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At her elegantly APPOINTED Pacific Palisades home, designer 
MARGARET WEITZMAN blends estate-saleTREASURES 
with APLOMB
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Nautical paintings 
by Tony de los Reyes 
hang above Margaret 
Weitzman’s collection 
of colorful Peking glass 
vessels. Vintage Baker 
cane chairs surround 
a table from Lucca 
Antiques, beneath 
a Meeka pendant. 
Opposite: Above the 
great room’s marble 
fireplace, Weitzman 
hung vintage mercury 
plates that she found 
in a Hancock Park 
consignment shop to 
reflect light throughout, 
where mismatched 
custom upholstered 
sofas keep company 
with an original George 
Nakashima desk that 
was a Mother’s Day gift 
from her husband years 
ago. The rug is a family 
heirloom that belonged 
to her mother.

At her elegantly APPOINTED Pacific Palisades home, designer 
MARGARET WEITZMAN blends estate-saleTREASURES 
with APLOMB
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An Ed Ruscha painting 
is the focal point of 
the library, which is 
paneled in stained 
pine. Pat McGann tribal 
pillows on a John Derian 
Geranium sofa mix with 
a pair of 1970s acid-
etched tables by Philip 
and Kelvin LaVerne.
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Clockwise from 
left: The entryway 
includes works from 
artists such as Roy 
Lichtenstein, Kim 
McCarty and Tony 
Berlant. Margaret with 
her extended family. 
The Weitzman family, 
from left: Margaret’s 
stepson Jed with 
daughter LuLu and 
wife, Amanda; son 
Armen; husband 
Howard, and Margaret 
with granddaughter 
Indya. Vintage 
Baccarat and Saint-
Louis crystal perfume 
bottles with vintage 
chinoiserie boxes. 
Right: In the 
master bathroom, 
a hand-painted, 
marble-topped 
Jacqueline Moore 
vanity is accented 
with nickel-plated 
antique sconces.

Los Angeles interior designer Margaret 
Weitzman shops estate sales the way  
others tackle a visit to the Louvre. “It’s 
like going to a museum,” she explains. “I 
love to study how people live, whether 
it’s grand or simple—what magazines 
they read or what sheets they have. I rarely 
leave empty-handed.” As a result, her  
layered interiors represent a sophisticated 
balance of classical, vintage and modern 
pieces, and the Pacific Palisades home she 
shares with her husband, entertainment  

attorney Howard Weitzman (whose  
clients have ranged from Marlon Brando 
to Justin Bieber), acts as a creative labo-
ratory for experimentation. “In my own 
house, I can mix every single era,” 
Weitzman says, “and my couches don’t 
match. It’s eclectic but sensible. I care as 
much about how the space works as 
how it looks.”

The Weitzmans purchased the property 
in 2004 and razed the existing 1960s 
ranch house. In its place, the couple built 

An Ed Ruscha painting 
is the focal point of 
the library, which is 
paneled in stained 
pine. Pat McGann tribal 
pillows on a John Derian 
Geranium sofa mix with 
a pair of 1970s acid-
etched tables by Philip 
and Kelvin LaVerne.
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“In my own HOUSE, 
I can MIX every single 
ERA…it’s ECLECTIC but 
SENSIBLE. I care as much 
about how the space WORKS 
as how it LOOKS.”
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Weitzman found her 
vintage garden furniture 
at a Bel Air estate sale, 
repainted in Benjamin 
Moore Jet Black and 
upholstered with 
Sunbrella fabrics; the 
fountain and garden 
stools are also estate 
sale finds.

114 Feature_Weitzman IC.indd   73 8/17/15   8:23 PM



Feature (tbd)

a 6,500-square-foot traditional home that 
centers around a great room, which 
Weitzman envisioned as the heart of the 
house, where they could entertain casually. 
“The great room was my response to no 
formal dining,” she says. “I didn’t just 
want to look at my living room. We actu-
ally use it.” The designer blended antique 
pieces ranging from midcentury to  
Biedermeier, mixing in her collections  
of mercury glass, yellow Peking vessels 
and Buccellati silver bowls. 

In one corner of the great room, 
Weitzman hosts dinner parties at an  
antique round table, while at the opposite 
end, a cozy seating nook hosts Ed Ruscha’s 
Double Standard, vintage Peter Hvidt  

X-frame chairs and a Chris Lehrecke stool.  
A dramatic Murano glass chandelier 
hangs in the center, above a Chinese altar 
coffee table. 

Throughout the home, every corner 
reveals a surprise, be it a collection of 
vintage Baccarat perfume bottles in the 
hallway or a Chiavari chair beside a 
painted table (a flea-market find) in the 
guest bathroom. “Powder rooms,” she 
advises, “should be an adventure, with 
unexpected things to see and use. There, 
you can take a chance.” And chances 
are, Weitzman, who is currently working 
on a project in Montecito, will soon be 
returning home with her latest armload 
of uncommon finds.•

A Venetian bed 
from Baker is 
dressed with a 
Roberta Roller 
Rabbit quilt. 
Below: Above an 
antique French 
walnut commode 
with two Chinese 
export porcelain 
elephants, sits a 
painting by Larry 
Cohen in the 
great room.
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In the kitchen, a cabinet 
painted in Benjamin 
Moore Chatsworth 
Cream houses a mix 
of English stoneware 
dishes and Johnson 
Brothers blue-and-
white china. The metal 
pedestals supporting 
the kitchen table were 
found on the streets of 
Paris, and Weitzman 
designed the top.
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