As a 

sophomore stated, “An earlier 

start time allows us to have 

more time after school for 

sports, homework, and study-

ing without cramming. It 

makes it easier for time man-

agement.” 

Other arguments for an ear-

lier start time include parents 

claiming it teaches responsibil-

ity. Many jobs and careers start 

even earlier than school, so 

they believe students should 

learn to wake themselves up 

earlier so it’ll come naturally as 

an adult. Parents also appreci-

ate earlier start times as they 

tend to work better with their 

work schedules. When parents 

go to work early and students 

go to school later, they won’t 

be home to wake up their child 

if they sleep through their 

alarm or need a ride to school. 

School districts, such as 

Williamsville, prefer giving 

high schools an earlier start to 

save money on buses. A sopho-

more seemed to be very aware 

of this fact, as they said, “The 

only real reason schools start so 

early is because of the horrible 

bus schedules”. After school 

buses finish their high school 

commute, many of them con-

tinue to take elementary and 

middle school students to 

school later. This staggering of 

bus schedules saves money 

that Williamsville would other-

wise have to spend on extra 

buses, and it’s most likely the 

primary reason for East’s 7:45 

start.  

Zero Period 

More recently, some schools 

have begun to offer zero peri-

od. Zero period is an optional 

period of the day that begins 

before the normal school day. 

At these schools, many stu-

dents decide they would prefer 

to take an earlier class so they 

can get out of school earlier as 

a result. The classes offered 

during zero period are usually 

electives or advanced courses. 

Students at these schools may 

decide to take a zero period 

class for a variety of reasons. 

They may be natural early 

birds, and it fits into their 

schedule easier. Some may just 

want extra time in the after-

noon. Some just want to fit an 

extra class into their loaded 

schedules.  

Zero periods have mixed 

opinions. Some view this op-

portunity for an earlier class as 

a negative. It is believed by 

those against zero period that it 

will encourage students to 

wake up even earlier than they 

already have to, increasing the 

effects of sleep deprivation in 

teenagers. Others suggest that 

if students want an extra peri-

od, it should be in the after-

noon instead of the morning. 

Those in favor of zero periods 

argue that it teaches students 

more about responsibility by 

giving more freedom within 

their schedules, along with the 

benefits listed above.  

Maybe East could consider 

turning 7:45 into the start of a 

zero period instead of first pe-

riod, and have the normal 

school day run from 8:30 to 

3:30. This optional course 

would allow East’s diverse stu-

dents to choose if they want to 

come to school later or earlier. 

However, there are problems 

with this idea. The main prob-

lem is that the new school day 

would conflict with the middle 

and elementary school days, so 

the district would have to pay 

for more buses and bus drivers. 

An alternate idea could be to 

have a zero period start at 7:00, 

and keep the normal school 

hours. Zero period could bene-

fit many students at East. A 

large amount of students don’t 

have a free period, as they 

want to take two science clas-

ses at once or extra electives. A 

zero period could give these 

students a reliable free period 

and could encourage students 

to take more classes, even if it’s 

just a relaxed, yet informative, 

elective.  

Come To Your Own Con-

clusion 

The purpose of this article is 

not to persuade the reader to 

join either side. It is meant to 

get students to think more 

about the effects of something 

as simple as school start time. 

While the Google Form 

brought in plenty of extreme 

answers, it also allowed stu-

dents to give their own conclu-

sions. A freshman suggested, 

“We should have scheduled 

time in the morning to get our-

selves set and ready for the 

day.” A sophomore brings up, 

“At Nardin, they do something 

called Late Start Wednesday. 

Maybe we could start late once 

a week.” Another sophomore 

claims, “If we shortened the 

periods by only five minutes, 

we could begin school 45 

minutes later.” 

Williamsville East most 

likely won’t change start time 

just because of an article, but it 

is important to be aware of the 

effects it may have, good and 

bad, and the possible changes 

that could be made to fix any 

flaws. East has a very large stu-

dent population with diverse 

needs, and accommodating can 

be very difficult, but it is possi-

ble and should be done. It 

would show students that 

WCSD is willing to listen to the 

needs of students and that they 

truly care about the well-being 

of student education and 

health. 

A zero period could give these 

students a reliable free period and 

could encourage students to take 

more classes, even if it’s just a 

relaxed, yet informative, elective.  
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Nothing frustrates a politi-

cal writer more than a cry of, 

“What’s the difference between 

Elizabeth Warren and Bernie 

Sanders?” At a glance, yes, 

these candidates are easily the 

farthest to the left in the entire 

field. However, they’re hardly 

carbon copies of each other. 

Both have defined their cam-

paigns using different rhetoric, 

provide alternative solutions to 

economic issues, and employ 

different backgrounds of expe-

rience in an attempt to become 

the Democratic nominee. 

Economics is the most dras-

tic disagreement between the 

two candidates, as both sup-

port fundamentally different 

economic systems. Warren is a 

progressive capitalist, believ-

ing that firmer regulation of 

big business and tech will fund 

her large, progressive policy 

proposals. This is in line with 

her background in studying 

family bankruptcy; by receiv-

ing more funding in tax capital 

from the uber wealthy and 

large corporations, the govern-

ment can provide Medicare 

services, college education, 

and preschool services for 

those in the lowest income 

brackets, keeping American 

families out of the red. Sand-

ers, however, is a socialist 

through and through. He be-

lieves the system of capitalism 

is inherently corrupt, and is 

not suitable for a society that 

wishes to enact plans like 

Medicare for All. Sanders ad-

vocates for the direct delivery 

of capital from the vaults of the 

richest billionaires to the aver-

age, working class American. 

In his mind, only a political 

revolution, not even the firmest 

regulation, can enact the 

change required to save the 

working class. In simpler 

terms, Warren supports regula-

tion, while Sanders is calling 

for a revolution. 

To further define differ-

ences, some specific policy pro-

posals may help potential vot-

ers understand which side they 

lean toward if they are current-

ly stuck between these progres-

sive reformers. For example, 

both candidates support some 

form of free higher education. 

Warren has proposed debt re-

lief of $50,000 for families 

whose income are below 

$100,000 annually. This num-

ber decreases until income 

reaches $250,000, at which 

point families who 

make more money are not al-

lowed any relief. Warren ar-

gues this plan provides debt 

relief to those who most need 

it, with 75% of all American 

students fully canceling their 

debt under her plan. She 

claims to pay for this using her 

“Ultra-Millionaire Tax”, taking 

two cents off every dollar of 

net worth above a $50 million 

threshold, and three cents on 

every dollar above $1 billion, 

Regulation vs. Revolution:  

The Ground Between Sanders and Warren 
By Philip Baillargeon 

Source: The Nation 

California Wildfires 

By Allison Li 

California has a well-

known history of destructive 

and widespread fires. Almost a 

year ago on November 8th, the 

Camp Fire raged. It was the 

most destructive wildfire in 

California’s history, and the 

most expensive natural disas-

ter in the world in 2018, with 

damages estimated at $16.5 bil-

lion and at least 85 civilian fa-

talities. Currently, there are 

several fires burning in loca-

tions throughout California, 

including the Kincade Fire, 

Getty Fire, Hill Fire, and Easy 

Fire.  

The Kincade Fire in Sono-

ma County of Northern Cali-

fornia has burned 76,825 acres 

and is about 30% contained. 

Wind speeds hit peaks of 50-55 

mph overnight. The fire has 

destroyed 206 buildings, half 

of which were homes. Mid-

dletown resident Autumn Pyz-

er had her power shut off, and 

lost everything in her refrigera-

tor and freezer on top of that. 

She commented, “At this point, 

it is just another day in Califor-

nia. I just live it day by day." 

The blackouts impacted about 

1.5 million residents in 30 

counties on Tuesday.  A family 

of nine evacuated their homes 

and had to live in a small RV 

while they awaited further up-

dates. Paloma, the 17-year-old 

of the family, states that they 

have been staying strong, but it 

hasn’t been easy. Her two 

younger sisters, one 3 years 

and the other 6 months old, 

went to the hospital from in-

haling too much smoke. 

Meanwhile, the Getty Fire 

has burned 745 acres and is 

roughly 27% contained. Wind 

speeds are forecasted to be 30-

50 mph with peak wind gusts 

up to 70 mph. East of Los An-

geles, the Hill Fire broke out. 

Fire officials have stated that it 

has burned 628 acres and is 

30% contained as of 6:45 pm 

Wednesday. 

Finally, a fast-moving 

brush fire broke out northwest 

of Los Angeles. Named the 

‘Easy Fire’, it burned about 

1,300 acres and neared the 

Ronald Reagan Presidential 

Library, encircling the pavilion 

that houses Reagan’s Air Force 

One, a plane that flew Reagen 

to 26 countries. Firefighters 

managed to keep it at bay, de-

spite winds reaching upwards 

of 50 mph.  

The National Weather Ser-

vice issued its first “extreme 

red flag warning” for Los An-

geles and Ventura counties. 

What’s more, according to the 

station KQED, "Over the past 

week, more than 300 blazes 

have broken out in California.” 

This statistic concisely puts the 

situation in perspective, show-

ing the massive, extensive im-

pact the fires have had on Cali-

fornian citizens. 

See SANDERS AND WARREN on B2 
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generating a whopping 

$2.75 trillion over a 10-

year period, funding 

this plan and more. 

Sanders speaks in more 

broader tones; his plan 

will cancel all $1.6 tril-

lion dollars of student 

debt using a stock mar-

ket trading tax to gener-

ate $2.2 trillion over ten 

years. Sanders plan cir-

cumvents the difficulty 

of evaluating each ap-

plicant’s background to 

determine their level of 

assistance, however, 

this is at the expense of 

government money be-

ing used to fund the ed-

ucation of America’s 

most wealthy families.  

Both policies are 

more in depth than 

shown here, as both 

candidates love to get in 

the weeds with their 

complex policies, but 

the point has been 

made; Warren is focus 

on getting the most val-

ue out of each dollar 

spent, while Sanders is 

more idealistic with his 

proposals.  

There is a benefit to 

the Sanders plan; it is 

easier to say “Free Col-

lege for All” than 

“Completely to Partially 

Eliminated Student 

Debt for Families With-

in a Specific Income 

Bracket”. Flashier plans 

also get more coverage, 

as both political factions 

relish the chance to ar-

gue the logistics of pro-

gressive reform. 

Don’t label Warren 

the more conservative 

of the two yet, though. 

In terms of purely polit-

ical policy, Warren is 

miles more progressive 

than Sanders. She sup-

ports reparations for the 

families of former 

slaves, a system in 

which the government 

would provide capital 

to support disadvan-

taged minority groups 

(she has not clarified 

whether this would be 

in the form of direct 

payments or proposals 

like expanding public 

housing), and the elimi-

nation of the filibuster, 

the measure in the Sen-

ate requiring sixty votes 

for a law to pass. Sand-

ers has been vocally op-

posed to direct pay-

ments as a form of repa-

rations, and has refused 

to eliminate the filibus-

ter should he become 

president.  

Both stances are 

highly controversial in 

the greater political 

world, but Warren has 

unequivocally voiced 

her support for them. 

Sanders, often labeled 

as the most progressive 

candidate in the field, 

has not followed suit. 

It all comes back to 

regulation versus revo-

lution. Warren wants to 

work within the system 

to balance it for the 

working class, taxing 

the uber wealthy and 

providing education for 

disadvantaged families 

as a means of social mo-

bility.  

Sanders believes a 

political revolution is 

necessary, adopting so-

cialism to even out the 

class structure in the 

United States as much 

as possible. Those who 

cross the lines between 

the Warren and Sanders 

camps have the poten-

tial to upend the Demo-

cratic primary. It re-

mains to be seen who 

will win the battle of 

ideals in the court of 

public opinion. 

The Trump administration 

announced on the 17th of Octo-

ber that the 2020 G7 summit 

would be held at his National 

Doral Miami resort in Florida. 

However, in a reversal unchar-

acteristic of the Trump era, he 

tweeted several days later that 

the plan would be retracted 

and another location would be 

selected instead. 

The decision raised accusa-

tions of Pres. Trump exploiting 

the presidency for financial 

gain amidst propositions of a 

House impeachment inquiry 

into Trump’s actions in office. 

The Group of Seven sum-

mit, or G7, has been held annu-

ally since its formal creation in 

1976. It was formed as an event 

for leaders of the world’s most 

economically advanced coun-

tries to share ideas on contem-

porary issues. The current 

member countries are Canada, 

France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 

the United Kingdom, and the 

United States. The European 

Union is also represented by its 

Council and Commission Pres-

idents. Russia was excluded 

from the organization in 2014 

(which was previously titled 

the Group of Eight) due to its 

annexation of Crimea. The sev-

en countries in G7 comprise 

roughly 40% of global GDP 

and 10% of the population. 

2019’s G7 summit was held in 

Biarritz, France; the United 

States is set to host the 2020 

session. 

Since his inauguration in 2016, 

President Trump has emerged 

as a controversial and influen-

tial attendee. At the 2019 sum-

mit, Trump reportedly intro-

duced a demand for Russia’s 

readmission into the organiza-

tion, causing heated debate 

among the European coun-

tries.  

Trump’s announcement of 

the plan drew criticism from 

Democrats as well as Republi-

cans. “I think it’s not a good 

thing to have the appearance 

— you know, in the law, 

there’s a canon that says, 

‘Avoid the appearance of im-

propriety,’ ” said Rep. Francis 

Rooney (R-Fla.), according to 

the Washington Post. “I think 

that would be better if he 

would not use his hotel for this 

kind of stuff.” White House 

Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney 

said the President acknowledg-

es the criticisms and has decid-

ed to “put on an excellent G7 

somewhere else”.  

Public records have showed 

Trump’s Doral resort has 

struggled in recent years, and 

attendance in the resort’s off-

season would provide a signifi-

cant boost to their profits. Pres-

ident Trump claims his plan 

involved covering expenses “at 

cost”, but it is unclear to what 

extent the President would 

have covered the cost. 

Trump Retracts Plan to Host 2020 G7 Summit  

at Miami Resort Amid Bipartisan Criticism 
By Henry Su 

The National Doral Resort Miami 

Photo: Trump Hotels 
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On October 21 2019, Tru-

deau and the Liberals secured 

a second term with 157 seats 

out of 338. Despite the Prime 

Minister’s success, not only 

have the Liberal Party lost their 

majority, they lost the popular 

vote raking in 33.0%, a close 

call compared to the Conserva-

tives’ 34.4%.  

Bloc Québécois, the coun-

try’s separatist party, took 32 

seats, along with 7.7% of the 

popular vote, a wonderful vic-

tory compared to the 10 seats 

they held before. On the other 

hand, the left-leaning New 

Democratic Party (NDP) saw a 

decline in seats, now holding a 

meagre 24 seats, though win-

ning 15.9% of the popular vote. 

The Green Party also won 3 

seats and gained 6.5% of the 

popular vote. It is estimated 

that the turnout for the election 

was 66%. 

You may be wondering 

how the winner of the popular 

vote differs from the winner of 

the overall election, and it’s 

due to the “first past the post” 

system, in which the candidate 

in each riding (a Canadian 

electoral district) wins the cor-

responding seat for that riding 

in Parliament, instead of each 

vote in said riding counting 

towards the overall vote. The 

party with the most seats in 

Parliament wins the election 

overall.  

Following his election, Tru-

deau addressed his supporters 

in Montreal. He claimed that 

voters had “rejected division 

and negativity... and voted in 

favour of a progressive agenda 

and strong action on climate 

change.” Trudeau also said 

“thank you for having faith in 

us to move our country in the 

right direction.” He also ad-

dressed those who didn't sup-

port him, promising his party 

would act for the best interests 

of everyone. 

However, despite 

the win, it is clear that Tru-

deau’s popularity has fallen 

since he took office in 2015. Af-

ter promising a variety of liber-

al promises and what he called 

“real change,” the President 

has found himself at the centre 

of many scandals. His pro-

environment ethics were ques-

tioned when he supported the 

expansion of the Trans Moun-

tain oil pipeline. Furthermore, 

despite being an open advo-

cate for equality and diversity, 

photographs of the Prime Min-

ister in blackface on three sepa-

rate occasions have become 

widespread. It is obvious to see 

Trudeau Wins Election, Loses Majority 
By  Emma Kelsall 

See TRUDEAU on B4 

The September 11, 2001 

attacks were one of the most 

devastating terrorist attacks in 

the history of the United States, 

with 2,977 dead and over 6,000 

injured. It was carried out by al

-Qaeda, a network of Islamic 

extremists and Jihadists. Osa-

ma bin Laden, its founder and 

master of the 9/11 terrorism, 

was killed by gunshot as US 

SEALS finally tracked him 

down to his Pakistan home 

nearly ten years following the 

attacks. The majority of the 

world population felt relief, 

witnessing the end of a cruel 

and barbaric leader, a leader 

that encouraged bloodshed 

and death. Although families 

of the remembered would nev-

er be able to retrieve the lives 

of their loved ones back, the 

vengeance they sought was 

satisfied. Al-Qaeda became no-

torious for that horrifying mas-

sacre.  

Now, there is ISIS - the be-

deviling word of a notoriously 

negative connotation we’ve all 

heard somewhere. Contrasting 

with al-Qaeda in some ideolo-

gies, they share a common 

goal: a global caliphate ob-

tained through destructive 

conflict. Nevertheless, ISIS is 

one of the most prominent ter-

rorist organizations in the 

world, an abbreviation for the 

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. 

Brutal and cult-like, it has dis-

tributed videos of executions 

such as beheadings through 

online platforms. The United 

Nations holds ISIS responsible 

for human rights abuses and 

genocide, among many others. 

Its leader, Anu Bakr al-

Baghdadi, promoted the unim-

aginable: executions, massa-

cres, crucifixions, and slavery, 

to name a few. He embraced 

violence and is held responsi-

ble as the mastermind behind 

the endless slew of suicide 

bombings, attacks, and nause-

atingly disturbing acts of vio-

lence. Following Osama bin 

Laden’s death, he praised him 

and sought retaliation for his 

death.  

Since youth, al-Baghdadi 

devoted himself to cut out a 

path of radical Islamic practice. 

In 2004, he was detained but 

released shortly afterward as a 

“low level” criminal. In 2010, 

he became the face of the ISIS 

caliphate, claiming he was 

their caliph. Seen only once in 

public, he has been in hiding 

from the US for years. His ulti-

mate goal to lure his ISIS fol-

lowers into hatred and loath-

ing was successful. For so long, 

the US coveted his fall; Presi-

dent Trump called it "the top 

national security priority of 

[his] administration." The US 

State Department offered 10 

million USD since 2011 for any 

information on Baghdadi’s lo-

cation, raising the reward to 25 

million in 2017.  

At around midnight on Oc-

tober 27, 2019 (local time), the 

US finally succeeded. 

Overnight on October 26, 

2019, the US conducted a raid 

through Russian and Turkish 

air spaces to capture al-

Baghdadi in the outskirts of 

Syria (Idlib) near Turkey. He 

ISIS Leader Dead After US Raid 
By Sophie Zhu 

Source: NYTimes 

See ISIS LEADER on B4 
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For over a week, large scale 

protests have occurred all over 

Chile, especially in the capital, 

Santiago. The protests began 

on October 18th, when hun-

dreds of Chileans took to the 

streets to protest against the 

rising cost of transportation. 

The protesters’ initial demands 

of decreasing the metro prices 

evolved into dissatisfaction 

with the high costs of living, 

high inequality, poor 

healthcare, and stagnant wag-

es. The number of Chileans 

participating in these protests 

has skyrocketed. Initially, 

there were only a few hundred 

students protesters in Santia-

go, but later hundreds of thou-

sands of Chileans, all over the 

country, are taking to the 

streets.  

As the number of protest-

ers grew, the amount of vio-

lence and property damage 

also grew. Metro stations were 

vandalized, and buildings 

were burnt or looted by a few 

violent protesters. The police 

responded with water can-

nons, tear gas, and rubber bul-

lets, in an attempt to halt the 

protests. Human rights groups 

have reported that the security 

forces response to these pro-

tests was brutal. It is estimated 

that hundreds of protesters ex-

perienced police brutality, or 

were detained. As of last 

Thursday, October 18th, 18 

people died in incidents relat-

ing to the protest, according to 

France 24. The United Nations 

Commission on human rights 

is sending a team to investi-

gate the alleged violations of 

human rights in Chile. 

Despite the government 

decreasing the metro prices, 

declaring a state of emergency 

in several provinces, and offer-

ing new proposals, many Chil-

eans feel that the government 

has done little to tackle the cur-

rent problems. Until Chileans 

see the government taking ac-

tion to improve healthcare, ed-

ucation, wages, prices, and the 

standard of living, the protests 

across Chile might show no 

signs of stopping. 

Protests In 

Chile Show 

No Signs of 

Stopping  
By Shawn Gupta 

Photo: Ivan Alvarado/Reuters 

that these scandals have 

hurt Trudeau’s chances 

in this election. 

On the other hand, 

while their popularity 

has greatly increased, 

the election was a dis-

appointing loss for An-

drew Scheer and the 

Conservative Party. De-

spite this, Scheer ex-

pressed his faith in his 

party, claiming he was 

“incredibly proud” of 

the Conservative team 

going to Ottawa. None-

theless, Scheer still 

claims that he believes 

the country is “further 

divided” and that Tru-

deau’s “leadership is 

damaged and his gov-

ernment will end soon.  

The center right par-

ty’s loss has mainly 

been put down to the 

choice to focus their 

campaign on economic 

arguments over ethical 

arguments at a time 

when populist and far 

right parties are gaining 

power elsewhere. 

Despite losing many 

seats, NDP leader, Jag-

meet Singh, promised 

to make “Canadians’ 

life... better,’ and looked 

towards the future. 

Green Party leader, 

Elizabeth May, claimed 

the election was a suc-

cess, after tripling the 

amount of seats they 

held in 2015. 

In Canada’s minori-

ty government, Tru-

deau will likely struggle 

to get his policies 

passed, however, after 

ruling out a coalition, 

Canada will have to 

play the waiting game 

to see how successful 

Trudeau’s second term 

will be. 

TRUDEAU from B3 

was chased down into a dead-

end tunnel by US forces and 

military canines. al-Baghdadi 

self-detonated his suicide vests 

to kill himself and two of his 

children. The Pentagon has 

stated that a total of six people 

were killed after refusing to 

surrender following commands 

in Arabic. In Trump’s formal 

press release of the news on 

Sunday morning, he stated “he 

died like a dog [and] a coward” 

and was whimpering and cry-

ing in his final moments.  

The CIA had planned the 

raid to hunt down al-Baghdadi 

since the summer due to infor-

mation on his location after the 

interrogation of one of his 

wives. After President Trump 

announced the surprise with-

drawal of US troops in Syria on 

October 6, the US rushed to 

capture al-Baghdadi. With less 

military backing in Syria, it 

would have been harder to exe-

cute the operation.  

In July, al-Baghdadi relocat-

ed to Idlib, a rival base (an affil-

iate of al-Qaeda). American 

forces monitored the area for 

three months until his death. 

He allegedly paid nearly 

$70,000 for protection of him-

self and other ISIS fighters. Ul-

timately, it was not his rival 

but a very close confidant of 

his that betrayed him. The in-

formant, whose name has not 

been disclosed for his safety, 

released the location of al-

Baghdadi as well as stole a pair 

of his underpants to verify the 

identity of the man under high 

surveillance.  

This is a milestone in the 

top priority goal to take down 

terrorist organizations such as 

ISIS. The leader of loathing and 

sickening brutality is finally 

dead. However, many warn of 

ISIS’s resurgence and potential 

revenge. ISIS confirmed al-

Baghdadi’s death on Thursday, 

October 31, and named a suc-

cessor. The number one re-

placement for al-Baghdadi was 

ISIS spokesman Abul-Hasan al-

Muhajir, the only other public 

figure other than al-Baghdadi 

from ISIS, who was killed two 

days before al-Baghdadi’s 

death in a US airstrike. In an 

audio message, the organiza-

tion confirmed Abu Ibrahim al-

Hashimi al-Qurayshi, a widely 

unknown figure, as the new 

“caliph” and al-Baghdadi’s 

successor. 

ISIS LEADER from B3 
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The Juul CEO, Kevin Burns, 

has stepped down from his po-

sition as a result of an increas-

ing number of vaping-related 

deaths and the consequential 

threat of federal charges. Juul 

announced that Kevin Burns 

will be replaced with former 

Chief Growth Officer K.C. 

Crosthwaite of Altria, the to-

bacco company that produces 

Marlboro cigarettes.  

Altria, a major investor in 

Juul, released in a statement 

that it was a "decision by Juul" 

for Burns to go. 

According to the center of 

disease control, there have 

been nine deaths and five hun-

dred thirty cases of lung ill-

nesses related to vaping. To 

help stop the sale of these 

products to teens, Juul has de-

cided to suspend ads from dig-

ital resources. Chief Executive 

Officer Crosthwaite made the 

statement that, "I have long be-

lieved in a future where adult 

smokers overwhelmingly 

choose alternative products 

like Juul. Unfortunately, today 

that future is at risk due to un-

acceptable levels of youth us-

age and eroding public confi-

dence in our industry. Against 

that backdrop, we must strive 

to work with regulators, poli-

cymakers and other stakehold-

ers, and earn the trust of the 

societies in which we operate."  

In addition to federal action 

against Juul, some states are 

considering a ban on all e-

cigarettes in the hope of reduc-

ing or even putting an end to 

the vaping epidemic. In De-

cember, Juul had a value of $37 

billion, which was when Altria 

invested half their market val-

ue in a 35% stake in the e-

cigarette company. From the 

beginning of 2018 up until Oc-

tober that year, Juul was suc-

cessful in tripling its’ profits. 

But in November, sales 

dropped when Juul announced 

that they would stop shipping 

non tobacco based products 

and non menthol based flavors 

in an attempt to put down un-

derage vaping.  

In March of 2019, Juul’s 

sales were back up around its’ 

height until July, which was 

when reports of vaping-related 

health problems emerged. Sub-

sequently, Juul’s sales took an-

other dive. "The youth e-

cigarette epidemic has gone 

from bad to worse, and 5 mil-

lion kids now use e-cigarettes," 

said Matthew Myers, president 

of the Campaign for Tobacco-

Free Kids. "Juul's announce-

ment today is aimed at repair-

ing its image and protecting its 

profits, not at solving this cri-

sis. This announcement strips 

away any doubt about Juul. It 

is Big Tobacco." 

The third-quarter report for the 

state of the United States economy has 

come out, and with that comes new 

speculation about how the economy is 

doing in addition to possible warning 

signs of what is to come. The report, 

which was released by the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics on Friday, October 

4th, showed that unemployment has 

decreased, and total nonfarm payroll em-

ployment has increased by 136,000, among 

others. 

The unemployment rate decreased by 

0.2 percent to 3.5 percent. The last time the 

unemployment rate was so low was in De-

cember 1969, when the unemployment 

rate was at 3.5 percent. Throughout Sep-

tember, the number of unemployed per-

sons decreased by 275,000 to 5.8 million. 

Among the unemployed, the number of 

people who lost jobs and completed tem-

porary jobs decreased by 304,000 to 2.6 

million in September. The number of un-

employed people who have never previ-

ously worked increased by 103,000 to 

677,000.  

The jobless rate for adult women are 

slightly lower than the jobless rate for 

adult men, at 3.1 percent to 3.2 percent, 

respectively. Teenagers, on the other hand, 

have a much higher unemployment rate at 

12.5 percent. The jobless rate for Blacks 

and Hispanics are 5.5 and 3.9 percent, re-

spectively. Asians had the lowest jobless 

rate at 2.5 percent. These figures have had 

very little to no change over the last 

month. 

People who have been jobless for 27 

weeks or more are considered long-term 

unemployed people. The number of long-

term unemployed people has remained 

stagnant at 1.3 million, which accounts for 

22.7 percent of the unemployed. 

Job growth has increased by 161,000 

per month on average so far in 2019. The 

average monthly gain in 2018 was 

223,000. A trend of increased em-

ployment in health care and in pro-

fessional and business services oc-

curred during the month of Septem-

ber. In the month of September, 

39,000 jobs were added to healthcare, 

34,000 jobs added in professional and 

business services, and employment 

in government increased by 22,000 jobs.  

In September, the average workweek 

for people on private nonfarm payrolls 

was 34.4 hours per week, while the aver-

age workweek for those in manufacturing 

was 40.5 hours per week. The average 

earnings for people on private nonfarm 

payrolls was $28.01/hour. Job gains have 

averaged 157,000 per month over the last 

three months. 

The unemployment rate has declined, 

average hourly earnings for people on pri-

vate nonfarm payrolls were changed very 

little, and many people who have not had 

jobs for a long period of time are joining 

the workforce. The jobs report will be re-

leased on November 1, and it will be inter-

esting to see what changes are to come. 

CEO of Juul Resigns 

By Benny Sakthivel 

American Economy in the 3rd Quarter 

By Seth Gellman 

Source: Yahoo Finance 

Source: US  Bureau of Economic Analysis  
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It's official! The next-

generation PlayStation console 

is called the PS5 (PlayStation 5) 

and it's landing at the end of 

2020. Earlier this year, we 

heard from Mark Cerny, the 

chief architect on Sony's next 

console, that Sony is working 

on the successor to the PS4 

Slim and PS4 Pro. While he 

didn't share the official name or 

release date, Cerny did shed 

some light on a few choice de-

tails about what we could ex-

pect from its hardware. We 

found out that the PS5 will still 

play discs, for one; but as to the 

exact hardware specifications, 

and how it will link up with 

Sony and Microsoft's plans for 

game streaming, we've re-

mained largely in the dark. 

However, in recent months, 

Sony has been drip-feeding us 

juicy tidbits such as an official 

PS5 release window, name, and 

a few details about features. In 

addition, we've had some sur-

prising leaks, in the form of a 

Sony-registered patent that 

seems to show off the PS5's 

general shape, button inputs, 

and cooling vents–confirmed to 

be the PS5 dev kit in a leaked 

photo–though we expect the 

end product design will be 

different for the PlayStation 5's 

late 2020 launch. Sony made 

the tactical decision to skip out 

on E3 2019 this year, with no 

big announcements at 

Gamescom 2019 later in the 

year either. Microsoft has been 

keener to show off its Xbox 

Project Scarlett console–which 

we know is also landing at the 

end of 2020–but these early 

days make the inevi-

table PS5 vs Xbox Project Scar-

lett battle still a hazy question 

to consider. With 2020 creeping 

closer, Sony can only keep the 

finer details of the next-

generation PlayStation so se-

cret, and between the rumored 

specs, likely next-gen titles, and 

official features that we are 

aware of, there's plenty to keep 

us busy for now.  

Here are some things we for 

sure know about the PS5 for all 

you gaming and spec nerds out 

there. A bespoke 8-core AMD 

See PS5 on C3  

The Need for Speed games have always 

been some of the most exhilarating games 

in the racing genre. The whole premise of 

collecting souped-up cars, and upgrading 

them gives the player a sense of superiority. 

Games like Need for Speed: Most Wanted are 

classic games that fueled the new era of cas-

ual and competitive gaming. 

The first-ever Need for Speed game was 

made in 1994 by the Canadian branch of 

Electronic Arts and Pioneer Studios in 1994. 

The game was well-received, even though 

games such as Mortal Kombat were starting 

to hurt the industry due to their extreme 

violence. The idea of doing something for-

bidden, like accumulating cost to the state, 

bounty, and more, all while escaping the 

police, appealed to teenagers and even 

adults throughout the world (primarily the 

United States and Japan, given the major 

technological companies that had set their 

foot in those countries). Fast forward to 

2005 when retro titles such as Need for 

Speed: Most Wanted and the Underground 

Saga took the world by storm. The graphics 

were unlike the ’90s, and consoles were al-

most in every major American household. 

The campaigns were thrilling and en-

trapped players into the universe of street 

racing. You could earn cash for completing 

street races, such as circuits, sprints, and 

even drag races. You would soon find your-

Need for Speed Heat: Hot or Not?  

By Arnav Sawant 

Sony PS5 Set to Release Late 2020 
By Prabhnoor Singh 

See NEED FOR SPEED on C4  
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Immortals is a 2011 fantasy action film, 

which opened first during the November 

11th weekend box office, unfortunately 

beating the topic of this piece–the Adam 

Sandler comedy masterpiece, Jack and Jill. 

New York City is where gifted child Jack 

(Adam Sandler) and his attention-seeking 

sister Jill (Adam Sandler) grew up, and the 

film starts off with a delightfully funny 

scene showing all the wacky attempts Jill 

makes to gain her brothers’ attention.  

Modern-day Los Angeles is our next 

setting, showing Jack and the success his 

gifted mind brought him: a successful job 

as an advertising executive, and a happy 

family with his wife Erin and two kids 

Gary and Sofia. Exploring the country to 

fulfill the annual tradition of visiting her 

brother on Thanksgiving, Jill arrives at the 

Sadelsteins’ door. Managing to ruin 

Thanksgiving dinner by embarrassing a 

homeless man, Jill has already gotten on 

Jack’s nerves. Over the top Jill then goes 

on to complete a bucket list of things she 

wants to do in LA, with a marvelous scene 

following completing these funny tasks. 

Returning home, Jill decides to stay until 

Hanukkah, much to the dismay of Jack, 

followed by a short yet tear-inducing scene 

of Jill unsuccessfully going on a date, with 

the male hiding in the bathroom until she 

inevitably leaves. Inside the Staples Cen-

ter, Jack takes Jill to a Lakers game, where 

he hopes to find Al Pacino to get him to 

make a deal with him for a Dunkin’ Do-

nuts commercial. Al doesn’t give Jack the 

time of day but instead draws a liking to 

Jill. He makes an order with Pacino’s 

phone number on it and sends it to Jill, 

which causes them both to be thrilled. A 

visit to Al’s house shows Jill is not interest-

ed in dating Pacino, but instead takes in-

terest in his Mexican gardener Felipe, 

whom she notices while leaving. Damag-

ing the toilet after her first experience with 

Mexican food, Jill humorously leaves Fe-

lipe’s party. After another talk with Jack, 

Al agrees to do the Dunkin’ commercial as 

long as Jack guarantees another date with 

Jill, which means that Jack must invite Jill 

to a cruise vacation he is going on with his 

family close to the new year.  

Moving the film forward, we visit the 

ship, where Jill refuses to go on a date with 

Al Pacino. Successfully pulling off a dis-

guise, Jack, dressed as Jill, goes out with 

Al. After Jill discovers she was only invit-

ed so that Jack could score the deal with 

Pacino, she leaves back to the Bronx, 

meanwhile, Jack leaves the date with Paci-

no after feeling guilty due to Al saying Jill 

is an “unrecognized woman proud of her 

brother’s success”.  

New Year’s Eve rolls around, and Jill is 

eating at a restaurant when she is ap-

proached by her old bullies from school 

and is tormented. Luckily, Jack returns 

and rekindles his relationship with her, 

and they are able to successfully defuse 

the situation with some punches. Eventu-

ally, Pacino arrives and tells Jill that while 

he loves her, he feels that there is someone 

out there that is better for her, which 

prompts Felipe to confess his feelings, 

starting their relationship.  

Reconnecting the story, the last scene 

shows the Dunkin’ Donuts Al Pacino com-

mercial, where he is portrayed as 

“Dunkaccino”, closing off this cinematic 

accomplishment and cementing its place in 

film history. 

Adam Sandler Analysis: Jack and Jill 

By Owen Ivancic and Vivek Sinha 

EAST MEME DIGEST #2 

Source: Entertainment Weekly 
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chipset based on third-

generation Ryzen architecture, 

with a GPU taking the best bits 

of the Radeon Navi GPU fami-

ly; a built-for-purpose SSD 

storage system; 3D audio; 

backward compatibility with 

PS4 games and PSVR hard-

ware; 8K TV support. It's all 

been revealed by PlayStation 

top-dog Mark Cerny, the man 

behind the construction of the 

PS4, and now in charge of the 

next-gen console's develop-

ment. While the look of the 

console remains a mystery, its 

internals is coming into focus, 

and they're very promising. 

That AMD one-two-punch of 

CPU and GPU unlocks the 

powers of ray tracing, an ad-

vanced lighting technique that 

can bring next-level immersion 

to gaming visuals. It's a Holly-

wood technique that's used in 

big-budget CGI spectacles, 

putting into context the level of 

visual fidelity you can expect. 

With 8K TV support comes far 

more detailed textures, and 

much larger ones at that. The 

news of a bespoke SSD drive 

will be heartening then; just 

because the games are becom-

ing more complex, that doesn't 

mean they'll be slower to load 

too. It's estimated that the new 

SSD is 19 times faster than tra-

ditional SSD storage methods 

(but given the speed difference 

between the SSD and the opti-

cal drive, the installation of 

games will be mandatory). 

These are only a few of the 

many things that have been 

leaked about the PS5 console 

itself. Now it’s time for the con-

troller. 

The PS5 controller will have 

a big focus on player immer-

sion and feedback. This means 

shaking up the typical 

PlayStation controller formula 

with new features, and even 

doing away with the Du-

alShock 4's classic rumble tech-

nology. The Sony PS5 control-

ler will release alongside the 

PlayStation 5 at the end of 2020 

– sometime between October 

and December. A price for the 

PS5 controller has not been 

confirmed yet, but with the PS4 

controller retailing for around 

$50, we expect the new control-

ler to be just a bit more expen-

sive – maybe around $70. The 

PS5 controller will include hap-

tic feedback to replace the Du-

alShock 4's rumble technology. 

While rumble technology seen 

the PS4 controller vibrating in-

tensely during particular in-

game events, it wasn't particu-

larly fine-tuned to the player's 

experience. Haptic feedback 

simulates touch, meaning the 

controller will output vibra-

tions or movements to replicate 

a real-life touch experience. 

This aims to improve the con-

troller's feedback and therefore 

the player's immersion. The 

PS5 controller will also feature 

adaptive triggers that Sony 

says have "been incorporated 

into the trigger buttons (L2/

R2)". These adaptive triggers 

will allow developers to pro-

gram the resistance of the trig-

gers to simulate actions more 

accurately. This is what we 

know about the PS5 controller 

at the moment.  

Now I don’t want you to 

have to keep reading forever. 

All I am going to say is with 

what we know right now is not 

enough to decide whether you 

should get the PS5, so keep a 

lookout for any new hints that 

are coming our way. 

PS5 from C1 
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self bankrupt, with decals, vinyl, and cars 

galore, all for your convenience. Addition-

ally, Need for Speed accomplished what no 

other series of racing games could do. 

These coveted titles created the most 

beautiful cars that are still regarded today 

as iconic. For example, Need for Speed Un-

derground starred the Nissan Skyline GTR, 

a brownish blackish streetcar (that is ille-

gal to own in the United States). Most 

Wanted boasted two of these fan favorites, 

with them being the BMW M3 GTR and 

the Chevrolet Corvette C6.R. The GTR 

could be earned and driven, with that be-

ing the premise of the whole storyline of 

Most Wanted, as it was stolen from the 

player in the first chapter. The Corvette 

was driven by the elite commander of the 

Rockport Police Department, Cross. If you 

would ever see a black and white Corvette 

sporting a PD logo, you knew things 

were about to get aggressive. Contrary to 

popular opinion, EA had created an amaz-

ing series of games in the early 2000s and 

they are still played today because of their 

addictiveness. 

The year is 2015. Graphics have as-

cended to the point where they are seen as 

photorealistic. New generation consoles 

have flooded the market, to a point where 

even the average 13-year-old owns one. 

Game developers are now in strict compe-

tition, working overtime to create the best 

game, the most enthralling game, to gain 

control of the market. Just 4 years before, 

Ghost Games bought publisher rights for 

the development of future Need for Speed 

games and released Need for Speed in 2015. 

They vowed to continue the series and 

pledged to deliver the same experience 

you would have received fifteen years 

ago. Ghost released Need for Speed: Payback 

two years later with vivid, deep graphics, 

a great soundtrack, and a stupendous 

campaign. Fans of the predecessors 

flocked to stores to purchase the newly 

released title, alas, it did not attract many 

newcomers to the racing genre, due to the 

rising popularity of games in the battle 

royale genre (*cough *cough* Fortnite 

*cough* cough*). The game barely re-

mained relevant, and people were fearing 

the worst for Need for Speed. That is... un-

til now. 

Need for Speed Heat was just recently 

announced, with gameplay trailers and 

first impressions bursting through to front 

pages of various streaming sites. Pre-

orders were already available for the 

game, as the release date was... November 

2019?! Various games usually are an-

nounced a year before their release, and 

for good reason too. This is done to excite 

the consumers, and not to burst their bub-

ble too early. However, this might have 

been the perfect strategy for Ghost. Games 

like the aforementioned Fortnite have 

started to decrease in popularity, mainly 

because of the severe repetition of every 

single match. This has led to an influx of 

consumers, looking for the next hot game 

to get their thumbs sore. Ghost saw op-

portunity knocking and answered the 

door. 

Ghost had already devised the perfect 

formula for Heat’s release. By combining 

the improved photorealistic graphics, 

better spatial audio, and the old experi-

ence that filled gamers with joy, Ghost 

may have released the perfect game at the 

perfect time. The game is situated in Palm 

City, a fictional city with extreme similari-

ties to Miami, Florida. The neon lights just 

pop out, along with the wet roads, and 

glittering landscape. Ghost has also in-

cluded a twist, with regular races going 

on during the day and street races (with 

cops of course) at night.  

This creates a racing simulation that 

immerses the player into the world of 

Palm City. The cars can be customized in 

every way, shape or form, from engine 

audio to nitrous. Personally, nitrous pro-

vides the final touch Need for Speed re-

quired, giving the races that midnight 

feeling. The game is also an open world of 

course, with a stable multiplayer launch-

ing the day of release.  

It is available on Xbox One and 

Playstation 4, and PC, delivering the for-

bidden feeling of street racing, to every-

one on the market. Hopefully, Heat will 

live up to everyone’s expectations. 

By combining the improved 

photorealistic graphics, better 

spatial audio, and the old 

experience that filled gamers 

with joy, Ghost may have 

released the perfect game at the 

perfect time. 

NEED FOR  SPEED  from C1 
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As polar ice melts as a re-

sult of global warming, scien-

tists estimate that many new 

islands will be discovered that 

have previously been covered 

by glaciers. The most recent 

addition to these are five is-

lands that were discovered in 

the Arctic Ocean by the Rus-

sian Navy. These new islands, 

part of the Novaya Zemlya ar-

chipelago, were confirmed by 

Russian expeditions in August 

and September by maritime 

researchers. They were first 

discovered by Marina Miguno-

va, a Russian university stu-

dent, in her 2016 dissertation. 

Scientists agree that the is-

lands are part of a trend relat-

ed to global climate change. 

Because the Arctic Ocean is 

warming at a rate two times to 

global average, it is likely that 

more islands will be discov-

ered in the near future. A pre-

vious Arctic discovery oc-

curred in January when a Ca-

nadian islands was revealed 

that had been covered by glaci-

ers for 40,000 years. Scientists 

estimate that if the current rate 

of Arctic glacial melt contin-

ues, up to a fifth of Earth’s 

population could be displaced 

by 2100.  

Greenlandish and Ice-

landish glaciers have been 

melting at alarming rates 

throughout this entire year. 

The Google Pixel 4 was re-

leased on October 24th. The 

smartphone  is selling for $799 

with 64 GB of storage and 6 GB 

of RAM. It is also selling for $899 

with 128 GB of storage and 6 GB 

of ram. The phone is available 

on all major carriers in the US, 

such as Verizon, Sprint, AT&T, T

-Mobile, Xfinity, Spectrum, and 

Google Fi.  

The Google Pixel 4 comes in 

3 different colors: Oh So Orange, 

Clearly White and Just Black. 

The siding is an aluminum 

frame finished with a rubber 

coating which adds a lot more 

grip. The Google Pixel 4 has a 

5.7-inch display which is .2 inch-

es bigger than the Pixel 3, and it 

has a 90Hz display which is 30 

Hz more than the Pixel 3 too. 

Additionally, it is full HD.  

It also has two rear facing 

cameras. There is a 12.2MP cam-

era, which is the main with a 77 

degree field of view, and then 

there is the secondary 16Mp 

camera, with a 55 degree field of 

view which the Pixel 3 did not 

have. On the front, you have an 

8MP camera with a field of view 

of 90 degrees.  

For the specs, the Pixel comes 

with the Snapdragon 855 chip-

set, and it is the first Google Pix-

el to have 6 GB of RAM. A big 

downside to the Google Pixel 4 

is the battery life. This is because 

of the 2800mAh cell that powers 

the device, which is a down-

grade compared to the last gen-

eration which had 2915mAh 

battery.  

There's also the Google Pixel 

4 XL which is $899 with 64 GB of 

storage and 6 GB of RAM. They 

also have it for $999 with 138 GB 

of storage and 6 GB of RAM. The 

only difference between the Pix-

el 4 and the Pixel 4 XL is that it 

has a bigger display by .6 of an 

inch and has a better battery 

with 3700mAh. That battery is 

better than the Pixel 3 XL which 

had 3430mAh battery. The 

difference in the display is that it 

is quad HD.  

Specs: Google Pixel 4 

By  Marek France 

Receding Glaciers Reveal New Arctic Islands 

By Dan Purizhansky 

Source: BBC 

Source: TechRadar 



Sports 
E1 

The NBA season, a time of gravity-

defying dunks, half-court three pointers, 

and ankle-breaking crossovers, is upon us. 

For the first time in five years, the champi-

onship race is wide open, especially in the 

West. However, some teams invariably 

have better odds than others. So without 

further ado, here are my predictions for 

the Western Conference playoff spots: 

1. LA Clippers 

2. Denver Nuggets 

3. Utah Jazz 

4. LA Lakers 

5. Houston Rockets 

6. San Antonio Spurs 

7. Golden State Warriors 

8. Portland Trail Blazers 

The Clippers are basically a no-brainer. 

Last season, they finished 48-34 without 

any All-Stars on their roster, and took the 

Warriors to six games in Round 1 of the 

playoffs. Over the offseason, they added 

Kawhi Leonard and Paul George, without 

losing many core pieces. Kawhi Leonard is 

fresh off a Finals MVP award, and is in su-

perb physical condition after his aggres-

sive load management last season. Paul 

George finished third in MVP voting last 

season. Both Leonard and George are top-

5 players on both ends of the floor, scoring 

efficiently and defending with equal effort. 

Supporting pieces Patrick Beverley, Lou 

Williams, and Montrezl Harrell can relia-

bly make shots, ensuring that Leonard and 

George don’t just get double-teamed every 

possession. This team is a rare team that 

has both depth and star power. 

The Denver Nuggets are a team on the 

rise. They finished second in the West last 

season, on the back of Nikola Jokic’s MVP-

caliber season. Nikola Jokic is a triple-

double machine who doesn’t stat-pad; his 

triple-doubles benefit his team. Gary Har-

ris, Jamal Murray, and Will Barton are sol-

id pieces to complement Jokic’s superb 

playmaking skills. In addition, they have 

Michael Porter Jr., a promising young pro-

spect who has faced injury troubles over 

the past few seasons; if he can stay healthy 

and realize his full potential, he will be a 

great asset to the team. They also have 

NBA Western Conference Predictions 

By Gabe Guo 

Source: NuJak Sports  

Not many people would imagine being 

above seven feet tall and being extremely 

fit. However, there is always an exception. 

Tacko Fall, seven foot six Celtics rookie out 

of Dakar, Senegal, has taken the league by 

surprise. This rookie phenom has not only 

been a team favorite in the Celtics; he is 

arguably one of the league’s favorite play-

ers. Throughout his college career at UCF, 

Fall averaged 10.1 points/game, 2.4 blocks/

game, and 7.7 rebounds/game.  

Those numbers aren’t off the charts, 

however, he did this in only 23 minutes 

per game and had a 74% field goal accura-

cy. After not getting drafted, the Celtics 

signed Fall to an exhibition contract to see 

how he would do in summer league bas-

ketball. After having an impressive sum-

mer league, Fall was signed by the Celtics 

to an actual NBA contract. Next, Fall had 

an impressive preseason with the Celtics. 

There he became a fan favorite among the 

Celtics. The Celtics now want him to gain 

more experience and physicality, so they 

called him down to the NBA G-League. In 

the G-League Tacko will be able to play 

with more experienced and older players 

allowing him to improve his game. How-

ever, outside of basketball Fall is an ex-

tremely smart, modest Muslim who goes 

to the mosque every Friday with teammate 

Enes Kanter.  

In school, Fall averaged a 4.0 GPA 

and  was able to get into the 95th percen-

tile in the SAT. Tacko originally planned 

on working for Microsoft or Siemens, how-

ever, was persuaded on taking on basket-

ball. Therefore, Tacko Fall has a very excit-

ing career ahead of him, and we will be 

waiting for what happens next.  

Source: Boston Herald 

Celtics’ Tacko Fall Takes NBA By Surprise 
By Mucteba Gokcek 

See NBA on E2 
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Paul Millsap, a stabilizing 

vetern presence who plays 

tough defense. 

As for the Utah Jazz, they 

just work well as a team. They 

play solid, coordinated de-

fense, and the players are fo-

cused on winning, not shot-

hunting for themselves. Rudy 

Gobert will certainly live up to 

his nickname of the “Stifle 

Tower”, and Donovan Mitchell 

seems primed to take a third-

year leap after showing lead 

scorer potential over his first 

two seasons. Mike Conley, an 

offseason acquisition, is a vet-

eran who shoots well, passes 

well, and defends well. He also 

knows what it is like to be in 

the playoffs. Joe Ingles and 

Bojan Bogdanovic are good “3 

& D” players, who can take 

some burden off of Donovan 

Mitchell, while preventing op-

ponents from scoring too 

many points. Also of interest 

are Dante Exum and Emmanu-

el Mudiay, two young guards 

who were drafted high in pre-

vious years, but have not yet 

lived up to their promises. Per-

haps in this positive environ-

ment, they will show the 

league why they were drafted 

so high. 

However, I am less opti-

mistic about the LA Lakers. 

Outside of LeBron James and 

Anthony Davis, the roster is 

dubious at best. Kyle Kuzma, 

for all his shot-making gifts, 

has not learned to play defense 

yet. Danny Green can shoot 

the three and play defense, but 

does not provide much value 

outside of those two skills, and 

has been known to be incon-

sistent over his career. As for 

their centers Dwight Howard 

and JaVale McGee, there’s a 

reason why Dwight Howard 

keeps switching teams, and 

there’s a reason why JaVale 

McGee always appears on 

Shaqtin a Fool. DeMarcus Cous-

ins is injured. Rajon Rondo 

was a plus defender and play-

maker in his younger days, but 

his effort level has since de-

creased. For all of LeBron’s 

gifts, his body has to wear 

down at some point from play-

ing into June all of these years, 

and last year already showed 

signs of wear and tear. His de-

fense has declined, and he can 

no longer overpower oppo-

nents with his athletic ability 

the way he used to. Anthony 

Davis is good, but he is notori-

ously injury-prone. That being 

said, LeBron and Davis should 

be enough to take this team to 

a four-seed, but their expecta-

tions may perhaps be a bit too 

high.  

The Houston Rockets have 

been good in recent memory. 

James Harden still plays like 

an MVP, and his team still 

practices Moreyball, the math-

ematically-based method for 

efficient shot selection. They 

still have Clint Capela, who 

can rebound, defend, and 

catch Harden’s lobs. However, 

the acquisition of Russell 

Westbrook may actually do 

more harm than good. Russell 

Westbrook, plainly speaking, 

does not fit into their system. 

He is an atrocious three-point 

shooter with the confidence of 

a marksman, which means that 

he unnecessarily bricks shots 

that easily could have went to 

his teammates. He is also a stat

-padder and ball hog, which is 

especially bad when Harden, a 

fellow ball hog, is on his team. 

Westbrook is not very effective 

if he does not control the ball, 

but unfortunately for him, this 

is Harden’s team. Harden has 

already proven that his ball-

hogging ways can take this 

team to success. Tension be-

tween Westbrook and Harden 

is imminent, and I see this 

partnership collapsing the 

same way Harden’s partner-

ship with Chris Paul col-

lapsed.  

Looking elsewhere in Tex-

as, I think that the Spurs will 

be good. It’s not that DeMar 

DeRozan and LaMarcus Al-

dridge will carry the team with 

their star power. Rather, it’s 

that the Spurs have made the 

playoffs for the last 22 seasons, 

and as long as Popovich is in 

control, I don’t see their sys-

tem failing any time soon. Po-

povich is an optimizer, who 

can coax the best talents from 

his players. Additionally, 

DeJounte Murray and Derrick 

White are two young guards 

with long arms and great po-

tential on both ends of the 

floor. I know it’s boring, but I 

think the Spurs will remain on 

their steady path and make the 

playoffs for the 23rd consecu-

tive season. 

Going West to San Francis-

co, the Warriors are a team 

who will have a rough adjust-

ment period. Yes, they still 

have Steph Curry, who is the 

best shooter to ever live. Yes, 

they still have Draymond 

Green, who is possibly the 

most versatile defender in the 

league today. Yes, they have 

D’Angelo Russell, who is a ris-

ing star. Yet, beyond these 

three players, the team is basi-

cally the scrap heap. Klay 

Thompson is good, but he’s 

out for the season, due to an 

ACL injury. They have a com-

bination of unproven rookies, 

like Jordan Poole and Eric Pas-

chall, and fringe NBA players, 

like Glenn Robnson III and 

Damion Lee. Even among their 

stars, Steph Curry and D’An-

gelo Russell have long been 

poor defenders. That being 

said, once Willie Cauley-Stein, 

Kevon Looney, and Alec Burks 

come back from injury, they 

should provide some much-

needed solid veteran defense 

and offense for the team. Fur-

thermore, Steph Curry and 

Draymond Green are still 

champions in their prime, and 

they won’t let their team lose 

too much. They’ll struggle to 

make the playoffs, but they’ll 

make the playoffs. 

For the final playoff spot, I 

have the Portland Trail Blaz-

ers. They have Damian Lillard 

and CJ McCollum, a high-

scoring backcourt. They also 

picked up Hassan Whiteside, a 

rebounding and rim-

protecting ace. Yet, my issue 

with the Blazers is that even as 

they have been decent over the 

past few regular seasons, they 

have fallen short year after 

year in the playoffs. They did-

n’t add that player who could 

take them to the next level 

over the offseason, while other 

teams either added that player, 

or focused on internal devel-

opment. The Blazers are an ag-

ing team who may soon have 

to rebuild. Yet, Lillard and 

McCollum should still be 

enough to take them into the 

playoffs, even if they don’t go 

very deep. 

Although the other teams 

have promising young talents, 

like Luka Doncic and Zion 

Williamson, my skepticism to-

wards them is based on their 

relative youth and inexperi-

ence. Perhaps future seasons 

will prove more fortunate for 

them, once the current playoff 

teams age. 

So, these are my Western 

Conference playoff seeding 

predictions. What are yours?  

For the final playoff spot, I 

have the Portland Trail 

Blazers [who] have been 

decent over the past few 

regular seasons. 
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